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The 4,800-square-toot Ismaili Muslim mosque is on Orchard
Lake Road, between Eight Mile and Nine Mile, in Farmington

Hills,

Spiritual leader
puts blessing

onh new mosque

Rain, peace
prayed for
at ceremony

8y Bob Skiar
slaff writer

HE SPIRITUAL leader of 1
milllon Ismaill Muslims
prayed for raln and peace
in blessing o new mosque

in Farmington HIs Sunday. It is the
first Dawoodi Bohra prayer hall in
the Western Hemisphere,

After hearing about the US,
drought, Dr. Syedna Mohammed Bu.
rhanuddin of Bombay, India, said
through ‘an interpreter Monday: “1
prayed for rain.”

His Holiness, as followers call
him, shared a moment with the press
before a daily afternoon prayer ser-
vice. Worshipers at the five daily
prayer services face East, toward
g;c holy city of Mecca in Savdl Ara-

.

A spry 75 and a sel{-proclaimed
ambassador of peace, His Holiness
called the two summits between
Presldent Ronald Reagan and Soviet
Icader Mikhall Gorbachev “a good
sign for peace.”

The 3,000 Dawood! Bohra follow-
ers who live in the Unlted States
“are very happy and are living In
comfort,” he said.

He prayed for continued American
prosperity and for “all people who
live in this country to live happily
and peacefully.”

FARMINGTON. HILLS was cho-
sen for the Dawoodi Bohra's flrst
mosque in the Western Hemisphere
because of the religlous sect’s con-
centration of followers within five
miles of the eity,

About' 1,300 Dawoodi Bohra fol-
lowers from Los Angeles, Houston,
Daltas, Chicago, New York, Toronto,
London, Ohlo, Sri Lanka and the
United Arab Emirates attended Sun-
day's blessing of the 4,800-square-
oot mosque.

“This Is speclal,” said Livonia res-
ident Shalkh Nooruddin Yamani,
president of the 35-family congrega-
tlon.
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Dawoodi Bohra foliowers pray before the religious sect’s spirit.

ual leader, Dr. Sy

¢ Bur (right}, in the

“His Holiness resembles Mecca
for us,” sald follower Dawood Diwan
of Los Angeles. “You can compare
his visit to that of the Pope.”

“What people desire is closeness,”
sald Dr. Shabbir Shakir of Bakers-
field, Callf. “We want to be close to
him. That's the first doctrine of our
bellef,”

The wood, brick and clay mosque,
on Orchard Lake Road near Eight
Mile, is divided into two sections: the
masjld, or prayer hall, and (he

Play called important
part of early learning

By Casay Hans

slaff writer

Play can be a child’s best teacher, according to an
early childhood educator, who this week pro,
hands-on approach to learning for all Farmington kin-
dergacteners. B

“Perhaps we're dolng some things they're not really
ready for,” said Richard Rulter, supervisor at Fairview
Early Childhood Center and chairman of an early child-
hood study or the F
district.

Previously, carly childhood curriculum was dictated
by what teachers at upper levels deemed necessary, Ru-
Iter explalned alotof , “paper and
pencll” learning. That has changed, he sald.

“People are taking a look at what's appropriate and
how we're delivering it to them, Gesell, Plaget, all the
(heories developed In the '50s and "60s — some of these
things finally are becoming clear.”

Under the proposal, “paper and pencil” learning
would be downplayed, allowing teachers to focus on de-
and hand: experiences for

children in all subjects. .

THE CHANGES are proposed for kindergartens
the district, at both carly child.
hood centers and expanding to 11 elementary schools,
This approach was piloted this year at Center Kinder-
garten programs at both Fairview and Alameda early

. chlldhood centers.

According to kindergarten teacher and committee
member Barb Bennett, the new, active approach fo-
cuses on building a child's sclf concept, recognizes that
play Is important to learning.

“We're really talking about Involving children in the -

learning act tself,” added assistant superintendent Jud-
ith White, who oversees curriculum development in the
dlstrict. *“The kids are involved in flnding Information
through interaction.” .

The approach is apparently popular amoog parents in
the district, ding to and
numbers released Tuesday. Center Kindergarten claxses
that used the hands-on approach to learning increased
from 81 students {n the 1987-88 pilot year, to 226 regls-
tercd for sessions this fall, sald Mary Lou Somerville,
supervisor at Alameda,

IN REACTION to this trend, school trustecs are pro-
posing a third early childhood center be bullt, along
with a new west-side elementary, as part of a fall bond
{ssue,

The issue of kindergarten curriculum was raised In
January of 1987, when a recommendation was made to
move all kindergartens to early childhood centers In the
district. The idea of centralization was hotly contested
by several bundred parents, although many agreed the
curriculum needed to be changed. . .

The Center Kindergarten programs were then offered
as optional pilot programs with the new curriculum,
while the district kept kindergartens open at elementar-
s, .

“One of the things they were saylng . . . Is, ‘If you
really belleve in the concept, why can't you do it in the
regular kindergarten?’,” sald White. “That's what
we've done.”

School board trustees heard Information about the
new curriculum Tuesday and are expected ¢o consider It
at a future meeting.

Kindergarten teachers learn

hands-on, creative approach

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Farmington kindergarten teachers
discovered this week how to bring
more creative, hands-on learning to

center kindergarten programs in the
district. It Ls the first time kinder-
garien teachers In the Farmington
district have jolned together in such
a forum, organizers sald,

“I just know we've taken a glant
step,” said Gayle Zimmerer, a teach-
er at Alameda’s central kindergar-
ten and ono of two teachers who pi-
loted the new lppmch)lt !t;:

. thelr young charges.

The new approach will help them
teach play, and ge “paper
and pencil” learning, which has

kindergarten
inrecent
teachers ded a

carly cen
this year, "_l.‘m glad the district 1s so

summer workshop to Jearn about the

approach and to physically redesign’
rooms to

ZIMMERER AND Barb Bemnett,
her counterpart at Fairview Early

date the concept. The group began
last week by taklng the district's 15-
year-old philosophy statement for
lunduguun education and updating
L. N
They are expanding on a pilot cur
riculum used during the past year at

Childhood Center, taught the sum-
this fall,

new program, but teachers will also
set up “learning centers,” In which
students will move from obe activity
to another — all n —

learning their lessons. Teachers will

plan these “learning center” lessons

around various themes. For exam-
ple, one week might focus on all as-
pects of dinosaurs, :
Zimmerer suggested the kinder-
garten room be divided well and io-
clude: an art area, a spot for qulet
and listening time, construction area
for blocks and other bullding materi-
als, an area for house- and home-re-
lated ftems, a games area and a

mer P
both will spend their mornings help-
ing teachers Implerent the program
this fall and will continue teaching

balf-days, -
will still’ bave
play time and group activities in the

p area, She gave teachers
tips for storing and marking ltems.

*Initlally, It's & lot of time and a
1ot of work, but it pays ofl”
Zimmerer added. *A Jot of kids have
pever been given thls opportunity
and freedom.™

sahan, or multipurpose room.

His Holiness — sporting a long
white beard and dressed in the tradl-
tional libasul-anwer, or garb, and the
topl, or hat — sat in a white brocad-
ed chair with a plilow underfoot as
he blessed followers Monday.

He gave each follower a white
handkerchief. Special visitors
recelved a wool prayer shawl. Diwan
recounted how valuables stored
amid such blessed gifts have miracu-
lously escaped damage In fires.
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new Ismaili Muslim mosque in Farmington Hills Monday after-

noon.

SAYING HE was “very warmly
received,” His Hollness called the
people of the Unlted States and
Farmingten HIts “very broad.mind-
ed and friendly.”

Farmington Hills Mayor Jody
Soronen greeted His Holiness Mon-
day. On Sunday, the Wayne County
Sheriff’s Department escorted hlm
from Detrolt Metropolitan Alrport
to the Farmington Hllls home of hls
host, Fida Bohra.

This marks His Holiness' third vis-
it to the Unlted States. He blessed
the ground for the new Farmington
Hills mosque during his last visit in
1986, His weeklong U.S. visit will
end Friday when he leaves for Lon-
don,

Consldered a small .sect of the

Muslim religion, Dawoodi Bohra b
liefs are based on the teaching. «
the Fatemi Imams 885 years
Fatemj imam founded Cairo. &
in969 A.D.

His Hollness was rais
taught in the Fatimi philos
literature, art and economce
followed his father as leader of ihe
sect and is the religion's 52n¢ unam
In the Fatimi tradition.

He holds a doctor of theology de-
gree from Aligarh Muslim Untvers
ty in Indla and a doctor of I
sciences degree from Al Azhar

hee

.versity in Egypt.

His sect prides itself on alleglunce
to discipline, education, tolerance.
generosity, piety, maral values, pi
triotism, and Jaw and order.
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Put more sizzie into summer with
brilliant color drenched silk

These washed silk coordinates

were made to mix and match.

Sizes S-M-L. T-shirt, fuchsia.

purple, teal, $124. Pull-on skirt, purpie
or rasptzerfy, $110. Sash, lime,
tuch_sia or raspberry, $40.

Shop until @ p.m. on Thursday and Fnday .
Unt2 § p.m. on Monday, Tuesday. \Wednesday and Saturoay.




