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Quilt helps
bring AIDS

into the open

By Corinne Abatt
staff writer

HE “NAMES PROJECT,”
which began in San Fran-
clsco as a grass roots me-
morlal to AIDS vlctims,

has become a natlonal cause celebre.

To express thelr love and feelings
for those who had died of AIDS,
{ricnds and relatives turned to one of
our country's carllest and most orig-
Inal art forms — qullting.-

What started In San Francisco as a
few banners with names of the vlc-
tims and personal messages has
spread across the United States.
Quickly it has grown to a patchwork
qullt of more than 4,500 3-by-8-foot
rectangles (the slze of a grave) that
is traveling the country, with staps
at 20 clties.

It will be at Cobo Hall in down-
town Detrolt from 9 am. to 9 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, July 6 and
7

“It 1s coming from New York City
by two seml-truck trallers. This is
Just a part of the total. On Oct, 7, the
whole thing will be on display In
Washington, D.C; it wlll cover the
mall," said Cralg Covey, chairman
of the NAMES Project for Michlgan

then said very quletly, “No matter
what we say, we can't describe what
it's lke,”

Among the many volunteers who
will be working on the Cobo Hall
project will be at least 36 emotional
support counselors, he sald.

“People break down.”

The impact of the thousands of
panels, many with polgnant messag-
cs, is overwhelming, he sald. He re-
called belng greally moved by one
panel designed as an alrmail enve-
lope addressed to the AIDS sufferer
with the line, “write back il you
can,” In the corner. Covey remem-
bered another panel — navy blue
representing the night sky with a
galaxy of stars and an arrow point-
Ing to one of them, “you are there."”

ONE OF the country's ludlng
quilt authorities, Merry Silbe:
Blrmingham, sald she hod llrm]y re-
solved to Jeave community service
projeets to a younger generation.
But, “I had to get involved in Lhis
when I was asked,” Silber aaid, “This
is priority — this and the environ.
ment are prioritics. Nothing else will

Many panels, like this one, have p

tion of the quilt will fit ln Cobo Hall. It will be arranged wllh spread out In Washington,

‘I had to get involved
when | was asked, This
is priority — this and
the environment are
priorities. Nothing else
will matter if we don’t
do something about
these.”

— Merry Sitber

She has not only made panels for
Michigan victims, she is working ac.
tively to promote awareness of the
prujnct and what |t represents;

'This 1s a catastrophic epidemic,”
she said. “Although it was difficult to
gcl the names of the victims at first,

it is now posxlble and many nnmu

matter if we don't do
about these,

and with the
Department of Public Health,
COVEY PAUSED a moment and

gtalf photos by Dan
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this quilt. Everybody has found we
must tell the world. Seelng the quilt
is like belng at The Wall (the Vet
nam War Memorial). You are struck
silent, The emotionality of the
"NAMES"isnvcrwhclmIng. . dtls
so human,"

Only a por-

HISTORICALLY, QUILTING has
been a way to bring people together,
she sald. Qullts covered the beds
where people were born, where they
made love and where they dled.
Quilting often was, and still is, a
group effort that Involves friend.
ships and sharing,

“{The quilts !hcmselvm) are a
graphic recording. of history, like
which there Is no olher " Sllbcr sald.

While some familles may be glv-

ing out names, a stigma Is stll asso- .

clated with AIDS, Covey said.

“We who work In AIDS have got to
promise anonymity,” he sald,

‘The figures change
every day. Every day
someone dies. Two-
thirds of the cases are -
in the metropolitan
area in Wayne County.
Oakland County has
the second highest

rate in the state.’

— Cralg Covey

AS OF the middle of June, 679
cases were In Michlgan and more
lhf;\ hall of them have dled, Covey
said.

“The figures change every day.
Every day someone dies. Two-
of the cases arc In the metropolitan
arca In Wayne County. Oakland
County hu the second highest rate in
the state.”

A few dozen new cases are report-
ed every few weeks, he said. Still, ke
sald, the largest numbers are on the
east and west coasts, Because It took
longer to get established in the Mid-
west, there was time to get an edu-
catlonal program going.

groups of panels. The entire qulit will be
D.C., Oct. 8-9.

“We belleve this education Is

working. . . . We belleve we have a
bandle on it.”

The “NAMES Project” Is now or-
ganized and underwritten by indlvid.
uals, organlzatfons and buslnesses.
For information on making a panel,
wrile the local oftice, “The NAMES
Project”-Detrolt, P.O. Box 1282,
Royal Oak 48068,

Many volunteers are still needed
to help set up the qulit in Cobo Hall
and to work during visiting hours.

To contact the natlopal office,
write “The NAMES Project,” P.O.
Box 14573, San Francisco, Calif.
94114,

By Anno Lehmann
speclal writer

Children may think of dolls as
Playthings, but they are one of the
world’s most valued and collected
items.

Porcelain, soft sculpture, wood,
wax or clay: Whatever the medi-
um, these human-like figures bave
found thelr way to speclalty stores
and posh boutlques.

Linda Kellert of Farminghton
Hllls, a 34-year-old wife, mother of
three boys and hand-knit en-
treprencur, never had dolls grow-
ing up as a2 child. “I shared a room
with my grandmother' who didn't
want stulfed animals or dolls in
there,”

But after her malden voyage to
‘Europe In 1982, she was smitten.
“When I saw all these Incredibly
beautiful dolls, my husband sald,
‘You're s0 talented. and artistic.
Why don’t you learn how to make
dolls?*

She began a collection which to-
day includes more than 30 dolis. By
word of mouth, she found several

. local artisans who taught classes in
doll making. She spent three years
learning, practicing and refining
her art.

“The work, in putting together a
doll, Is painstakingly detalled and
rcqulm a great deal of study,” sho

IN 1984 KELLERT catered her

national Doll Artlsans Guild, and
., took firat place, K
She favors creating reproduction
_pleces of ant!que European dolls,
oven though it can take more than
a month to produce one plece. “And
that's without the cosmml.ng. balr
and ornamentation.

The majority ol ber dolls are
made from band-poured porcelain
cast In vintage molds, which she
sculpts, palnts and costumes.

firat competition sponsored by the -

Linda Kellert

“Pouring the porcelaln is an art
form In itself," she sald. If it’s
poured badly, the plece has bubbles
and cracks,

Like many art forms, the fewer
the pourings from the mold, the
more valuable a plece tends to be,
she sald, Hence, whenever poslhle.
she uscs Jocal people she can rely
on to provide good molds that are
not ovi

Working with a delicate medium
suuh a8 porcelain s a change, she
sald,

"I 20 paper thin, that if
hold It {n your hand the wrong wy:y.
'you can put stress cracks lato It
But handling the materis} is only
Jpart- of the problem. Once the

be sanded 30 carefully, that some
of the abrasives used have to be as
dellcate aa nylon stockings and cot-
tonsilk, .

After the porcelaln is fired and
tha reproduction quality s satis-
factory, Kellert palnts each piece

i3 cast, the plece has to

‘I¥'s hard to convince
people that these dolls
are works of art and
{hey are expensive to
produce.’

— Linda Kellert

in layers and sculpis openings for
the neck and cyes. She handcralts
the tecth, ears and nostrils. After
several firings, eycs aré applied.

Kellert buys hand-blown glass
eyes from Germany for her dolls,
“Like human eyes, the opcnings
vary 80 I ean go through a hundred
pair of eyes unul 1 find just the
right ones,” she said. She aid she
likes 10 use human halr and mohalr
and when time allows, she fashions
the colffurcs herself.

" THE DETAILING docs not end
with the doll itself. Kellert designs

all the clothes, handpicks v.nuque
fabrics, has them made by a pro-
fessional seamatress and searches.
out antique accessories. For exam-
ple, one doll carries a 100-year-old
mother-of-pear] purse and another
wears a palr of real gold and pearl
earrings left to Kellert by her

ndmother.

“It's hard to convince people
that these dolls are works of art
and they are expensive to pro-
duce,” she sald. The fabric for ono
outfit alone has cost nearly §100.
But, she palnted out, she ian't in the
business o( making dolh for mon-

ey,

“Fdoitasa hebz and for artls-
tic gratification,” she ufd. “and I
Just try to recoup my cost.” .

How do Keum'- three boys re-
act to a mom who spends hours

- with what are commonly thought

of girls toya?
"“They think it's great. They
how much time it takes to put a

Kellart

Dollmaker wants everything authentic

doll together and conalder what I
am dolng artistlc. It’s funny,” she
sald,“each time I travel to a doll
show, they ask ma to keep my eyes

materiats which, for the doll at Iell hadto be as
rich and expensive looking to suit the regal
demearnor. The doll at right not only wears an

‘the .

open foran muqua G.LJoe”
All told, these works of art can
costly, ai ywhcre from $200-
81.‘.'00. Kellert's doli.i are among

19th eenmry dres:
‘ties a molhor-ol-po-rl puree, which was a pop-
ular item of & century ago.

nd hat, she car-

those currently avallable at Choco-
latlssimo of West Bloomfleld,
owned by Rlki Schatfer of Blr-
mingham, '
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