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Ehrling, Laredo earned their ovations

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writer

Sixten Ehrling has been a regular
visiting conductor here since the end
of his 10-ycar tenure as Detrolt Sym-
phony Orchestra director, 1983.78,
While relations with the

Maestro Ehrling was greeted wilh a
brass fanfare and a lumung ovatlon
when he came on stage.

Planist Ruth Laredo was the so-
loist in Prokofiev's First Piano Con-
certo that evening. She was born and

ralsed in this area and Islnumltlnn-

noff was reflected on Sunday’s pro-
gram as she played his Rhapsody on
a Theme by Paganini. On Thursday
she dug Into Prokoffev's demandiog
concerto displaying zest, vitality and
authorltative command,

were rather stormy In those days, hls
stature here has been on the
ever since, That underscores the fact
that it's difticult to be fully appreci-
ated at home.

Last Thursday at Meadow Brook,

all for ber
mu!lv: by Rachmaninoff and Scrla’
bin, Mischa Kottler, who has in.
splred generations of planists from
this area (and [s still going strong),
was one of her teachers.

Laredo’s afflnlty for Rachmanl-

Royal Oak fair slated

The annual Royat Oak outdoor art
falr wilt be held 11 am. to 8 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday in Memorlal
Park, Woodward at 13 Mlle, Royal
Oak.

‘The show, sponsored by the Royal
Oak department of recreation and
public service and the Royal Qak
Arts Councll, is a jurled show featur-
ing 95 Mchlxnn and ouuu}egrlhu.

ang ilable,

admission charge, raln or shine.
Among the artists participating
are: Phyllis Aulph, Birmlngham, pot-
tery-, Stuart Gray, Birmingham, pot-
Bernle Merritt, Bloomfletd
lls, leaded glass; Shlrley Schultz,
Bloomtield Hills, watercolor; Karen
Gearhart, Southfield, stalned glass;
Ted Striewski, Farmlngton Hills,
Jewelry; and Bruce Mlgdal, West

No

pastel.

THE RIPPLING PASSAGES, al-
with chor:

and rapid octaves, sparkled with
brilliance. Her flexible tempo didn't
always mesh perfectly with Ehr-
ling’s more rigid beat, and that occa-
sionally resulted in a tendency to
dﬁlt apart but without serious

ha;
In hl:r of R

again that it Is possible to present a
rewarding and fulfilling program
even when venturing away from the
three Bs, Both concerts opened with

Rachmaninof(’s “Isle of the Dead,” a
tone poem on & ting by
Swiss artist, Arnold

The reflned molding of the musi-
cal texture helped convey the sense
of artistic creativity rather than just
emulating cinematic sound effects
as some performances tend to do,

STRAVINSKY'S “Rite of Spring”
was the other major orchestral item
on the program. Here Etrling dem-

nofl’s Rhupsody on a Theme by Pa.
ganint (also known as the Paganint
Variatlons} on Sunday, intensity and
Romantic nostalgla alternated free-
y with good coordlnation between
soloist and orchestra in spite of the
flexible rhythms, Crisp, well-defined
phrasing was the rule In this per-
formance with just minor excep
tlons. The standing ovation at the
end was well deserved.
Ehrling, known for his

d of
this complicated score. Even in the
most rhythmically intricate por-
tions, a sense of order and purpose
emerged through the multiple tonall-
ties. This work, which was -
received in its 1813 premiere, sounds
contemporary even by today’s stand-
ards and can sound chaotle and
unappealing under a less skilled con-
ductor,

The performance of Franck's

another

of a vast repertolre, proved once

was
by Ehrling. This work has some

Sixten Ehrllng

gloomy overtones, especially in the
{irst two movementa. In many per-
formances, this sense of gloom tends
to detract from the vitality, even to
spliling over Into the final, trium-
phant movement.

‘This was one of the few rendltions
in which the emotlonal content was
glven its due recognition while being
kept in its proper perspective. At the

3
Ruth Laredo
other extreme, the brass passages in
the flnal movement sounded bright
without overpowering the strings.
Bolh concerts ended with Sousa's
“Stars and Stripes Forever” with the
plecolos drawlng applause from the
cheering crowd, The traditional fire-
works were back after belng absent
{ul year due to fire regulation prob.
ems.
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TAKE A RIDE

OUR FINAL PHASE

WE'VE SAVED THE BEST FOR LAST.

¢ Excitingnew models and a new selection of gorgeous wooded lots |
¢ Winding sidewalks (hmughnux subdw lslon
4 Gourmet kitchens, | ingceili
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CHARMING LATHRUP VILLAGE
2% bath with fireplace In
family room, This ia the one you've been looking forl

8422

Boautifully decorated 4 bodroam,
$133,500

$134,900

CIRCLE THIS ONE!
Atffordable 4 bedroom West Bloomfield wnlempouuy has
formal dining, deck and patlos for those who entortaln.
T7-

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

4079 WINTERSET. WEST BLOOMFIELD
S, of Long Lake Rd., W. of Midd!
JUST REDUCEDI BOGMFIELD SCHOOLSI

Wondorful homs, transferred family makeas

tastlc buy... 5
brary, living room, breakfast room, kilchen and all eppli-
ances Including washer and dryer.
$259,000
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bedrooms, 2 & 2'4 baths, family room, I

ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL
12x15 scroensd porch for summer enjoyment and attached

Hills three bedroom brick ranch with

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5

1709 HAMMOND DRIVE, TROY U"m:‘ ﬂ'ﬂgﬂnm colonial In
N. of Wattles, W. of John R Roiling Oaks Sub. Has pegged hardwood floors in a flowing

3 bedroom, 1% bath, family room. Ideal tamily neighbor- ficor plan.
hood, Walk 1o ali achools, backyard privacy with relaxing $187,000 T37-8000

views, Make your move.
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