Pending report to determine

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf writer

by summer's end, a report is ex-
p«:ted to detall how much and when
sewer rates will Increase to help
Farmington Hills pay the local share
of the long-planned $63 million In
Evergreen-Farmington sanitary
sewer improvements,

“Qver the long baui sewer fees
will have to go up,” clty manager
Willlam Costick sald at a public
meeting June 20,

‘The question is how much and
when, Farmington Hills and South-
fleld, which will benefit and pay the
most for the sanitary sewer im.
provements, bave been saving mon-
ey to get a head start on financing
constructlon. Farmington Hills has
saved $6 milllon and

urvlca director Thomas Biasell

The citles are facing a late Sep-
tember deadline for certification of
& grant through the federal Environ.
mental Protection Agency under the
Clean Water Act. If the citles are
awarded the grant, $1% milllon of the
estimated $63 million is eligible for
federal financing, Blasell sald.

THAT MEANS Farmington Hils'
$21.4 milllon local share would be
reduced to $13 milllon, The citles
wlil have an estimated 20 years to
pay g!{l:ondﬂ that will bc eold to
help bulld improvements expected to
be completed by mid-1981, he added.

Improvements will add capacity
to the overburdened and inadequate
sewage lines. Improvements will
pment sewage overflow apllllng

about $12 million,

The estimated $63 milllon price
tag Is an Increase over an earlier es-
timate of $48.4 million, “They (Mich-
igan Department of Natural Re-
sources) have gone back and
changed items and included much
mare that other communities might
have to do,” Farmington Hills public

ant
Rnugc River, which s the reason lor
the EPA's interest and grant pro-
gram.,

A rate Increase for both water and
sewer effectlve July 1 in Farming-
ton Hills is the result of Increases
from Detroit, which provides water
and disposes and treats sanitary
sewer wastes, Farmington Hllls,

West Bloomfield

Evergreen - Farmington Sewer System District

however, also can {ncraase rates for

purposes such as paying for the fed-
erzlly mandated sanitary sewer im-
provements.
“We anticipate we won't have to
do a whole lot (of rate adjusting) at

sweeps a section around the

Street sweep -

Elghlooh-ynr-old Dyan Oliver of Southiield began work last week for Farmington's Down-
town Development Authority, as part of the annual Michigan Youth Corps program. Herse, she

street imp

will work on various DDA p

the

clean as part of the job. Oliver

Chamber business survey
reveals Festival support

the beginning,” Blasell sald. “But it
depends on the threshold of where
we begin to Increase. We're looking
at a whole rate evaluation for both
water and sewer.”

The {inancial bottom line fs that
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sewer rates

“the entlre district, Evergreen-
Farmington, has to pay the tab for
the improvements to the district.”

BIASELL IS optimistic that the
Evergreen-Farmington district will
recelve grants by October. “I'm ex-
cited about it because we're actually
going to do it. It's my honest bellef
that the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources is dolng every-
thing It can to make sure we re going
to get the grant,” Biasell sa!

Evergreen-Farmington u runnlng
neck-in-peck with the North Huron.
Rouge Valley Wastewater Contro!
System project as top priorities.
Money apparently is avallable to
finance both district projects, as
well as a third project, the First
Hamilton Line. Ml projects will add
capaclty to the major sewer lines
taking waste to the Detrolt Waste-
water Plant.

The Evergreen-F: dise

ders a week ago.

“Ultimately, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has the
authority 1o require the improve:
ments, even without the voluntary
consent or grants,” Biasell said.

Improvements to the Evergreen:
Farmington district represents the
city's commitment to cleaning up
the heavily polluted Rouge River,
Biasel} sald in May in response to a
“worst case" scenario released by
the Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments.

THE SEMOOG Rouge Remedlal
Actlon Plan estimates that under the
“worst case” scenario, Farmington
Hills would pay more than $2 million
annually and $41.8 million over 20
years to help remove raw sewage
and toxle poliutants from the river.

Farmington Hllls ranked 14th on
the list of 45 Oakland and Wayne
count; in order of how

trict is comprised of 16 communl.
ties, All the communities are belng

much they would have to pay.
"‘nm': why we're going after the

asked to sign orders of

We are

detalling necessary improvements
and agmmcnt that they will be pald
by the respective communities.
Fnrmlngwn Hills agreed to the or-

dalng every\hing we possibly can to
get it {federal grant). That is our re-
sponse to the Rouge Rlver cleanup,™
Biasell sajd in May.

$1.2 million in repairs

About $1.4 million will be spent
this summer for school building re-
novations throughout the Farming-
ton district.

About one third of the General
Fund purchases will be spread over
two years for the district, which just
approved a $74 million budget !ar
the new fiscal year July

The improvements
range from roof
renovations to parking
lot and gymnasium
lighting.

The improvements, which range
from roofl renovations, to window
treatments, to parking lot and gym-
nasium ll@hung, were approved June
21 by the school board. They include:

@ horlzontal blinds for Alameda
Early Childhnod Cenur Beechview

Cloverdale Center for $7,176.
® storage bulldings at Alameda
Early Childhood Centcr Eagle,

approved for schools

School for $31,900; and at North
Farmington High School for $29,647.

® A total of $1.19 million in roof
renovations: at Eagle for $146,000;
at Highmeadow for $174,590; at Lon-
gacre for $243,698; at Q.E, Duncket
Middle School for $343,300, at
Warner Middle School for $50,034; at
Alamdea for $214.578; and at Ten
Mile School for $22,017.

School administrators did a dis-
trictwide survey two years ago,
which there was more

Fianders, High
G l.ongacn Willlam Grace, Wood
Creek and Wooddale elementary

lchoola Cloverdale Center and Hnr-
rison High School for $21,750,

@ vertical blinds for Longacre El-
ementary School for $4,588.

@ repair of heating equipment for

schools; Center; Farm-
Ington Training Center; and Power
Middle School for $50,000.

® gymnaslum and pool celllng
and lghting renovations at Harrison
for $80,857; at Farmington High

than $10 mittion in needed building
repairs and renovations throughout
the district,

Since then, several million dollars
has been earmarked for these Im-
provements ecach year, as prioritized
by ‘bu\ldlng principals and supervi-

WOMEN'S, MISS J
SHOE
CLEARANCE

There is still plenty

of hot weather
ahead, and we have
a fine selection

of sandals and
espadrilles to go

with all your

shorts and skirts.

The 24th annusl Farmington/F HillsFoun-  antexperience.”
ders Festival should be an exciting and pros;
event, according to respondents of a survey of 70 retail OF THOSE res, & survey, 96 it
in Fi agreed that the festival pmola a positive image of
From the survey by the [ the sales promotions are conducted
F Hills Chamber of Commerce, 43 respon.  during the festival by 77 percent of the
denta generally agreed that increased sales, fun, com-  over half stated that sales Increase during festival
munity spirit and a sense of pride In the city are the  week,
greatest attributes of the festival. “It Is heartening to know that the retall merchants
“1 was pl m the mlu," said Jody Soronen,  are benefiting, enjoying It and supportive of It,” Soronen
executlve her of Commerce and  sald.

festival dmlnl.rt.rltur "Ibe merchants seem to think
that the festival s a positive thing for the mmunlus.
They {eel they get vislbility, Increased sales
wmertpeopls-ppurtobgljmmuthngwd
thing for the chamber to be Involved in, and I am

pleased wllh that.”
The festl by the chamber, will take
place July l&l‘ lnd have various activities (ur all In-

terests, musical
ctlflldllphy!.pcndn,dmdn‘,ltbohlﬁippqunl

“nukn-mamm.mmmunlm, Soronen
M"Wodoitlwthm-dnnhvllﬁk!w!h'n-
public. With the number

of people who have attend. .

-dlhl‘lnl,munmmulmmaplm-

about festival p: in the survey
focused on a lack of bathrooms, but the
chamber has begun to rectify those lems. A few
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