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staff wrlter

Farmington resident Olar Herbert Henry, 2
Metropolitan National Bank of Farmington
board member who dedleated hls life to com-
munity service, dled of heart failure June 22 at
Dotsford General Hospital, Farmington Hills,

The retired General Motors executive was

75.

“He loved people,” sajd Jean lenry, his wile
of 53 years. “He enjoyed being with people and
people enjoyed being with him. He had a world
of friends.”

Jean Heory sald her husband, even though a
Warren, Ark., native, felt a elose attachment to
Farmlngton.

“He was very interested In everything going

on here and was a volunteer cver since he ar-
rived.”

HENRY, KNOWN as Herb to frlends, re-
cently started his sixth three-year term on the
Farmington Area Arts C He also
wis Farmington resource representative to
the Oakland Caunty Cultural Councl).

"He was a real gentleman,” arts commis-
sloner Kathryn Briggs sald, “He always had a
good sensc of humor and a twinkle in his eye.”
» Briggs remembers Henry “really enjoylng
bls arts commission work. He bad very good
ideas and was very helpful in arranging things.
He used hls cantacts with the bank to help us
with our financlal affalrs.

"He was just n wonderfal guy,"”

HENRY RECEIVED many awards for years
of service with the Boy Scouts.

In addition to serving on (he Metrobank
board, Henry served as a board member for
the Farmington Community Band, the Farm-
ington Exchange Club, Ien Rescarch, Sun Steel
Treatlng and Ton Fabricators.

He retired In 1975 after 25 years with Gener-
al Motors, where he rose to Chevrolet Motor
Dlvision natlonal truck manager.

In additlon to his wife, Henry Is survived by
one daughter, Janice Nash of West Bloomfield;
two sons, James of Springfleld, Mo,, and Louis
of Mllford; and five grandsons.

BEFORE MOVING to Michigan, Henry
managed International Harvester's Little

Rock, Ark., Shreveport, La., and Houston, Tex-

leader recalled as ‘real gentleman’

as, truck branches.

While living In Loulsiana and Texas, Henry
served small Methodist community churches
as a substitute pastor.

During World War II, he was a truck indus-
try lalson civilfan with Service Motor Parts,
He was a life member of Automotive Old Tim-
crs, now the Automotive Organlzation Team
Hall of Fame.

Services were held June 24 at Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home, Farmington. The Rev. Arthur
Spafford of First Unlted Mcothodist Church of
Farmlngton officiated. Burlal was in Roselawn
Cemetery, Little Rock, Ark.

‘The famlly asks that memorials be made to
the Amerlean Heart Association.

This commercial building at 24320 Indo

ton Hills is being considered as a new site for an alternative

Schools try to lease site for classes

Contlnued from Pags 1

plex Circle in Farming-

f photographer
education program for residents of Boys Republic. It would be
leased by Farmington Publlc Schools.
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Olar Herbert Henry
‘a wonderful guy’

Suit claims bank
reneged onloans

with the bank. In Deccmber 1987,
bank offlcials reduced the total loan
amount a2nd tn mid-March refused lo
make any more construction Joans to
Keatlng.

Keatlng alleges in the complaint
that the savings and loan “made the
material representations” that it
was capable of committing to the
loan agreement and “acted (o platn-
tiffs (Keating) as if there was a limit
to the cumulative total of loan com-
mitments/constructlon loans avail-
able.”

Keating alleges that the bank
knew it was unable to authorize the
loans in excess of a one-borrower
Hmit and “recklessly proceeded to
make such loan commitments with-
out regard to whether they were ca-
pable of dolng so or not."”

KEATING HAS been plagued with
problems in Farmington Hilis since
late 1907-carly 1988 when residents
in the Nine Mile-Middlebelt area
complalned to city officials about his
work sites,

in a complaint filed
June 20, Keating
Community Homes
officials maintain that
when the bank
allegedly backed out of
almost $900,000 in loan
commitments, the
housing company was
faced with a series of
problems,

PHYLLIS GRIFFIN, director at
Boys Republic, sald this was the first
she had heard about the possible
move to an Industrial park. But she
said Boys Republic is willing to work
with the district on plans, even
1hough they prefer a location closer
ta their facility.

“There was some antagonism be-
tween the two organizatlons,” she

ship. We want a more mutual and
harmonious relatlonshlp (with the
district).”

Boys Republle residents were
originaly educated on the facility’s
grounds before being moved lo
Shiawassee Center — a former ele-
mentary schoel at Tuck and
Shlawassee.

Republle officials origlnally sald

“no” to educating the boys at the
Nine Mlle facllity again, because of
concerns with the education pro-
gram and possible legal problems,
Many of these concerns have been
alleviated, Griffin sald, and “this
message was conveyed to the schoal
distriet.”

Because the boys “can be vola-
tie,” she said, the faclllty's board

prefers they be closer.

“The further distance they are
away from us, the more of a chance
there Is something could happen.”

Several violent incidents have tak-
en place during the past few years,
Just thls year, a supervisar at the
school was stabbed with a screw-
driver as he tried to stop two stu-
dents from stealing his car.

City offfclals reacted to docu-
mented problems of torn-up roads,
blocked dralnage dltches and roads
blocked with construction equlpment
by initlally restricting bullding in-
spections and new building permits,

As Keating made progress in
clearing up problems and cleaning
his work sites, the city allowed In-
spections to continue. New building
permits continue to be withheld

from the bullder, pending comple.
tlon of outdoor work at bullding
sltes, sald city manager Willlam
Costick.

“As far as I know, his homes are
all completed on the inside. But we
haven't seen any actual work on his
sites in a couple weeks,” Costick
sald, “All the sites have been graded
but there s still debris and tree
stumps around.”

In May, Keating agreed not to use
two completed houses on Nine Mile
as sales models, following the city’s
filing of a lawsult against the build-
er. Though a hearing had been sched-
uled, it was unnecessary when Keat.
ing's attorney agreed on behalf of
the bullder to stop using the houses
as models or advertising them as
such.
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