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R OLOR IT invisible.
! It certainly seems to be.
* Few people know what the county

ion does, let alone who their
sstoner is.

. Soit’s not surprising the race for the Republi-
-citn nomination in the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners 27th District has pricked little
voter interest. The 27th, reptesenting 54,000 res-
idents, encornpasses all of Farmington and much
of Farmington Hills,

Glamorous, county government isn't,

Even Donn Woli. squaring off against Jody
Soronen for the GOP nomination, calls it “the
mystery government.” As he apily put it, “Many
people don’t know who anybody is or what any-
body does.” ,

The 27-member commission meets  Lwlee
monthly at the County Courthouse in Pontlac to
set budget and policy for the county. one of the
nation’s wealthiest.

UNLIKE A city council, the service-oriented
county commission doesa't consider many ordl-

sioners provide health programs, run
“airports. appoint boards and approve labor con~
" tracts. They also provide such lesser known ser-
vices as out-of-court mediation.

Oakland, through the county commission, has
been a pioncer in countywide public works, tor-
nado siren warnings and out-of: t medjath

‘Take interest
'County government important

Few people know what the county
commission does, let alone who
their county commissioner is.

disposal and labor contracts.

Rarely do individual commissioners make a
difference when the Republlcan-dominated
board as a whole meets, They make a difference
through committee work — by the kinds of ques-
tions they ask, the kinds of amendments (hey
seek and the kinds of insight they provide.

WAYNE COUNTY government is much more
politicized than Oakland County government.

Oakland’s commissioners are more self-effac-
ing. Commission meetings are no place to grand-
stand. Besides, there’s nothing to grandstand
about.

Commilssioners are pald §17,191 a year —
$1,600 more if they chair a committee. But you
would be hard pressed to find anyone that sought
the job for the pay.

Because it produces so little name ry

Ethnicity has no place
in state House contest

ETHNIC SLURS already have
marred the hot race to £il) the House
seat held by Sandy Brotherton, a
Farmington Republican  stepplng
down this year after 14 years as a
state

serving as a county commissioner {sn't much of a
political stepping stone. In a recent counlywide
poll, not one commissioner boasted more than 2
percent name recognition,

Through the county’s Communily and Eco.
“‘nomic D Department, i
also provide consulting and staff
busi Tovel e

funding for
along the I-

-696 corridor
" The commission does a lot of things ordinary
“citizens don’t see, carc about or appreciate until
a need arises.

Nowadays, it's wrestling with some mighty
“key spending decisions: courthuuse expansion, i+
| ‘brary consolidation and expansion, sulid wasle

AKLAND COUNTY roads — like the
searing weather — are something ev-
cryone talks about but no one wants to
do much about. it's hard to find anyone

vigorously campaigning for voter approval Nov,
8 of the $25-per-vehicle fee to improve trans-
portation facilities within the county.

Roads should be an issue throughout 1988, not
just in the final days before the presidential elec-
tion. Voters should turn on the political heat by
asking state legislative and county candidates
and even local officlals about road money at
cvery opportunity.

Candidates willing to say “yes" should be given
bonus points. Those who say *no" should be given
grudging credit for candor, Bul candidates who
slip, slide and dodge should be penalized.

THE STORY behind the issue that most candi-
dates are dodging goes like this:

‘The Oakland Counly Road Commisston, an ap.
pointed body with limited powers, surveyed
communities lwo years ago and produced a list
of projects needed for economlc development.
Price tag: $740 million over 10 years, or $74 mil
lion a year, in new money.

The OCRC, lacking authority to raise new rev.
enue, turned to the siat» Legistature with a wish
list of ideas. Most feit Ly the wayside. A batch of
state license fees were raised, which should bring
in somewhere between $8 million and $12 million
a year. Remember, the goal was $74 million.

‘The Legislature passed only one local option
— the $25 vehicle reglstration fee. It would raise
$19 million a year. The OCRC, lacking authority
to put it on the ballot, turned to the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners. ‘Without .en.
dorsing i, the commilssioners first put it on the
Aug. 2 ballot, then found a snafu in the county
clerk’s office had made that date impossible, and
finally rescheduled it for the Nov. 8 ballot.

Again, commissloners didn’t endorse it.

And the OCRC can't use public funds to cam-
paign for it.

"’ TO ITS CREDIT, a group of real estate people
and developers is putting together an ad_ver!lalng

Vehicle tax
Political leadership is needed

" argued that d

Most take on the job simply out
of a desire to repay thelr community for some of
whal it has given to them.

Thinking aboul skipping the county commis-
sion part of your ballot in the Aug. 2 primary or
the Nov. 8 general election?

Consider that commissioners oversee a $263
million operating budget and 3,581 employees.

And that they collect and spend 4.69 mills of
your yearly property tax bill cach year. If your
house s worth $150,000, that warks out to $351
— hardly extrancous cash.

Roads should be an issue
throughout 1988, not just in the

The youngest of the four GOP
hopefuls, Mlke Sarafa, played back
his answering machine one day last
week, only to hear the caller say she
didn't want an Arab representing the
65Lh state House district.

Frankly, I didn’t reallze the Farm-
ingten-area dlstrict, which happens
to be where I live, Is 50 exclusive. I
don't condone that exclusivity. It's a
district worthy of any qualitied can-
didate’s representation,

It Sarafa, the sop of immigrant
parents, tops fellow challengers Jan
Doln;, Mike Bouchard and Paul W;l-
day in the GOP primary Aug. 2, he
should be the R pub ¢

other facet of his background.
Sarafa's ancestry had 1o bearing

on Farmington Hills resldent Max
Flsher, a leader of the Jewlsh com-
munlty who has endorsed the candl.

the variety of cultures and traditions
In our neighborhoods,”

HAVE YOU taken the time to no-
tice the many nationalities who eall
Farmington or Farmington Hllls
home? Do you know any of the first-
generation famllles In your neigh-
borh

Farmington Publlc Schools’ bllin.
gual staff writes and speaks 18 lan-
guages, We are, as Cultural Awany
ness Committeé vice chair Joan
Dudley aptly put t, “becoming truly

ate,

Fisher judged the 22-year-old on
the basls of his “energy and his in-
sight,” not his Middle Eastern roats.

The frony Is that Sarafa recelved
his hate call two wecks before the

Chairman Jim Agnew would llke
the committee “to be a saurce of re-
moving the fear of difference.”

You can't fault its mission — to
promote an understanding of cultur.
al d foster an interest in

24th annua) K Farming-

er for the Nov. 8 general election.
It's as simple as
Thls is no political endorfement.
1t's just a reminder of how a repre-
sentative democracy works.

HIS CHALDEAN ancestry and
support should be no more or no less
of an advantage or burden than any

ton Hills Festival.

The midsummer festival, started
to honor our community's Quaker
beginnings in 1824, sports a cultural
theme this year: 1 of

learning about each other and nur.
ture an appreclation for our multi-
heritage.

But it's clear the committee and

the World.” i
The theme was chosen by our
s Cultural

e have a brier patch of
prejudice left to conquer, given the
#lurs Mike Sarafa has to endure in a
race that's d to be decided on

Committee, dedicated to ralsing our
g

fasues, trust, politics and integrity —
not fei

about
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final days before the pr tial
election.

but it also will take political leadership.

Some politicos preferred a local option fuel
tax — the more miles you cover, the more you
pay. Unfortunately, that bill failed in Lansing,
It's simply not an optlon, at least this year, But
you could ask legislative candidates about 1989,

Others wanted developer impact fees. They

ible for !

River Ave., Farmi

on 48024.

News stories
spur reaction

To the editor:
Kudos for the June 30 front-page
article Marlan McCracken, the

bu\lﬁ!uio" president of Michigan
NOW, who works hard to better life

IPETS TEST
growth should pay the cost of ramps, intersection
flares, additional lanes and traffic signals that
Lheir projecls necessitated. Again, that bill failed
in Lansing. But you could ask legislative candl-
dates about 1989, .

Under Michigan's city home rule law, cities
can write charters levying up to 20 mills. Many
suburban citles levy far less than the limit. City
councils who perceive they have a road problem
should elther look at raising their charter limits
or back the anly option that's avatlable,

IN 1388, ONLY one option is avajlable — a $25
annua! fee on every Lruck, van, auto and road-
using motorized vehicle. (It wouldn't apply to
trailers.)

It has lts disadvantages — nleking three-car
{amilies for $75 a year without regard to their’
road use. But it's either this or nothing,

Under terms of the OCRC's offer, the $19 mil-
lion will be spent in citles, vitlages and townships
in proportion to the number of vehicles regis-
tered there. And it will be up te local councils
and governing hoards te decide how the new rev-
enue will be used.

It’s popular to assume therc's a “tax revolt."
We don't see it that way. People will vote money
when they are convinced there's a need and that
they w‘lll benefit. Candldates who would be off-

to win voter app 1. That’s

will haye to tell them up front about
the need and benefits. That will take more than
an advertising campalgn paid for by developers.

It will take political leadership.

Legislative leadership.

County executive leadership.

County commlssion leadership,

City council, village council and township
board leadership, - .

And heat from patriotic and concerned Oak-
land County road users,

woren,

b for the silly, shallow
{feature (same edition) on Leigh No-
last and the ph s
who belleves all women want to be

{n-ups. They don't!
pocips J Nlcoll, president,
Older Women's League-Michigan,
Farmington

Let’s improve
moral climate

To the editor;

Lets pnt.lnrnpwthh madne’:‘l
Our young America are
down the “draln.” &

m'-cumm::mmmmu
Start a stop to pornogra-
phy.zmmphyhmnvimmlen
crime,

Let's promote some good values
':!iunncqqnlmnﬂlpud

Dick lsham general manager

sex, family, honesty, hard work, per-
severance and faith in God, Let the
movies, TV, news media and rock
music industry do the same. Then
we'll see the horrors of our soclety
deminish, .

That also includes a “no” to casino

In Atlantlc City, robberl
and rapes Increased 88 percent the
first year of gambling: assaults,

prostitution and larceny

Spelling bees
are defended

To the editor:
Another absurdity has burst Into
print and needs some rebuttal!

25 percent and drugs are dold openly,
on the streets, Is this what we want?
Sasan Nockolls,

When P Citron de-
scribes national bees as “ridlculous™
and their contestants as “grinds,” he
dsmuu only himself, Such a view ls.

Lovely flag
nice tribute

To the editor:

On July 4 at 6 am,, I was pleas-
antly (o discover a lovely
flag on my front lawn. At first, T
thought it might have been from a
veterans y In memory of my
brother . who passed away last
month.

‘Thia was not a toy, but a very nice
12-by-17-inch vinyl flag, implanted

firmly In our sofl’

—— @bseruer & Eccentric Newspapers s

. Steve Barnaby managing editor
Rich Periberg assisiant managing editor

Richard Brady director of advertising
Fred Wright director of circulation

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
- Richard Aginlan president

y as as it is pre-
posterous,

Spelling bees at all levels reward
and encourage excellence, Naturally
the losers will be disappointed, just
as in sporting, chess and political
contests, but It is a great accom-
plishment even to be eligible as a
contestant in these matches,

‘The poor speller in our society
suffers a serious bandicap. Most
4teachers react negatively to bad
spelling and then grade papers and
tests accordingly. The careless mis.
pelling on a job application often
prevents a candldate from obtaining
the position desired,

The letter writer should reallze
that the youngster who prepares for
a spelling bee also learns the mean-
Ings of many new words.

Patterns emerge an the student
becomes aware of the roots, stems
and affixes, usually Latin or G
that are found in tens of thousands of
so-called “English” words. This
mﬁn then {ncreases the Indi-

's vocabulary exponentially,
. “Litbophilous” and “immit 4 "
cited by Citron, are pluperfect ex-
amples,

Richard W, Rosenbaxm,
Bloomfield Hills




