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MacDonald’s hot bat lifts 10-0 South

By Dan O'Msara
statf writer

With every run he drives in, Rob
MacDonald makes his brother a Lt.
tle prouder and his South Farming-
ton Connle Mack baseball team
mare successful,

On a team loaded with talent,
MacDonald has become one of its
stars. He has emerged as one of the
|eading hitters and the top RBI man.

MacDonald's plate production is &
blg reason South, coached by bls old-
er brother, Mark, and Dave Turn-
quist, is 10-0 and leading the Little
Caesars Connle Mack League.

With four RBI In & §-2 victory
‘Thursday over Livonla Re/Max, he
raised his scason total to 20, and be
kept his batting average well above
500 by going 2-for-4 in the process.

“I'M DEFINITELY proud of him
and what be's done,” Mark Mac.
Donald sald, “He's accomplished a
lot this season, and it's rubbed off on
the rest of the players. -

“'Being my brother also puts more
pressure on ‘him. So what he's ac-
complished be's done on hls own."

Rob MacDonald, who will be a
senlor at Farmington Harrison in the
fall, has been known more as a de-
fensive catcher until this summer
when he's been red hot with the bat,
resulting in him getting the clean up
duties in the South erder.

In the team's two previous games,
he had a grand slam and a un
homer. Nobody eclse on the team,
which blends a combination of play-
ers from Harrison, Farmington,
Novi, Clarenceville and Catholle
Central, has more than eight RBI,

“I feel less pressure here, use
everybody here can hit,” MacDonald
sald. “There’s less pressure to pro-
duce, because 1f T don't 'the guy be-
hind me will,

“QVER THE WINTER, 1 prac.
ticed a lot in the garage, hitting off a
tee. I thought once I got my confi-
dence I could be a good hitter,
cause I had good form.” -

And how does he like playing for
hls brother?

“He expects a lot out of me, be-
cause he knows what I can do,” sald
MacDonald, adding “I'm the one who
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Rob MacDonald had two hits
and four RBI to lead South
Farmington.

always gets yelled at for not bring-
Ing the baseball or the equipment.”

MacDonald played a key role dur-
Ing a six-run surge that broke open
Thursday's game in the third inning,
sending South Into a 7-0 lead.. His
bases-loaded single knocked in two
runs to make it 4-0.

Joe Jentzer, who got an RBI when

be-  walked with the bases full, followed
“by demonstrating some daring-do by

stealing home against losing pitcher
Brian Wisalewskl.

Dave Skown, who was in a $-for-22
slump going into the game, broke out
of |t by golng 2-for-8 with three RBI,

LYMOUTH CANTON and
Livonia Churchill: state
co-champions in girls

80Ccer.
How does that sound? Has & dif-
ferent ring to it, doesn't it? A hol-
low ring, perhaps? y

Under a new Michigan High
Schoo) Athletic Association rule set
to go into effect with boys soccer

er.

As in the past, teams will contin-
ue t.:zhy two 10-minute overtime
periods followed by two
u

2 state champs?
No shootout rule
makes it possible

of
tee that studled the matter was
“What dlfference does it make edu-
cationally?”

mine a winner. If tw
battle to a tie after 110 minutes,
then both deserve to be called state
champloas.”

‘While we acknowledge the mer-
(ts of the educational argument and
of or not 2
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baseball

He capped the third innlng with a
two-run single,

HE DROVE in the game’s

ALSO
first run in the second, hitting & shot
down the third-base line for a double

and moved up on two more wild
pitches,

South’s blg Inning chased
Wisnlewskl, who went 2% innings. In
addition to the seven runs, he al-
lowed flve hits, walked three, hit a
batter and struck out two,

“We should have made the change
sooner,” Remax coach Bob Craver
sald. “(Wisnlewskl) kept getting
nicked, nlcked.

“fAfter Skown's hit), I knew he
was grooving It at that point and
::Hiebody was golng to get ahold of

THOUGH OWENS held the South
bats down, MacDonald wasn't
through and drove In his team's last
two runs,

He reached base on an error in the
fourth, but Scott Wladischkin was
heading for the plate regardless, His
slxth-inning single scored Jentzer.

South also got excellent pitching
from starter Jason Hicks, the
winner, and rellever Cralg Murray.

Hicks went five |nnings, scattered
six hits and struck out nine. He also
walked three. Murray gave up two
hits in the last two innings. After Re-
max put two men on in the sixth, he
struck out the last two batters.

“Hicks did a fabulous job,” Mark
MacDonald sald. “He gets ahead of
the batter and comes In with the
curve ball. He keeps them off bal. .
ance constantly.”

Wisnlewskl scored Remax' first
run on a slngle by Jeff Mitsoupolis,

and his seventh-inning single Jason Hicks lots fiy with a curveball en route to
picking up the victory Thursday against Livo-
nia Remax. Hicke worked five innings and

kngcked in Jeff Pendell with the sec-
ond.
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4 .
struck out nine as South won its 10th straight
gamo, '

Planning ahead
Olympic hopefuls train for spot on team

By C.J. Risak
statf writer

Training has already begun for a race that
won't take place for at least 3% months — for the
lucky, and most-talented, athletes.

For others, this is more Likely almed at
& race more than four years in the future.

that sounds like over-preparation, remember

swimming

“(Tralning) is golng well,” said Hoviand, who
recently returned from Kenyon (Ohlo) College
where 15 Olymplc swim hopefuls (including all
four QU p were worklng out. “Jim
Snﬁcw(ec 1ooks good, and Erik Strom is strong. -

mens swim team are spending several hours a
day trying to scale each of the obstacles separat-
Ing them from that September rzce in Seoul, Ko-
rea

dneoltheuunmemben—ﬁl!wnwm,u

Olympics.

The worldwide attestlon focused on the Clym-

i.nL' what. ol'.::!mlkamooe race
portant In & young athlete's life,

And just getting to that race fs a struggle.

FOUR MEMBERS of Oakland University's

natlve of the Caribb land Curacao - already

has a reservation in the Olympic Village; another

— Mark VanderMey — has “a3 good a chance as

anyho&iy" of making It, according to OU coach
ovland,

Pete
‘The other two, junlor Jim Surowiec of F:
Hills (and

remains rugged competition
between them and a berth on the U.S, team,

‘Mark (V bas been worklng very
hard and has looked very tired, but he's starting
break through some barriers, and bis attitude
positive.”

VANDERMEY, ACCORDING to Hovland,
could be one of the favorites to win a berth on the
US. team In either the 100-meter or 200-meter

In 1988, V traveled (o
Moscow for the Goodwill Games and returned as
the top US. finlsher In both, .

Alter each at the NCAA Divisjon II
meet last March, he went to the Division I {lnal
and {inished {lith In the 200 breast and won the
consolation final in the 100, .
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Summer league enters 6th year
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