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points of view

School dropouts

Just studying it won’t solve problem

SEVERAL YEARS ago, a Farm-
ington administrator sald he was
frustrated with a truancy problem at
hls high scheol. How can I help, he
asked, if the students aren't comlng
to school?

It's a good question, especlally
when students decide to leave school
permanently,

Although trends may have Im-
proved since the “lurn on, tune in,
drop oul” gencration, there Is stiil a
concern with students choosing to
stop their educations in

CERTAINLY don't have the
dropout problem at some urban high
school campuses. Local numbers are

In the past 25 years, 302,000 students
have dropped out of high schools in
Michigan, N

When you start looking at Increas-
ing crime statistics and the over-
crowding of our prison system, those
numbers take on significance. Ace
cording to state corrections officlals,
70 percent of first-time inmates are
high school dropouts.

At last count, 147 of 3,500 students
in Farmington’s three high schools
were logged as dropouts, according
to state education department statis-

tics. That's a little more than 4 per--

cent of the district's high school pop-
ulation and about average for Oak-
land County.

+ Another 176 were logged as drop-
outs In Walled Lake schools and 28
drapped out in Clarenceville — both
districts that touch our community.

tiny p wit!
throughout the state; but there is still
room for concers.

“We're not at the point we want to
be,” sald Farmington assistant su-
perintendent Lynn Nutter, although
he said the dlstrict is making efforts

to help. .

'I'l'nep Farmington High School will
incorporate fts truancy problem into
an ongoing Effective Schools pro-
gram this year. And at East Middle
School thls fall, a “support room”
wlll offer high-risk students the help
they need at an carlier age.

At the high school level In Farm-
ington, general counselors meet once
each month to identily students hav-
ing problems so they can be helped.

James Phelps of the state Depart-
ment of Education colleets these
“dropout” numbers from school dls-
trlcts every two years. The dropout

dilemma “Is very difflcult to influ.
ence,” he said, “It’s a comblnation of
what the school does and what the
student brings to school.”

In his opinion, kids drop out be-
cause of alienatton.

“The kids feel they don't belong.
It's appearance, how you dress, how
other kids treat you and how well
you do in school.”

ARAM VOSGERCHIAN, guidance
consultant for Oakland Schools, par-
ticipated in a task foree that studied
the dropout problem over the past
several years.

He suggests districts take a se-
rious look at long-term solutions to
hidden, self-esteem problems that
may cause a student to drop out.
“It's not enough Lo study It,” he sald,
“Once you do that, you just can't
stop.” )

Vosgerchian advocates Interven-
tion nat only in middle school but in
elementary school for high-risk stu-
dents who may drop out.

We all need to help and be con-
cerned with this dropout problem.
Today's school dropouts could turn
into tomorrow's suicides or drug ad-
dicts or part of our societal prob.
lems, which are already too large to
handle.

Mobility crucial issue
to senior citizendriver

SOMETHING keeps coming up in
conversations that really bothers
me. It should bother you, too,

You've probably heard it.

“They're fust too old to drive.
Somebody should take thelr llcense
away.”

) Sounds Innocent enough, even car.
n

But this concern is an example of
an attitude that goes far beyond
whether a person can drive.

Certainty, we all worry about our
parents or grandparents, especially
when the reallty of mortality rears
its ugly head. We reluctantly notice
the halted speech, the stumbling
walk that “just yesterday” wasn't
there.

BUT OUR caring attitude often
times turns to resentment and a pe.
culiar type of anger that turns us
against the people who took care of
us until we could manage on our
own, .

And our anger dictates to us that

these very same people should no -

longer have the same freedoms ac-
corded to younger people. We want
to control their homes, thelr bank
accounts, thelr [reedom of mobility
and sometimes even the declsion on
whether they live or dle.

And too few times do we compen-

sate thelr years of dedicatlon to us

with adequate houslng, health care
or the ability to maintain thelr digni-
3

Y.

It's tough to figure out what this
society means by “t00 0ld.”* We sort
of bob and weave on this one. A per-
s0n can be as young as $0 years old
and qualify for some sentor citizens
programs.

Yet few, if any, people that age
would stake a clalm to the deslgna.
tion elderly.

Bul that's true of people in thelr
60s, 70s and even thelr 80s. You just
never feel as old as everyone clse
thinks you should.

I ONCE had an 85-year-old land-
lord who was about as rebust a per-
son as l've ever known. He proudly
did all the malntenance on the rental
unlt, including tarring the roof and
digging a 6-foot ditch to fix a sewer
pipe.

During one of hls infrequent;
breaks he sald to me: .

“Steve, I know I'm gettlng old. But.
it’s hard for me Lo imagine that I'm!
going to dle. 1 don't feel any difter-
cnt than I did when I was 40" -

Now that conversation took place’
some 17 years ago and more than:
likely the energetic Jandlord has met. ~
his maker.

But his attitude and Ufestyle:
taught an important lesson and put-
me on guard against one of the ma-’
jor soclal problems facing our coun--
try — age dlscrimination. .

Increasingly, we harbor an atti-!
tude of no compromise when it
cames Lo the elderly, .

While driving Is something that!
most people take for granted, Lo an’
clderly person it Is a mark of Inde-:
pendence. Instead of trying to barri-!
cade thls avenuc of freedom, we!
should ¢lear the way, -

The American Association of Re-
tired Persons sponsors a program,.
“55  Alive/Mature Driving” that
aims to teach older people contem-
porary driving survival techniques.

And they do need to learn how to
survive in a world of younger driv-
ers who pride themselves on violat-
ing the speed limit and showing little
regard for the persen in the next
lane.

Oakland and Wayne —2 counties really aren’t so different

- HUBERT PRICE could make the
complaint out loud. Suzie Helntz or
Mary Dumas wouldn’t dare, That's
the way politics is.

- Price, D-Pontlac, is an Oakland
County commissioncr, and last week
he blistered his brethren and sistren
on the county board for using his turf
as a “dumping ground.”

Specifically, the board majority is
lining up In support of making the
state Department of Correctlons an
alfer it can’t refuse —~ 22 acres of
county land for $1 for 99 years. It
would be for a prison.

Price had other objections to the
way hls Oakland County neighbors
have been treating his beloved Pon-
tiae, .

For one thing, the county is locat-
ing a resource recovery facllity ad-
Jacent to the county service center in
Pantiac. In street language, that's a
trash incinerator,

For another, Pontiac is home to
lots of half-way houses. (To give
county officlals credit, they have
loudly proclaimed that half-way
houses stink, Sce prosecutor L,
Bli?!o;u Patterson for the colorful de-
tails.

The more he talked, the more Hu-
bert Price got wound up unti} finally,
at the tap of his lungs, he sald,
“There’s a 28th commissioner in this
room. . . racism.”

The audience groaned when Price
used that term, but he probably felt

For mare details
and an in-home
approisal.

CALL: 478-SEL),

WANTED!

+ YOUR USED HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS
AND DECOR ACCESSORIES
‘Wo are now acquiring quality furnishings. .. bedroom sots, dining

foom sets, sofas, tables, chairs, lemps, cryste), brass, art work atc.,
for tessle to disciiminsting buyers,

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY and Avold the Hassle, expansa and
disappoinimaent of homo sales. We do the pricing. pick-up, display
snd advertising to Sell Yaur Goods! Fast and worty frael

ReSellit/

ESTATE
SALES

34769 GRAND RIVER AVENUE, FARMINGTON, Ml
Hours: Mon. Sat. 10 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. — Sun. Noon - 4:00 p.m,
Thuts. and Fel. “till 9:00 p.m.
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“The infectious

care and concern of the

faculty had a profound
influence on me.”

CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Grades Six through Eight

* Ono schoot with separale campuses for girls

PETE DAWKINS '55

liveral arts
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and ¢
« Talented faculty who are advocates for oary

» Transportation and financial ald availablo
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ADMISSION TESTING BY APPOINTMENT

" For more information, please call:
Dean of Middle School Admissions - 645-3010

Cranbrook Wl admit students of any race,
- color, raligion and natlonal or othnlic odgin. -

Richard

it was true,

SUZIE HEINTZ Is Wayne County’s
only Republican commlssloner, and
she is a former supervisor and clerk
of Northville Township.

She succeeded Mary Dumas, R-
Livonia, in the county post, and they
have often made the same kind of
complalnt about the northwestern

» FREE ESTIMATES

'UGLY KITCHEN CABINETS?
2T ‘REFACE’

MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES

FORMICA SOLID WOO0DS
Solid Colors Oak, Cherry
and Woodgrain and Birch

SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOME
+« FACTORY SHOWROOM

1842 E. 11 Milfe Rd., Madison Hgts.
18Block W, of Dequindre  Daily 9.5, Sun, 10-4

- Cabinet Clad...541-52

hills of Wayne County belng a social
“dumping ground.”

Currently, three state prisons are
located there, the blggest concentra-
tlon, lo my knowledge, of any place
this side of Ionla.

Over the years, their district, in-
cluding the townships of Northville
and Plymouth, has hosted a Detroit
prison, a county home for troubled
youth, a state hospital with some
pretty tough cases, a kids' psychia-
tric center, a place for mentally re-
ta; Ids and a TB [acility that s
now a state park, I may have
skipped a few, but you get the gener-
al pleture.

In addition, that area got a royal
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CLASSICAL
VALUE

Ruby, the Lord of Gems. Forty times rarer than
a diamond, burning with ficry elegance. Set here in 14k yellow

gold, brilliantly

byaq of di
July's truly exceptional bisthstone, now at ‘
. the exceptional price of
$850 each,

charles w. WARREN

JEVILERS 30K 1902

‘SOMERSTY MALL, 1313) 493411
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shaft from Lansing and Washington
when it didn’t get “super sewer™
funding.

But Heintz and Dumas don't dare
cry “raclsm." Very unfashionable
for white suburban matrons to say
something lke that.

missioners to butt heads with the Re-
publican establishment.

Price probably would be killed for
using the “racism” issue on behalf of
his dlstrict-for-a-day, so he would
have to drop that line.

1 d retlred

UNDER MY g the next
time we have one of those Michigan
Week exchange days, iastead of
sending mayors and county execu-
tives off to other corners of the
state, we'll do it differently,

We'll send Hubert Price down to
the Wayne County Board of Commls-
sioners to butt heads with Art Carter
and the gang.

And we'll send Suzie Helntz up to
the Oakland County Board of Com-

Dumas, and I have a similar job for
her. She and Dennis Aaron, D-Oak
Park, would swap places and try to
convince thelr new collcagues to sct
up satelllte clerk and treasurer of-
fices in the “south end™ of Oakland
and western suburbs of Wayne.

People sometlmes think Oakland
and Wayne countles are different
worlds. Heek, they're not-so ditfer-
ent.

Feel Kneaded

Reach around with both hands, grab your shoulders anc rud. Feels.
nice. Now imagina a protessionally trained and certifiec massape
therapist doing that 10 you. Feels great. Melting siress, stiran anc

tatigue into sheer tranquility. So don't Imagine...visit our
OPEN HOUSE during BIRMINGHAM'S “NIGHT ON THE TOWN™
Friday, July 15, 3-8 p.m. and save 'S with 1his od*

Call642-2080 for an appointment,
BIRMINGHAM M‘Q‘SS‘AGE THERAPY

Sepees8/15/68

386 5. Hunter in Bimningham Place

Country Squire Shop

Gentlemen's Fine Appare!
75 W. Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

SUMMER
CLEARANCE SALE

Starts Thursday, June 30th

20%-50% OFF

On Seasonal Merchandise
Clothing By:
* Hickey Freeman

* Ralph Lauren
e Christian Dior
¢ H. Freeman

* Countess Mara Ties & Sportswear

e Barry Slacks
* Eagle Shirts
Open daily & Sar. 9-6 p.m.




