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The lobby of the Fox Theater.

By Brian Lysaght theaters that invited people to -
staff writer watch movies and shows in grand
style.
DWARD FOX won the But none was as grand as the
race to bulld a better 410 million Fox. Willlam Fox,
m?rvhlt' hO'\ll-‘l; mogul’s Crane and a host of Detrolt beav- R
e les attended the grand opening on ) A
crownling glory was a 5,000-seat  genp 21,1028 — the day alnger Al 3 - "
movie palace on Woodward Ave-  Jolson married wile, 19 ay Shaparcbon e
nue called the Fox Theater. It  year.old Ruby Keeler and the day - R
opened September 21, 1928. 1,500 people died in a Florida - [
Fox and Detrolt architect C.  purricane. .
Howard Crane wrapped the bulld- “The Fox {a the largest amuse-

A return to glory

Ing [n Jewels, dressed [t inmarble  ment auditorium in the city, seats  following day. . bired Ray Shepardson and Sonya
and gold leaf, and called the style  ing £,000 persons, and its mono- The enterisinment consisted of  Winaer £ eag the project. They
"Hinda Temple. grammed, medallion taj red  pewnsreels, a film and a “Neapoll-  have done theater restoration
This Was ao era when blgger  chalrs were filled for the prem-  tan Festival” with & Fox orches-  work In Portland, Ore; Seattle,
and better was best, and FOX Was  Jere with men and women repre-  tra, choir aod the 33 For T  Wash;and St Louis. But this ope,

building movie houses around the  gentative of the professional, lerette dancera (' expo- - Is Qi 1
country. Detroit had the Capitol,  buslness and industrial life,” re- nents of unified rhythm"). grander than the oth-
the Michigan, and several more  ported the Detroit Free Press the er3, and 13 10 be restored almost

N eatlrely.
BUT THE MOVIE palace era “T think It's the grandest build-
ceased ter for Fox. His ing people today will ever get
the  into. That's why it's so important
tosave,” he said.

ters and 250 employees to the 10- s

story Fox bullding a! the the- Ray Sheperdson Is directing a cast of hundreds on the
:nleré:lnd m!::: 11“!:1 plans i& %x renovation of Detroit's bejewsied Fox Theater. The resto-
prbeces Shmu beaters, ration should be completed this year.

SUPPORTERS HOPE the
‘move will panp Life Into a section
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