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Two ballot issues

v
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Senate splits cleanup, parks bonds

By Tim Richard
slaff wrlter

A Wwo-week logjam broke In less
than an hour as the Michigan Senate
voted overwhelmingly to put two
bond issues befare voters Nov. 8.

“Timling s everything in polltics.
‘The mood lg right this year,” sald
Sen. Vern Ehlers, R-Grand Raplds,
the shepherd who gulded the flock of
six bltls to passage Wednesday.

“Five ycars!” beamed Sen. Connle
Binsfeld, R-Maple Clty, author of the
bill to put an environmental cleanup
proposal on the ballot. That was how
long she had sponsored leglslation
for toxle waste cleanups and solid
waste dlsposal. Gov. James J. Blanc-
hard incorporated the idea in his
1988 stale of the state message.

‘The bills go to the House where
their future Is uncertain, If the
House passes different verslons, Sen-
ate Majority Leader John Engler, R-

Mount Pleasant, and House Speaker
Gary Owen, D-Ypsilanti, will ap.
point a six-member conference com.
mlttee to Iron out differences.

HERE 1S WHAT the Senate’s ver-
slon would put before voters:

® A $700 mllilen enviropmental
protection bond Issue. )

A companion bill would’split the
money: $450 million for cleaning up
toxie waste sites, $175 million for
solld waste (trash) disposal; $50 mil-
ilon for water pollutlon controls; and
25 milllon as Michigan’s portlon In a
Great Lakes protectlon fund. If other
states fail to joln the Great Lakes
fund, the $25 milllon would go Into
waler pollutlon programs.

Scnators voted 35+0 on the bond ls-
sue (SB 651). Among the three absen-
tees were Jack Faxon, D-Farming-
ton Hills, and Rlchard Fessler, R-
Union Lake.

® A $100 million recrcation bond

Orion Oaks plan
goes to public -

The Oakland County Parks and
Reereation Commission will hold a
public hearing at 9 a.m. Wednesday,
July 6, on the propesed development
of Orion Oaks County Park in Orlon
Townshlip.

Hearlng slte Is the parks and rec-
reallon atlon

In 1980, Orlon Oaks was acqulred
as Oakland's ninth county park. The
property, including a 97-acre lake,
was part of 2,400 acres owned by
Chrysler Corp. and made avallable
to the state of Michigan.

Public regarding the

offlce at 2800 Watklns Lake Road,
between Pontiac Lake and Scatt
Lake Roads, In Waterford Township,
west of Pontiac.

The proposed master plan for the
927-acre parcel includes a universal-
ly deslgned programmed public use
{acility with some llmited day-use.

The park will provide overnight ac- .

comodations and serve as a multl-
purpose facility for recreational and
educatlonal use by groups and or.
ganizations.

plan may be presented at (he public
hearlng or addressed to: Qakland
County Parks and Recreation Com-
misslon, 2800 Walkins Lake Road,
Pontiac 48054
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issue. A companlen bill would allo-
cate $70 milllon for state parks’ fa-
cilities and $30 million in matching
grants to municipalitles,

‘This blll, SB 865, was more contro-
verslal, passing 28-5. All Observer &
Eccentric area senators supported it
except Faxon and Fessler, who were
absent,

A week earller, ,Sens. Willlam
Faust, D-Westland, and George Hart,
D-Dearborn, had joined a bloc to de-
feat the measure, with Faust charg-
ing the formula gave too little to
‘Wayne County.

A THIRD, highly controversial bill
also was passed — SB 48 placing a
$2 per ton tipplng fee for solid waste
landfills. It will gencrate $20 miilion
In new revenue, satd Ehlers, its spon-

0T,

‘That tax passed 21-13, It was sup-
ported by area Republicans Doug
Cruce of Troy, Robert Geake of
Northvllle and Rudy Nichols of
Waterford, but opposed by Demo-
crats Faust and Hart. Faxon and
Fessler were absent.

The Michigan Municipal League
and many Oakland County officials
opposed the fee as “an unfair and ad-
ditional tax burden on these public
health measures,” in the MML's
words,

But in a key amendment, senators
broke the “tie-bar" that would have
used the fee to pay off the environ-
mental bond issue. The fee is now a
separate questlon.

No new taxes will be needed to
pay the $70 milllon annual debt ser-
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vice cost for the 20-year life of the
bond issue, Ehlers sald, because
other bond iszues are being paid off.
A college phyaicist before entering
politics, Ehlers sald be has two crite-
ria for using bonds rather than cur-
rent revenues: 1) they are for capltal
projects whose life is greater than
f the bond lxsue; and the
need [s 80 pressing that It's cheaper
to pay off bonds than suffer the dam-
age of not dolng the project.

EHLERS SAID the Wayne County
abjections to the recreation boad Is-
sue ’“Bri‘;l“nﬁlmwed‘ by Go

As ly proposed by Gov.
Blanchard and passed by the House,
the environmental bond issue provid-
ed some economnlie development
money, The Senate objected, -
ing in its place the water pollution
control provisions,

There was much committee and
corridor debate over breaking
Blanchard's $800 miilion propesal
Into two separate ballot issues.

But majority leader Engler said
there were “solid constitutional
grounds” for doing so0. He sald ballot
issues are supposed to
and not too broad.

Sen. Lana Pollack, D-Aan Arber,
voted reluctantly to put the enviren-
mental bond issue on ballot. A
congresslonal candidate, Pollack
charged that-“Republicans refused
to stand up to the issue of holding
polluters responsible for thelr ac-
tions.” She said the public is bearing
too much of the cost burden.

Perfect Qutdoor Summer

Actlvity for Kids & Adults
Visit the Wonderiand of Unusual Toys at
7he Dot Top Sebdtm

&
3047 W. 12 Wida » Bortley » $43:3113
Wich 801108 Tn & Fr a7

be specific

Monday, July 4, 1254 _OLE (O15A

422

[ECCLESTONE

e ESX P - g

Our Spring and Summer
Semi-Annual Sale Begins
Please visit us for savings up to 50%

SOMERSET - THE MALL - TROY

313-649-3640

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's o
time to register with Selective Service Wels
at any U.S. Post Office.
It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

CLEARANTCE

Designer Dresses
Accessories

Handbags

Designer Sportswear

Dresses
Women's and Miss J Shoes

Sportswear Suits Maternities
Fine Jewelry Menswear Children’s Apparel,

Accessories and Shoes Toys Miss J Mr.J Home Furnishings Accessories for the Home
Quality Window Cenler& ,
PR 274-4144 (k.

A NON-PROFIT CULTURAL PROGRAM OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

Meadow Brook

MUSIC FESTIVAL

IN COOPERATION WITH
Tedt

Obseruer & Eceentric 8 WIR

NEWSPAPERS

COmeEricA

TUESDAY — JULY 5

Herb Alpert

Mead(;w Brook
Festival Orchestra

with special guest

Lani Hall

George del Barrio, conductor
and comedian

Rich Hall

FIREWORKS
$22.50, $18.50 Pavillon

$13.30 Lawn

STOREWIDE

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

" Be here tomorrow morning! Our storewide clearance
accessories gets under way with great i

FRIDAY — JULY 8 & SATURDAY — JULY 9
Roger Whittaker
with special guest

Dennis Blair

513,50 Lawn

of summer appare! ant
at i .

: l?al\oobSon's

) X We will validate your parking ticket,
We welcome Jacobson’s Charge or the American Express® Card

Friday :
and Saturday

. Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and
Untit'6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesd: W di

N .




