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Oakland to planners: more east-west buses

8y Tim Richard
stalf writer

- Oakland County officlals say pub-
lic translt planners are barely look-
g at their needs: cast-west, suburb-
to-suburb buses.

Z"From the comments I've heard,
cast-west serviee is sorely lacking,”
sald county commissioner Marilynn
E. Gosling, R-Bloomfleld Hills.

“1 support Ms. Gosling's concern,”
said Auburn Hills councilman E.
Dale Fisk.

They commented Monday nlght on
the new, 20-year “Reglonal Public
‘Transporlation Choices,” a plan
drafted by the Southeast Michigan.
Counch of*Governments.

A BARE two dozen people attend-
ed the hearing In the County Com-
missioners' audlitorjum in Pontiac,
and many of those were SEMCOG
staffers.
wJohn Amberger, SEMCOG execu-
tive director, outlined four publle
transit “cholees” (see outline below)
to serve the reglon untfl the year
2005. Federal law requires a reglon-
al transportation plan as a condltion
of  recelving highway and transit
grants.

*~ But only one cholce — the all-bus
pragram - listed 76 crosstown sub-
urban express buses, which Is what
Gosling and Fisk wanted to sec.
‘Three plans with varying degrees of
Detrolt-suburban light rail line omit-

ted crosslown express buses,

They did, however, list varying
levels of crosstown local scrvice,
noted Carmine Palombo, SEMCOG
transportatton planner.

The answer falted to satisfy the
Oakland offlclals. For years, they
and other county politicos have ar-
gued there is greater need for ser-
vice ncross the Macomb County line
than to downtown Detroit.

Fannle Adams, representing the

Oakland-Livingston Human Services .

Agency, said, "We really need small
buses for senlor citizens and peeple
in [solated areas. people grow
older, you have less cars.”

SEMCOG PLANS 2, 3 and 4 pro-
vided for growing degrees of light
rall transit — a modern version of
the streelcar — in the Woodward
corrlidor.

“We've had commuter service
from Pontiac to Detroit before,” sald
county commissioner David Moffltt,
R-Bloomficld Township, noting the
service collapsed. “Why do you think
it's viable now?"

Robert Newhouser, SEMCOG staff
member, safd the previous service,
along Grand Trunk Rallroad tracks,
bypassed the major service arecas
along Woodward such as Wayne
State Unlverslty, the medleal area
and the cultural center, following
back paths lo the Renaissance Cen-

ter,
“Much of this light rail line direct-

‘The choices:
bus, light ralil

Here arce the four “public trans-
portation choices,” as outlined in
SEMCOG's 20-year master plan:

Choice 1: Bus Increase ooly. In-
crease large bus fleet 61 percent,
from 822 to 1,329, Add 76 crosstown
express buses in suburbs {e.g., South-
fleld, Troy, Plymouth-Dearborn). In-
crease small buses S8 percent. Annu-
al'capltal cost and operating deficlt:
$158 milllon.

. Cholce 2: Add Woodward lght rail.
Ingrease large bus fleet only 52 per-
cent and add 34-car light line on
Woodward from downtown Detrait
to Royal Oak. No crossiown express.

buses. Annual capltal cost and oper-
ating deficit: $172 million.

Cholee 3: Similar, add Gratiot
light rafl. SEMTA’s own “preferred
plan™ would add 18 light rail cars
that would serve Gratlot from down-
town to 1-696 in Roseville. Not as
many new big buses. No crosstown
express buses. Annual capltal cost
and operating deficit: $163 milllon.

Cholee 4: Similar, extend both
1ight rails, The Woodward line would
go to Pontiac, the Gratiot line to
Mount Clemens, with a total of 84
Night rall cars, Not as many big
buses. No crosstown express buses.
Total annual capital and operating
subsidy cost: $194 milllon.

Pernicks win
an appointment

For once, commissioner Larry
Pernlck of Southfield wasn't sore at
s~~the Republican majority on the Oak-
1and County board.
it wasn't just because the board
plcked @ Democrat for a threc-year
term on the Community Mental
Health Board.
The Democrat happened to be his
sop, Nat Pernick, with University of
" Michigan degrees in medicine (1983)
and law (1986).
" The elder Pernick, a veteran of
Lo decades on the county board,
‘was positively beaming as the ap-
polntment sailed through 24-0 last
ek, .
. The doctor-altorney Pernick has
an office on Telegraph Road In
<Bloom!letd Townshlp where he spe-
‘clalizes in mental health law {com-
mitments and guardianships), com-
uter-related law, and evaluations of
medlcat malpractice cases for atlor-

Béys,
~Hels actlve‘ln the American Lung
Jatlon of

East Michigan Environmental Ac-
tlon Councll, Jewish Community
Cduncit and Optimists Club.

= .

ZTHE BOARD voted 21-3 to hire
the law firm of Dickinsor, Wright,
Moon Van Dusen & man to de-
fend its decision to place a solid
wasto incinerator in Pontiac,

<'The city of Pontiac has flled suit
asking a permanent Circult Court in-
Jymetion agalnst the incinerator, part
of Oakland's state-mandated ‘solid
wiaste management plan,
wDlssenting were three of the
Wpard’s efght Democrats — Hubert
Price of Pontlac, James Doyon of
Madison Helghts and Ruel McPher-
£8n of Haze) Park,

= .

=A BILL regulating “dangerous an-
ifals” was endorsed unanimously
1ty the county board. N
=House Bill' 4897, sponsored by
Tep. Willis Bullard, R-Mliford, isn’t
Minited to pit bulls, That was one
tpason the board's general governe
ment committee reported out the
recommendation.

i
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Dr. Nat Pernick
onr mental health board

The bill would allow a judge to
find the owner of a dangerous anl-
mal guilty of involunlary man-
slaughter {f the animal caused the
death of a person. For an injury less
than death, the owner could be found
gullty of a felony and sentenced to
four years In prison and fincd $2,000.

L]

SOME 280 county employees have
a new three-year contract, retroac-
tive to Jan. 1 and expiring Dec. 31,
1890,

The board ratified a contract with
the Oakland Counly Employces Un-
fon that raised wages an overall 4.5
percent, the same 83 non-union em-
ployees recelved. The contract re-
quired a budget adjustment of
$312,000 for the current year.

vered are drain commissioner,
public works, parks and recreation,
medlcal "care, community mental
health, anlmal control and some
sheriff’s employees.

Six diabetes classes open

“ A serics of ‘six dlabetes classes

Flt be held 7-9 p.m. in the auditori-.

1im of the Oakland County Health Di-
yision, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontiac,
€lasses begin on Thursday, July 7.

= Classes aro for adult diabotics and
Their family members. They are
taught by a public health nurse and &

registered dietitlan. Toples Include
the nature of the disease, dictary
management, medications and
suggestions for coping with every-
day problems,

No fees are charged, but you are
asked to prereglster by calling 424-

7042,
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,

costs per [{

ager of SEMTA, the

seyven-county

ly penctrates Woodward,” he sald. SRR & e
The SEMCOG plan calls for a sub- oy s onron =1
way from Ren Cen to Grand Clreus - CROrELANG 400i30% (ol AGmiOnD
Park in downtown Detrolt and a sur- (\L nanoon b y
face route to Royal Oak and/or Pon- broid = S’ XLl
oS

Genem‘lly. ﬁE‘MCOG statfers sald, OSSO [ ] e E--m....;m. - wnor

as use of rail increases, operating . 3
per p One =]
light ral! car can carry the equiva- D T ]
lent of 2.5 buses, 12 vans and 90 cars. ke T s ki T e | i
waans | wireiaee | warearano ¢ pom PO ™
ALBERT MARTIN, general man- arivan R ""’:'.'-'L'.‘-"
e ynesn)
Transpi thorlt: g "'B ] v Y, 1
called for an Increased sales tax to el % siooub e
pay for the Increased service. 3 uarors o o 3 et new e
. Sy AioouraiD) Sum -~

“Around the country, lthe sales tax sk o - [br-' o A
1s usually the most viable for transit el L ooz cur
funding,” said Martin, who heads the crom ranron [PEE i 1 rop— 4

public bus agency. P30 -w: o sy lr,.E en WOODWARD
13

“The SEMTA board in 1984

picked
the sales tax as most viable, .

anniiug

u-..;ﬁ“,. outsrtia -
_j 7
e

“We bappen to be a tremendous
tourlst area,” sald Martin, indicating
tourlst dollars could be tapped to
help pay transit costs.

For the last year, however, state
leglslators have debated rival
school-flnance reform plans, all of
which have included replacing prop-
erty taxes with a 2-cent hlke In the
curtent 4-cent sales tax.

Said SEMCOG's Amberger:
“There's sort of a race on to se¢ who
gets the sales tax first — schools or
transit.”

SEMCOG s the seven-county re-
glon's planning agency. Its 130-plus
members pay dues voluntarily,
SEMTA is an operating authority
whose jurisdiction is outside the city
of Detroit.
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Choice 4,” the most capital intensive course tor
the next 20 years, would see two light rail lines
spreading in.a V shape from downtown Detroit
to Pontiac and Mount Clemens. The region's
large bus fleet would be expanded 45 percent
to 1,191 vehicles; small buses, 58 percent to
392 vehicles.
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