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Parents blamed for sins of kids

“WHAT DID we do wrong?”

‘this plalntive question has been
uttered by bewildered parents un-
able to comprehend or explain the
Irresponsible or injurlous of thelr
grown children,

Many parents, when confronted by
the fact that thelr adolescent or cal-
lege age children (or even beyond)
have violated moral or legal stand-
ards, torment themselves with Lhe
feelings of guilt and personal respon-
sibility for the transgressions of the
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younger generation. In an ironic re-
versal of the Biblical judgment, con.
temporary soclely often visits the
ains of the children upon their fa-
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thers and mothers. .

AS A RABBI, I have been witness
to the shame and self-punishment
that parents undergo when they dis-
cover that a son or daughter 13 using
narcotics; or has violated the law; or
has engaged in some wlilfully
perverse act that has brought havoe
upon his or her life.

Since most parents try, as best
they can, to provide proper training
and direction for their young, it is an
over simplification, when such trag-
ic events occur, to place all blame
upon the shoulders of the older gen-
eratlon.

‘There are, to be sure, many ways
in which we do fail our children. We
neglect to give them enough atten-
tion, to talk things aver with them, to
let them know firmly and lovingly
where we stand, {6 express our con-
victions about our faith and about
our values.

YES, THERE arc times when we
do fail In giving them the proper ex-
ample of conduct and practice,

ut, at the same time, there are
numerous cases — perbaps the ma-
jority — in which parents do the
right things, communlicate faithfully,
set fine examples, and still thelr
children disappolnt them. What
about this?

The answer lles in two parts.
Flrst, young people are more Influ-
enced by their peers, by the media,
by the moral confusion of our age
than they are by thelr elders, or so it
scems to me. There is such a thing as

the “apirit of the tlmes” which
overwhelms any generatlon,

That splrit of moral defiance, of
sell-Indulgence and of instant grati-
{lcation exerclses a powerful and se-
ductive force upon the impression-
able hearts and minds of the young.

The second part of the answer lles
with children themselves. Once you
have done your best for your chil-
dren, and they grow to maturity, you
have to lct them stand on thelr own

feet.

Their mistakes are thelr own, and
not yours. You have done what you
could, you have talked your heart
out, you have communicated your
consclence, and still they will not lls-
ten, at least not yet.

PARENTS WHO have tried their
best {and most do) should not harbor
gullt feelings.

Our sans and daughters are people
in their own right. If they reject
what their parents have offered, this
is thelr decision, upon which they
whil either rise or fall. Always, we
must glve them knowledge thal we
love them, that they can come to us
with their problems, and we shall do

. what we can to help them.

After this, we must hope for the
best and accept what may, in some
instances, be the unacceptable with-
out tormenting oursclves on how and
why we falled,

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in
Southfield.

Home equity loan
is' 2nd mortgage

Q. What is the difference between
a secand traditiona! mortgage and
these advertised “home equity
loan"?

A. In the traditional second mort.
gages, which most consumers under-
stand, the homeowner borrows a
spacific amount at the start and pays
it back in cqual monthly payments,
as outlined in the contract,

A home equity loan Is a type of period and

second mortgage. This loan, howev-

pal, or the berrower may pay only
the Interest portlon during the loan

pay the entire principal
(toan amount) in a single payment at

er, establlshes a pre-approved line of  (he end of the contract — a “bal-

credit on which the consumer may
draw when it's needed — in some

loon” payment.

With both ty, ol loan, the

pes
cases, just by writing a check on the  amount avallable wlll depend on the

account,

Traditlonal second mortgages
have a fixed (or capped) Interest
rate, The rate will not change over
the period of the loan contract.

appraised value of the home.

If you declde on a home equity
loan, it s important to shop for a
lender that offers the lowest maxi-
mum cap or limit on the Interest

A home equity loan usually Is that can,be charged, More favorable
varfable rate” interest loan. The terms may be available to custom.
rate may Increase or decrease over ers than non-customers. Opening an

the contract
nomic indleators oullined by the {l-
nancial institution,

perlod based on the eco-  account may reduce your charges

substantially. .
As the borrower, you should ask
for a “worst case" scenarlo of the

TRADITIONAL second mortgoges repayment schedule for the eatire
mean equal monthly payments for contract perfod. Remember, you're

the entlre loan period.
Home equlty loans may have el-

putting your home up as coltateral
and need to be sure that you won't

ther monthly payments that include lose your home if the worst should
a percentage of interest and prinel- .
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One dozen money saving stain resistant carpets not enough to choose from?

. ..an extra dozen carpets, not featured here, are on sale at all stores!
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