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Three prosecutor hopefuls hit Thompson

By TIm Richard
statf wrlter

Richard Thompson, chief asslstant
prosecutor, may be the front runner
In the race to succeed retiring L.
Brooks Patterson as Oakland County
prosecutor.

Three rivals for the Republican
nomination in the Aug.2 primary —
John McDonald, Jeffrey Lelb and
Richard Fessler — all took hard
shots Monday at the man who has
been at Patterson's right hand for 16

ears,
“We're all gonna say we're tough
un crlmc." sald McDonald in a de-

THOMPSON, 51, repeated his wn
theme: Prior to Patterson’s electlon
In 1972, “virtually every (drug) case
was plea-bargained” by Democratle
prosecutor Thomas Plunkett.

Wrong, sald McDonald and Lelb,
bath of them assistant prosecutors in
that cra.

McDonald, 48, a counly commis-
sloner from the Farmington area,
sald he wan a conviction in the drug
case of People vs. Gaines and chal-
lenged Thompson to “check the
record.”

Challenging Thompson en the rig-

policy of no plea-bargaining,

McDonald sald that last year he de-
Da

=

ancns Republlcnn Ciub in the
Board of Commissloners’ auditorium
in Pontlac.

‘The trio adopted Lelb’s theme that
“the prosecutor’s offfce should be
carned, not inherlted.”

fended vid Schultz

- “I knew David since he was 6
years old" — on a charge of deliver-
ing drugs, a 20-year felony.
MeDonald sald Thompson refused to
reduce the charge, though McDonald
had lined up an FBI agent as a char-

acter witness. A jury convicted
Schultz on the lesser charge of pos-
session.

“There’s a way to get to dealers.
You get to them through the user,”
McDonald sald, “Belng tough isn't
glolng to do it. It also requires educa-
tion,”

LEIB SAID “it simply isn't true”
that every drug case was plea-bar-
gatned under Plunkett,

*“As far as I know, I was the first
asgistant under Plunkett to try a sale
of drugs case which has a 20-year
mandatory sentence,” said Lelb, 46,
a former West Bloomficld Township
trustee.

Leib claimed support from Patter-
son's “Inner cablnet” Includlng per-
sonal secretary Fel Brown, money-
raiser Rudy Lozano, issues man Ken-
ny Rogers and medla man Mike
Kenny,

Fessler, 45, state senator for west-
ern Oakland County, challenged
Thompson's assertlon that law en-
forcement authoritics “are dolng ev-
erything they can” to catch the seri-
al rapist In the Birmingham-Bloom-

‘field, Farmington Hllls and West
Bloomlicld Township area.

“Had I been prosecutor ~ we've
now had 11 rapes — I would have
formulated a task force by then, pri-
or to the 11th rape,” said Fessler.

“Very often you have communties

. they don't always

the other candidates “have been In
prlvntc practlcc 15 years,

“I didnt become tough on crime
today, Ivc been doing it 16 years. 1
bave the two endorsements that re-
ally count — Brooks Patterson and
Sheriff John Nichals.”

Asked aboul the serlal rapist,
Thompson said 800 tips have been
recelved and investigated; the FBI
behavloral selence unit has been con-
sulted; scarch warrants have been
obulllsned and an assistant prosecu-

the way they should. There's some
competition. There may be a break-
down in communleations ... I
would have gone to those depart-
ments and sald, ‘We need to form a
task force It still hasn’t been
done.”

THOMPSON, listing hls law en-
forcement group memberships, said

tor ly assigned to the
case.

‘Thompson called the rapist a
“highly Intelligent” person who sur-
veys his Intended victlm two or three
days belore attacking.

“We are satisfied they (police} are
doing everything they can. Obviously
we have not apprehended the Indi-
vidual yet,”

LEIB, WHO resigned as a West
Bloomlleld Township trustee during
a recall effort, was asked its effect
on his campaign for prosccutor.

Lelb said the recall was the work
of “a selfish group of homeowners,
tncluding yourself, (who) chose to op-
pose the plans of Lhe township to de-
velop any kind of site —~ It happened
o be next to you.”

Leib sald he resigned because “I
have a major campaign ! began a
year ago. You knew it. So did every-

y else.”

He said he quit to spare the town-
ship a recall campalgn that was un-
necessary since he wasn't planning
to run for trustee agaln.

“I guess we were short-sighted in
not taking you seriously cnough. I
would have loved to have dug my
heels in," Leib said, “because I was
only onc on the townshlp board who
had the guts to speak up to you."

ACLU to Blanchard: Veto surrogacy ban

(AP) — Gov. James Blanchard
should velo the anti-surrogacy bill
approved by the Legislature, the ex-
ccutive director of the American
Civil Liberties Union's

THE HOUSE last week voted 90-
10 and the Senate voted 28-3 (o out-
law pregnancy-for-pay.contracts.

Under the leglslullon. evcryone n-

wilh the contracting couple also is
routinely pald $10,000.

AREA LAWMAKERS were
overwhelmingly in favor of banning

chapter sald.

“When I3 i the state's business to
tell anybody whether or when or how
to bear a child?” Howard Simon said
durlng a taping o! public television’s

*“O!f The Record.”

“I think it ls wholly inappropriate
for Lhe state to Intrude ltself into
what s an Intensely private decision
between a couple and a possible sur-
rogate mother.

“I'd like to see the governor veto
the blll and exerclse some leadership
on this matter,” he sald, “I think
there's been just an awful lot of non-
sense that has been out on the issue
of surrogate parenting — about baby
selling and so on.”

volved in a

would visk criminal pcnnillla If pay-
me:

surrogate
In the Senate, the bill was backed

'I'hu pcaple who signed such agree-
ments would face up to 90 days in
Jail and a $10,000 fine, while brokers
would face flve years In jail and a
$50,000 fine,

Women who wanted to bear a
child and then give Lhe baby up to
another couple would stil} be able to
do 50, and brekers could still arrange
surrogate births — but all would
have to do it for free.

Typically, women who agree to be
artificially inseminated carry a baby
to term, then give up custody and
are paid $10,000 plus expenses. The
person who matched the mother
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by Doug Cruce of Troy,
Hichard Fesler of Commerce and
Rudy Nichols of Waterford, and

Democrat William Faust of West-
and,

ll was opposed by Robert Geako,
R-Northville, and Jnck Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills.

Sen. George Hart, D—Denrbom, dld
not vote,

Among western Wayne County
representatives, the bill was sup-

ported by Lyn Bankes, R-Livonta;
Justine Barns, D-Westland; John
Bennett, D-Redford; Willlam Kellh,
D-Garden City; and James Kosteva,
D-Canton. Not votlng was Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth.

Among Oakland County represent-
atives, the bill was supparted by

Maxine Berman, D-Southficld, W.V.
Brotherton, R-Farmlnglon; Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion; Judith Mil-
ler, R-Birmingham; Gordon Sparks,
R-Troy; and Wilfred Webb, D-Hazel
Park.

Opposed was David Honigman, R-
West Bloomfield.
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