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TEPPING down.

After 10 ycarsasa
Farmington Hills
firefighter, Dan

Arbitter retired May 31 to
pursue other interests.

Arbltter started hls carecr as
a part-time firefighter in 1978.
He advanced through the ranks,
rising to captaln at Statlon 2
(Middlebelt) In 1984,

“Dan exhiblted tremendous
dedicatlon as well 2s abllity
and will be sorcly missed,” Flre
Chicef Richard Marlnucci said.

MEET the candidates.

The four Republican and two
Democratic challengers for the
69th state House district seat
will appear at a Blrmingham/
Bloomlield and West
Bloomfield/Farmington Area
League of Women Voters
candldates forum at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 6, in
Farmington Hills Clty Hall,
31555 11 Mile,

Michael Bouchard, Jan
Dolan, Mike Sarafa and Paul
Welday ave vylng for the

inthe

Thursday, June 30, 1988

NOW Ieader says now is time

Public office
is final goal
toward ERA

By Joanne Mallszowski
stalf writer

Marian McCracken makes no
banes about It. More women must be
elected to political positiens if the
Equal Rights Amendment is to be-
come a reality,

“The feminlzation of power takes
time. It takes awhile to get people
into the pipeline. But we will have to
elect, in two, four or slx years, peo-
ple In Congress who are supportive
of the ERA," sald McCracken, Mich-
Igan NOW chapter third-term presis
dent. NOW ls the nation’s Jargest
feminist rights organlzation.

Caution
is urged
for safe
July 4

{ | What's legal, what's not, 6A

Aug. 2 primary. Kenneth
Murray and John Dolan are
sccking the Democratic
nomination.

The general election is Nov. 8.

Quote of the week

6 The f{eminization of
power lakes time. It takes
awhile to get people into the

pipeline. 9

— Marlon McCracken, Lhird-term

By Bob Sklar
ataff writar

So you think flreworks are harm-
!'ul: Thnrblngcu of the Fourth of
ul
On July 7, 1985, a bottle rocket
launched from Branchester pene-
trated a screen and window at a
house on nearby Arden Park, Ignit-
ing a fire that gutted a second-story
bedroom, causing $30,000 in dam-
age.
“It was probably our largest loss
as a result of fireworks,” sald Depu-
ty Chief Peter Baldwin of the Farm-
ington HIlls Fire Department.
ught conditions have made
June a month of grass and brush
fires, They also have made use of

NOW's annual
story this page).

Michlgan chapter pn:sldenl alter
{see
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of any kind a
danger.

"The chances of it (ERA) passing
realistically with the existing Con-
gress and with an abortion amend-
ment, is unllkely,” the Farmington
Hllls resident added.

NOW looks Lo the future, par-
ticularly with the door closing on the
Reagan administratlon, the (hrust
contlnues to be “to bring women Into
the malnstream,” said McCracken,
who attended NOW's 21st annual
convention in Buffnlo, N.Y., last
weckend.

Joining the abortlon Issue and the
ERA as top priorities are pay equity,
child cdre and B mother-

Farmlnglon. Mlchlgan

en. Women have a cholce,” said
McCracken, recently clected to
NOW's natlonal board.
' Data showing money spent on
Medleald abortlons vs. welfare costs
of ratsing children will inevitably be
But "the thing we'll sell is the
falrncss issue," she said.
Antl-abortion forces are preparing
to spend big dollars to succeed in the
November referendum. But
McCracken is confident NOW and
other members of the “People’s
Campalgn for Cholee™ will be suc-
cessful in thelr battle to malntaln
1

hood. .

While there Is expected to be a re-
newed [ight for the ERA, Michigan
NOW members are turning thelr at-
tention to a campaign against a No-
vember ballot question to outlaw
Medlcaid abortions.

“QUR POLLING shows that Mich-
igan folks are pro-cholce. It's an is-
sue of falrness, It alfects poor wom-

d abortions,

NOW members are satisfied that
ERA support. and a pro-chojce
stance en abortlon are part of the
Democratic Party's platform. “Ev-
erybody was concerned that ERA
and cholce wouldn't be In it
McCracken sald, “But (Gov. James)
Blnnchurd had told me not to wor-

NOW s

76 Pagas

had child care In World War IL
Western Europe has it. And we need

subsldles for poor women, The child -

care must be licensed and education-
ally sound," McCracken sald. “Thls
is absolutely a major need.”

NOW has not taken a position on
surrogate motherhood. But the or
ganlzation does have Its concerns.
One of them Is upper middle class
couples paying a less economically
fortunate woman money to bear a
child. Another concern, and an Im.
portant one to McCracken, Is the
right to privacy.

DESPITE THE conservatism of

Twenty-Five Cenls

the Reagan ation,
McCracken sald there have been vic-
tories for women in the courts for
nboruon and afflrmative ncuon. for
exampl

"But er all clvll rights and pro-
gresslve groups, we have been lucky
because we have malntained the sw‘
tus quo,” sajd McCracken, serving in

upports for gov.
cmment-subsldized child care, “We
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John Wells (lett) and inspector Al

Ellis inspect the legal firaworks on display Monday near the

‘All the things we
stood for have moved .
into the mainstream.’

— Marian McCracken

RANDY BORST/ststf photographes

checkout lanes at the Great Scott! in the Mid-Eleven Shopping

Center, 11 Mile and Middiebelt.

Hills weighs call for new tax credit ceiling

By Joanns Maliazewsk!
staff wrlter

1 the q

postpaned at the request of counclls
Ben Marks, who wanted mare

ﬂm: to conslder it.
2’8 followed

tax
credit is an option the Farmington
Hills City Councl! is expected to ask
the state Legislature to support.

A resolution, drafted by councile
man Aldo Vagnorzi, that uests
the state Legislature to consider an
increase In the maximum $1,200 tax
credit for taxpayers, particularly
senjor adults, will be conatdered July
13. Action on the resolution was

presentation of a report by city as-
sessor Dean Babb on the property
tax assessment system and how to
make It more eqnluhle. Vagnozi re-
quested the report after the council’s
annual hudget adoption June 13,

The Issue of property tax assess-
ments surfaced at the city council’s
budget public hearing June 6. Senlor

citizens and residents who bought

For Murray, pros

damage

This iz the fifth in g series pro.
Jiling candidates for the 69th Dil-
trict state House seat. Their posi-
tions on specific campaign {ssucs
will be detatled in upcoming cov-
erage.

By Casey Hans
statf writer

Ken Morray i3 taking a no-non-
4038, COMMON senss approach to his
candidacy for the state House.

A Democratic contender for the
69th District seat, the.80-year-old
Murray phm a tpecm prlorlty on

P d brin;
K eat back to uzo people. oo

politics
28 GTATE
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“Fm tired of professional politl
clans,” he said. “It's gotten away
from the guy that works for a liv-
ing.”

Murray sald he wﬂl work to sim-
pll!y stata government if eleeted,

"We seemn (o be going into so
we dorIu ll:lnaw

TADY Eray aress,
which way I.| out

thelr homes before the age of inflat-
ed prices told the council that vp-
wardly mobfle young couples able to
pay top dollars for their homes were
malkdng it difficult for them to keep
pace, particularly with u:elr proper-
ty assessments and tax bl

Vagnozzl's mo)uuon u):s the
state Legisiature to increase the
maximum amount of the state prop-
erty tax rebate “to a figure that is
based on the Increascs that have tak-
en pluce I.n property values and as-
sessmen

Ken Murray )
‘common sensa’

“It's not a big, huvy-duty job —
it’s common sense,”

to look at it more black and white.

Please tum to Page 4

.

INCREASING THE tax credit Is
one of the specific Items suggested
for improvement in Babb's report to
the council.

“This celling has never been in°
creased throughout the history of the
program. Most hard bit by this are
sentor citizens whose fixed Incomes
are such that the $1,200 is not
enough to offset the property tax
bill. The ceiling should be increased
and indexed to kecp pace with rising
taxes,” Babb said in his repart.

"Fnr the average person out there,

the §1,200 s sufficlent because it
doesn’t maximize,” Babb said. “It's
the senior citizen who's got the prob-
lem.”

The 1973 Homamd Pmperly
Tax Relief provides a way for tax-
payers to link property tax to houses
hold income as a means of making
the tax system more fair. Known as
the cireult breaker, it is a- device
through which taxpayers can receive

it for an amount of their proper-

Ploase turn to Page 4

WWII vet finally
gets POW medal

Nearly 43 years after Russlan
troops freed him {rom a Nax{ pris.
on camp, & Farmington man has
recclved a Prisoner of War Medal
from the U.S. government.

“I was pretty darn pleued after
all these years”” sald Russel)
Hincs, 67, a retired sheet metal
worker.

A sergeant In the Armyl zﬂnd
ln(nntry Division,

in December 1944 nl Aluce

Lon-alnc, sltuated on the Rhine Ina

By Bob 8kiar triangle dividing France, Germany
statt writer and Belgium.,
He was d in Stalag IV

B at Mulhnrg-on-Elbe, 30 milm
south of Berlin, untll Russl
troops freed him ln July 1945,

This past Juna 9, the US, De--
par!ment of Defense awarded
Hines a POW Medal, recently au-
thorized by Conq.ﬁ ct:m' former

gnizes the spe-.
clal service and sacrifice lhut you
bave given for this country,” wrote
John Marsh Jr., secretary of the
Army.
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