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limb every mountain

Birmingham woman scales new heights atop McKinley

By Dave Varga
stalf wrlter

Waiting for her group's chance to
scale Mount McKinley lJast month,
Sue (Murray) Dunaway was not very
confident she'd reach the summit,

Only one man had ascended the
highest peak in North Amerlea from
this more difficult West Rib this
year, and the last time a gulded
group reached the summit from that
slde was In 1952.

Then, there were the two Swiss
Kmu at base camp who hadn’t made

“As we left base camp the news
was not good,” s2id the BirmIngham
native after she returned. "It was
real depressing to me to sce these
big strong Austrian men who didn't
make it to the summit.”

‘Thls was to be Dunaway's second
real mountain climb. An cutdeorsy
type who did a lot of camplng with
her parents as a child, the 26-year-
old had just recently taken up climb-

Sue Dunaway climbed higher
than she'd ever gone before,

Ing. A couple years back she scaled a
smaller Grand Teton in Wyoming
and then took an lce climblng course
in Colorado.

NOW, SHE was part of a six-man
and two-woman team determined to
tackle the West Rib, something as
few as a hundred people had ever
done. No one In her group, Including
the three guides, had cver achleved
the summit from that angle.

Each carrled backpacks, with 70
pounds worth of food and equipment.
They prepared to brave tempera-
tures of 40 degrees below zero;
winds that can blow 100 miles per
hour and altitude changes that can
kill a person who goes up too fast or
has the wrong body chemistry,
Dunaway said.

‘They traveled 20 or 25 miles up
the mountailn, and they traveled
most of that distance two times —
carrylng half thelr equipment up to
a higher camp, then climbing back
down to sleep and then golng back
up.

Thelr days consisted of getting up
around 8 or % am. and working on
breakfast untll about noon. It took
that long to cook thelr pancakes and
sausage over one burner, then tedl-
ously melt snow into water for the
day’s drinks,

From there, they climbed for
about six hours, sometimes stralght
up ice covered couloirs or gorges.
They would be roped together in

groups of two or three, In case one
felt. “T was surprised at the amount
of ice cllmblng,” Dunaway said, “I
had a couple nights where I won-
dered If 1 endangered any of the
other climbers.”

FOR THE NEXT few hours they
would set up camp, picking a reta-
tively flat spot, then stomping out
the snow to make it even flatter,
They would put poles In the ground
and rope off the camp arca, Duna-
way sald, to make sure they knew
where they could walk safely, with-
out sliding thousands of yards down
the mountain.

Dinner was cooked from about 9
p.m. to midnight, including melting
more snow for water. For the first
week or so, they carrled frozen meat
and vegetables, which made their
load heavler but contributed to bet.
ter stamina than freeze drled meals
waould have, she sald. “We're pretty
sure that's what helped us,” Duna.
way sald.

A few days later, they found and
ate some steaks thal the Swiss
climbers had cached in the snow
with a slgn offering them to whoever
wanted them. “That was probably
foollsh because we dldn't know how
long they were there or If they had
thawed,"” she said.

They slept about eight hours a
nlght. Durlng her first night on the
mountain Dunaway said she was the
most exhausted, partly because they
hadn't used any food supplies yet.
After that, she sald, she got stronger
and eventually lost 10 or 12 pounds,

ming “rock solid,” she sald,

Alter 18 days of climblng, they set
thelr highest camp at 17,200 feet and
scl thelr sights on the 20,320 foot
summit,

‘They left camp at noon. At about
18,000 feet the other woman climber
needed to be given a drug to help
regulate her breathing and she
dropped back with another climber.

“WHEN WE hit 19,500 feet, that
was my wall,” Dunaway sald. “It
Just hit me all of a sudden. I couldn't
swallow. The air was real dry or
something.”

She developed a cough and was be-
coming dehydrated. After some flu-
Ids, Dunaway was able to continue.

As they neared the summit, they
had heard a radio report about a
group having “trouble’ on the moun.
tain. Soon after, they saw a palr of
climbing spikes called crampons
hanging frem a pole stuck in the
snow. They flgured someone had
died there.

“I was 50 numb at that polnt. We
knew . .. but no one would talk
about it, Why would someone leave
thelr crampons?” Dunaway sald.

Alter gelting off the mountaln,
they read that a woman had col-
lapsed there just a day before they
arrived. Since she conldn't be resus-
citated and she couldn't be carried

and the
for a helicopter vescue, she dled
there.

WHEN DUNWAY’S husband,
Craig, and other family members
heard a local radio report about an
unnamed woman dying on Mount
McKinley, they made some quick
telephone calls,

“1 told my family, ‘No news is
good news. If you ever hear about a
death, remember they contact the
famlly flrst,' " she satd. That didn't
stop Cralg from calllng the ranger
;uulun unti] they found out it wasn't

or,

For the climb, each member of Dunaway's group
packed 70 pounds of equipment to help brave pos-

Dunaway’s group beat the odds.
They all made It to the top of the
mountain, took thelr fantastic, top of
the world photos from the peak and
climbed back down to camp by 1:30
L.m. Three days later they were
back at base p.

“It was the hardest thing I've ever
done — but the best,” Dunaway con-
cluded.,

The maln reason they made the
ascent was the weather — there

were 18 of 21 “beautiful days,”
Dunaway sald.

“I don't remember being cold, not
really. It got probably to 35 or 40
below, as advertised. I think it's be-
cause there was no wind.

“Wind was never a problem. We
were probably the luckiest group to
ever climb the mountaln.”

In addition to luck, Dunaway was
also prepared, She studied books and
articles about climbing and the psy-

chology of survival, warked on
welght machlnes, tread mills, bicy.
cles and running: and she got a see-
ond job Lo pay for the $2,000 in
equipment.

AFTER SHE got home, Duna-
way's mother repenned a version of
Wlilie  Nelson's popular “Mama's
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To
Be Cowboys" with pertinent verses

sible temperatures of 40 degrees below zero and
winds up to 100 miles per hour,

about climbers.

The song epltomized her family's
pride and fear about Dunaway's ob-
sesslon with mountaln climbing.

Would she do it again?

"“On one hand it was too good an
experlence not to. But I den't know It
I'm golng to top this, It's in my blood
and I'know I'm going to want to.”

Toledo: little town by the Maumee grows up

Photo by Mickey Jones

Toledo's expanding skyline is one cluo that there's a lot more
to do on weekend nights In the Midwestern city than there

usad to bo,

Editor's note: Yes, yes, we told
you about the great American re-
naissance of Toledo on these pag-
es last week, But the longer we
ook at the “Glass City,” the more
excitement we uncover, Besides,
where can you go for so much fun
onless than a tank of gas?

So sit back, relaz and enjoy
“Toledo — the Sequel,” which we
offer below. For an update on the
Toledo Zoo panda exhibit, please
turn to Page 5D.

By Iris 8anderson Jones
travel editor

missing an B y
priced day trip or weekend if you
don't put Toledo on your schedule of
things to do this summer,

IF YOU haven't been to Toledo for
& while, you'll be amazed at the new
walerfront. The saliboats still go by
on the Maumee River, but now they
anchor offshore within carshot of the
Rally musle.

Those once rundown riverside
streets have been totally rebullt be-
tween the High Level and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Memorial (Cherry
Street) bridges.

The main

The regular Friday night Rally by
the River is in full swing, with cheer-
ful crowds flowing across the grassy
slopes, slpplog beer from paper cups
and listening to live muslc from the
Ptgvx;‘lmde Park stage.

eveam 1?7
Downlown, on the the bank of the
Maumee River, in the heart of To-
ledo, Ohlo, It is only an hour’s drive
from most parts of metro Detroit,
but when was the last time you were
e
8 people 23y that we Ignore
Toledo because of Michigan chauvin-
ism. We don’t recognize the city be-
cause it Is across the state line In
Ohlo. Others say we're still mad be-
c“lnhs"e c.:l‘ wm.% Toledo to h(lslplrt
o gan wo got the Upper
Peninsula Instead.

Whatever the reasom, you are
)

is Portside,
one of those waterfront food-shop-
play places that the Rouse Company
has bullt &ll over America.

IF YOU want to do a low-budget
overnight trip for two to Toledo this
summer, managcable hotels
are downtown beside the river. The
nowest ls the charming high-rise
Radisson, connected to one end of
the Sea Gate conventlon center; the
Holiday Inn Riverview {s connceted
to the other end,

The former Hotel Sofltel, which
has been taken over by Marriott, isa
block away connected to Portside.

Weekday rato for a nice room at
the Radisson Is $79 for two, Week-
cnda you can get it for $59,

An alternative {o chain botels is
the Mansion View bed-and-break-
fast, the first B&B to be opened

§

It staying in a 101-year-old mansion is
your style, you might want to try the
Mansion View bed-and-breakfast
downtown as an alternative to chain

hotels.

downtown. A [live-story mansion
built in 1887, 2o far It only has one
bedroom available ($55 per night,
double occupancy, including contl.
nental breakfast), but it will have
:hgm by m!d-summer and five by
Aall,

Bathroons are Io the room, not
down the hall,

The address is 2085 Collingwood
Blyd,, Toledo 43620, Or telephone
{419) 244-3676 or 478-8600. It is on
the corner of US-24 (Telegraph Road
in Detroft) and Colllngwood, the
street of old mansions and beautlful
churches in Toledo’s Old West End,

ADMISSION IS free for the Rally
by the River and a call to the
Eventsline, (419) 241-1111, will tell
you who is playing and when. Previ-
ous conceria bave featured oldles
rock by tha Turtles and local groupa
like the Halrcuts. ) .

You don't see plenlc baskets at the

lly. Organizers stamp your hand
when you eater to prove you are 21

yuﬂold;nnly!henmyonhuy_

large paper cups of beer for $1.50
each. There are a few food vendors,
but most people go out for food alter
early-evening concerts.

Most people move next door to the
casual restaurants at Portslde.

But if you want to do the shirt-
and-tle bit, try Ricardo's on the low-
er level of the nearby Owens Illinots
building, with a great view of the
river, Or an intimate dinner at The
Wine Cellar. Or an expensive but
tasty feast at the Boody House (live

zz Is downs! in Digby's).

Post-Rally music can also be
found at Theos Taverna or Greek
Village, All of the above are on or
near Summit, within a block or 50 of
the Rally site, .

1t you want to get out of town a
blt, a Comedy Club Is In South To-
ledo; or try Linda's, a rowdy
Mexican joint near the alrport,
where people stand in line for the fa-
mous tay,

Other local hangouts include Kel:
sey’s, Nick and Jimmy's and Amie'’s
on the weat side. K




