‘Critic/music authority
encouraged composer

‘By Corinno Abalt
‘staff wrlter

™ Three new songs for soprano seem
“almost destined to find their way
Into the modern classical reperteire.

Wesley Fishwlck, Royal Oak com-
poscr, wrote the music to three po-
" ¢ms by Larann Murphy of New Bal-
ttmore. Virgil Thomson commented
‘favorably on them at the composers®
" forum he conducted at Qakland Uni-
versity earlier thls month.

They were first performed by
Bonnie Brooks, soprano of Birming-
ham, with Fishwick at the piano, at a
gathering of the Little Muslcale of
Birmingham last week, agaln to fa-
varable cornment. The songs — to-
gether all three take about five min-
‘otes to perform — will be presented
at at the Bir

looking for somethlng to work with,

“1 cauldn'l imaglne my pocms
beling songs,” Murphy sald. I gave
them to her |hlnklng no way could
this happen. ™

When she heard Fishwick had set
them to music she said, I couldn’t
work the rest of the day, I was so
exeited.”

Murphy said she began writing po-
etry after she 1ook a creative wrlting
course 10 years ago. Before that she
had been writing novels. She's had
her poctry published in small press
publications, magazines and newspa-
pers, but when she heard them as
songs for the first time, tears came
to her eyes, “I was overwhelmed. 1
felt T breathed life into them and
they walked. After hearlng them
performed, lhey dnnced "

She cd she hado't care-

. ‘Symphony membership drive meet-
--ing on June 30 and for Royal Oak
+.Muslcale in the fall.
+' . Brooks and Fishwick are friends,
both teach at McComb Community
s Cotlege, she is a sololst at Redeemer
+‘Luthern Chureh of Birmingham, but
.+also sings for programs at First Lu-
-«theran Church of Detrolt where he ls
~:grganist and choir director,
NEITHER HAD met Murphy until
~wshe arrived at Brooks’ home for the
+‘Little Musicale program to hear her
. ~poems set to music for the first time,
+ It was her sister-in-law, one of
« Fishwick's plano students who took
the poems to him, knowing he was

fully chosen what she would send
him to ook at, she was skeptical, so
she just grabbed a few,

Fishwlck said he was- excited as
soon as he saw her work. “When I
looked through the plle, I pulled out
four or five that struck me right
away. I knew what I wanted to do
with 'The Star’ (slx lines) right away.
All three happened quickly. It must
be what it’s like to have a litter —
popping cut one after another.”

FISHWICK HAS wrltten other
choral works. He wrote music for
cello, piano and veice to a group of
poems by Annie Dillard and Brooks

Men. if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. lt's—easy.
And it's the law.
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was the soprano when they were pre-
sented at Macomb Community Col-
tege in April,

Fishwlck liked Murphy's poems
because they are filled with emotlon.
His musle fits well with her words; it
is strong, exelting, contemporary In
style, using both classical and jazz
Idioms, Brooks's volce Is well-suited
to these bricf, tumultuous splashes
of emotion.

Fishwlck sald ke and about flve
other composers had submitted thelr
musical scores to Thomson before
the session at Varner Hall. “He's
very hard of hearing, but he had
studled my scores and he sort of
lked performed them for himself.
Mostly he was concerned about cer~
taln words In the line, where they
were done well and where they could
be improved.” Flshwick said Thom-

son came back to his songs several
times, was very encouraging and

when he sang them for himsell, his  Composer, planist Wesley Fishwick talks about
the three new songs with Lorann Murphy, who

pltch was “In the balipark.”
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