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“I'd like to do fiction, a
suspense or intrigue, with
politics'and racing as
background.”

— Dan Gilmartin
author/journalist

By C.L. Rugsnsteln
special writgr

HEN LIVONIA resident Dan Glimartin accept-
led a commisslon from Flanm' Transworld
IDelivery to write
tive lome for the Soulhﬂeld‘bused company's
75th nnnlvcrsary. he got more than he bargained for.

For starters, the group’s colorful hlstory caught his fan-
¢y as he researched for the bool

“It was mure like o hiswry of promol(nn." Gilmartin
chuckled, recounting milestones of FTD's history. “They
were very conscious of promotion, and always made sure
the press was there when they did semething big” — like
the many successful publicity stunts of the 19208,

One enterprlsing New Jersey florist delivered a $50 or-
der to the state’s governor by plane and was duly photo-
graphed. Another enterprising fldrist in Minot, Maine,
refused to let snow stop him from delivering flowers to
Albany, N.Y. He used a dogsled, stopplng at every newspa-
per office along the way, Gilmartin reported in his book.

The first attempted transatiantic floral delivery was not
as successful, however. Gilmartin noted that the plane
caught fire shortly after take-off: “The pijot and co-pilot
Survived, barely. The flowers didn't.”

Though this Is hls first experience with wriling books,
Gilmartin has enjoyed a newswriling career that has
spanned 24 years and encompassed such experlences as
political appolntments, breeding and raclng thoroughbreds,
and selling real estate.

HE GOT HIS FIRST taste of journallsm in the Navy,
while walting to be shipped home {rom Subic Bay, In the
Philipplnes, after World War 11. A radlo man (who could

news from the it p
it. From there It went to all um shipsin the bay

He returned to Michlgan and got hls journallsm degree
from the Unlversity of Detroit. From there he went on to
1lterally write his way across Michigan working at various
times for The Detroit News, the Livonta Observer, the Ann

type 80 words per mlnule), he would rccord the nightly |

Arbor News and the Grand Rapids Herald, till it !ulded in

Bulorc that Gilmartin even tried his hand at scriptwrit-
ing. “I quit my job at The Detrolt News in 1955, took a
handful of scripts I'd written, and went out to Hollywood to
knock on doors," he recalled. He was sidetracked by a job
at Santa Anlta race track and “never sold a script.” He
came back when he got tired of llving on a woulﬂ-be
seriptwriter's dlet — “bread, cheese, milk and bologna.”

The job at Santa Anlta was a natural for him, Since 1946
Glimartin’s father had bought, bred and raced thorough-
breds. Gilmartin hlmself owned and raced several thor-
oughbreds unti! after he married and started his family,

He proudly displayed a plcture taken In 1960, of his fa-
ther and himself with one of his horses, Suttee.

Glimartin’s newswriting and horse-racing experience led
to another ficld in his multidimensional life ~ politics.

WHILE WORKING FOR the Ann Arbor News Gllmartin
met then lleutenant governor John Swainson, at a St. Pa-
trick’s s Duy party. “That's when I got out of journallsm, in a
sense,” he recalled. Swainson had decided to run for gover-
nor and asked Gilmartin to be his press secre!

He was present on the memorable whm!mlop tour of
Michlgan by Sen, Patrick McNamara, presidential hopeful
John F. Kennedy and Swalnson that election year. Gllmar-
tin was appointed official “crowd estimator.” One of his
fondest remintscences Is of Kennedy )dddlng him about it.
“Kennedy was loose, relaxed,” he said. “He'd say, ‘How
many were at that last stop, now honuuyl‘ "

‘Since 1910’
Bopk captures FTD’s 75-year history

The first attempted tranuflanllc
fioral delivery was not

The piane caught fire shortly after
take-off. “The pilot and co-pilot
survived, barely. The flowers didn't,”
Gilmartin said.

“Then Livonla mayer McNamara {now Wayne County
executive) felt my promotional background would help at-
tract bustness to the city,” he sald. He was also exccutive
director of Livonia’s Economic Development Corporation
that, during his 14-ycar tenure, attracted about 900 new
businesses to the city,

Gilmartin retired from that job in 1984 h\ll kept up his
real estate by selling
property. Now be thinks the real estate bmlnm may be a
good way to Jaunch a new writing habit. Currently he's o
Realtor-associate with the Century 21-ROW oftice In Livo-

nia,

Writing the FTD book whet his appelite for more books.

HE's ALREADY ACCEPTED a commission for a second
boak, thls one about nuns. The Alabama-based Slsters of
Mercy read his FTD book and contacted him about tracing
the founding of their order, in 1798, by Irish helress Cathe.
rine Ellzabeth McAuley.

Gilmartin rernnrked lhnt the FTD book “Since 1910 "

won and racing 1
sloner and chief state steward of harness tracks. But when
Romney beat Swainson two years later, Gilmartin resumed
his Journalistic work.

He served as editor of the Livnnln Observer for two
years In the late 19608, he sald, “when it was still a little
?;:Ilcl-lndhe‘wnll omce." on Flve Mile across from the City

all,

GHlmartin's newspaper career endcd officlally in 1970
when he aceepted an
for Livonia.

had been
lhere. where the pooplc am n.-nu:uslnslle about sendlng nm

“Here 1 am getting letters from Japan about my book,
yet nobody in Livonta knows I wrote one.” he laughed.

Now, he says, when the McAuley book is done, he'd like
to write something for himself: “I'd like to do flction, a
suspense or Intrigue, with poiltlcs and racing as back-

ground.”
With Gilmartin’s credentials, that could turn out to be
some
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South of Eleven Mile/East of Drake
Exquisite quality tudor offering 4 bedrooms, 3% baths, family rom
with fireplace and wet bar, fabulous Kitcheo, diniag room, library,
finished Jower level walkiout snd attached gatage. $249.500
{W234) 5314400

FARMINGTON HILLS
GREAT PAMILY HDMIL Bi-leve] with poasible 41h bedroom, 2 car
aaily room with fireplace and bar. New

* Four bedfoom cusiom home {a Huatingion Woods festures over

FARMINGTON HILLS
Cory 3 bedroom raneh oo & treed lot. Offerisy 1V baths,
famlly toom, fireplace, nce tire kitchen, open foyer with marble
Mooring sod artached 2 car garage. Coar Jocated peat shop+
plog, espressways iod schools. $104,000 (L.262) 831-4400

Q.

STATELY COLONIAL-PRIME LOCATION

3,400 #q. fi. famlly room, library, updated kitchen, separase breaks
fast room, finished recreation room with wet bar, master baik, cen-
tral ale, security system, sitsched garage and more. $242,000
(HB56) 3472000

North of 12 Mile/East of Evergteen
BIRMINGHAM SCHO!
THIS MOVEIN condltion beick tel-level oﬂ-n over 2200 3q. ft.
Large family room, 4 bedrooms, 24 baths, kitchen with eating
“space. Imrpovements Inclode NEW roof and caspet, thesml win-
dows, inselation. Just lsted. Woa't last st 3112900 (B199}
3330305

Noﬂh of 10 Mlle/Wesx of Teleg:aph

btdmn-n. 19 bachs, lnmy!q!r.lnnn.lﬂn’lm du.humt.
Iy landscaped, deck and moce. Must see!
l?DM (um)uvm




