Changes for pandas

contributing travel editar

‘

By [ris 8anderson Jones
Last weck it cost $2, on top of the
regular $2.50 zoo admission, to see

the glant pandas at the Toledo Zoo,

This week there Is no $2 fee.

\ A US. District Court judge has
granted a prelimlnary injunctlon
sougm by the World Wildlife Fund
and the American Assoclation of
Zoologlcal Parks and Aquariums;
bath groups object to any commer.
clalization of the glant pandas and
want them returned to China,

Michlgan panda lovers have al-

ready been told that thelr request to
bnng pandas to Detrolt has been de-

Il you want to see the pandas, To-

ledo is probably your best bel,
- Le Le and Nan Nan are well worth
the hour-plus that it takes to drive to
Toledo, but there are a few things
you should know before you go,

A large stretch of Interstate-75 Is
torn up south of Monroe, so plan
ahead, From the western suburbs,
Take US-23 south to 175, or take 1-
275 to US-24 (which is Telegraph
Road-cum-Detroit Road) and follow
that Into Toledo, If you are closcr to
175, take that but get off at Monroc
and follow US-24 into town.

Follow the highway signs to the
200. Parking Is $2 a car around the
200, OF you can take a $1 a person
shuttle from either the shopplng
malls or downtown. The closest mall
to the northern entrance to town Is
Franklin Park Mall.

WHY ALL this fuss about a great
black and white beast? The glant
panda was recorded In the Shifing,
the Book of Sangs, 1,000 years ago,
but it is only 120 years since the
western world discovered the bear
and went panda-crazy. In those days,
the great ‘explorers’ were natural-
ists like Pere Armand Davld of
France, who brought home the first
exclting description of pandas from
the mountalns of central China,

Kermlt and Theodore Roosevelt
Jr. went cast with thelr hunting i
fles in 1928 and brought the first
panda skin back to America; it went

to the Field Museum In Chicago.

Chicago also got the first live pan-
da when Ruth Harkness brought Su.
Lin and later Me-Mei to the Brook-
field Zoo in the late 1930s. Her rival
Floyd Tangier Smith captured six of
the great mythical sts, one of
which ended up In the St. Louls Zoo.

Everybody wanted the glant pan-
da, The Bronx Zoo got Pandora, who
created a sensation at the 1939 New

STAR THEATRE of Flint
WHITING AUDITORIUM, 80X 1500
FLINT, WICHIGAN 48502

ALL THIS WEEK

SHOW
THE TAP
DANCING DELIGHT
42ND STREET
July 19 THE GROADWAY
MUSICAL ROMP

iy |MY ONE AND ONLY
Anita GIXISNB.

y
Julie Newmar Jana Kean,
Rogt 217 Virginia Giraham,
‘Yvonne De Carlo,
Margaux Hemingway

in the hilarious comedy
THE WOMEN

PETER MmABSHALL

August 16 .
el . LA CAGE

; . AUX FOLLES
Sept. SIGMUND HOMBEHQS
o Romantic

- THE DESERT SONG

. (313) 239-1464

* AMan’s Gotta Do
- WhatAMan's
GottaDo

All young men have
. one responsibility in
' common, They haveto
! register with Selective
" Service within 30 daysof
- thelr 18th birthday. /f's
. quick, It'seasy. Andit’s
. thelaw

Apublicservice messageof this pub-
. licatonandsclertive Service Syatem

A U.S. District judge has granted an
injunction lifting the additional $2 fee.

York World's Fatr; later Madame
Chiang Kai-shek gave the Bronx Zoo
Pan-dec and Pand-dah as thanks for
U.S. ald to China,

Then World War II closed the pan-
da business down.

BY 1946, the Chlnese were declar-
ing the panda on he verge of extine-
tion and by 1961 the panda became
the symbal of wildlife conservatlon
for the World Wildlife Fund. Four
natural reserves were established to
protect the great beasts in thelr
bamboo forests. A few pandas were
still glven as glits; that's how Ling
Ling and Hsin Hsin got to the Na-
tional Zoo in Washington.

It's a flne thing when the whole
world watehes your sex life, but that
Is what has happened to Ling Ling
and Hsin Hsin, who can't quite get it
together to produce offspring.

About 40 baby pandas have been
z00-born, most by artificlal Inseml-
nation; few have survived.

In 1981 the glant panda was given
full pratection, which cffectively
stopped the trade in llving pandas.
The Chinese recently sentenced a
palr of paachers who klled two pan-

das to Ilfe imgprisonment.

‘There is still a loan plan, which is
how the living pandas found their
way to the Calgary Zoo during the
1988 winter Olympics, to San Diego
and Busch Gardens this winter, and
to the Toledo Zoo for 100 days of
1988 summer, more if they get an
cextenslon.

Sclentists have been arguing for
100 years about whether the glant
panda is 8 member of the bear fami-
ly. Pere Armand David named it
Ursus Melanoleucus, or black and
white bear, His assistant called it
Alluropoa, ar panda-foot.

Later, it was decided that the gle
ant panda was really related to the
*lesser’ or red panda, part of the rac-
coon famity. Now they've almost de-
clded that Pere Davld was right in
the {lrst place; iUs a bear!

The pandas are great fun, but
they aren’t the only animals in
the Toledo Zoo, Don't miss the
only hippoquerivm in the world,
where you can stand with your
nose agatnst the glass of an un.
derwater pool and watch the hip-
pos cavort beside you,
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