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Navy frigate ship casts imposing shadow

By Lerry O'Connor
statt writer

‘This is definltely not the Boblo
at.

How can one tell? Especially one
whose nautical experlence hag been
Ilimlted to playing battleship in (he
bathlub. Well for one, there's no
place to buy any popcorn.

And two, the good ship Boblo
doesn’t have the artillery to leave
the city of Wyandotte in a pile of
rubbie. Enough sald.

This Is the USS Antrim, a United
States Naval gulded missile [rigate.
The ship is 453 feet long, 47 feet
wide and weighs in at 3,900 tons.
We're talking strictly heavy metul
here, folks,

And nothing looks more eminous
than 3,900-tons of gray frigate com-
ing up the Detroit River. The USS
Antrlm recently docked for four
days In Windsor,

Now anyone can board a frigate
when it's docked. The real challenge
is boarding it while the sucker is
maving at 24 knots. .

he plan of attack Included taking
a ride from Belle Isle on 4 Unlted
States Coast Guard boat and meeting
op with the vessel near Ambherst-
brrg. Ontarie, Canada, Sounded sim-
ple.

SO HERE we all were, a crew of
six journalists, gazing up one side of
this big. gray metal boat wondering
how the heek to get on. Above werea
bunch of young men dressed In
gleamning white uniforms looking at
us like we were all nuts,

‘Then came the ladder.

This was the sorrlest looking lad-

Lite aboard the USS Antrim is one big adjustment for landlubbing reporters.

der. This tired collection of knotted
rope resembled something made by
arthritle Boy Scout Troop 001. The
Pentagon probably gol it on sale for
$750,000.

Anyhow, once the group shook,
rattled and rolled up the ladder,
Cmdr. J.Adam Lopez was there to
offering greetings.

“Welcome aboard,” sald Lopez, in
charge of public affalrs for the ship.
“Watch your step.”

pez, who spoke In a Texas
draw}, took the entourage on the
standard Navy tour {Meaning, of
course, no one was allowed to play

with the Harpoon antl-shlp missiles.
Aw darn).

Inside the cabin, everything was
gray and smelled of Plne Sol. The
passage ways were 5o small that lwo
anorexics couldn't get through with-
out saying, “'excuse me.”

Also at cach doorway there's a six-
inch elevated metal ledge that would
send the average elvilian not paying
attention crashing headfirst:Into the
cabin.

“WATCH

YOUR step,” Lopez

sald.
Claustrophobia sets In after about

10 minutes, Before you can exit,
(here's anather ladder to climb,

“Watch your step,” said Lopez,
who shoots up each ladder like Ru-
dolf Nureyev. The rest of us are left
hutfing and puifing.

Back on deck, Lopez begins to rat-
tle off some facts about the ship. For
Instance, the frigate is powered two
gas tublne englnes stmilar to those
used in a DC.9 alrplane and can
crulse 30 kaots (34.5 miles per hour).

The USS Antritm can carry up to
two medium-sized hellcopters.

The ship also has a llbrary, a gym,
a TV room and a barber shop.
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retirement?

"Topics will include.
LIFESTYLE PLANNING + How will you choose to live
during the next phase of your life?
FINANCIAL ISSUES TO CONSIDER « What docs it take to make it
financially in retirement? » How do taxes eifect you in

1t’s not as far away
as you may think.
A worry-free retirement.
requires good planning —
well In advance.

Plecase join us for a FREE
pre-retirement planning seminar,

ART EMANUELE/staft pholographes

But this ship’s holster really packs
a wallop.

Included in the USS Antrim’s ar.
mament are a Phalanx close-in
weapons system, an Mk 13 guided
missile launcher, 2 Ha B antl
surface missile, 2 standard anti-air-
craft missile, 76mm Mk75 Rapid
Fire Gun and Mk32 ASW Torpedo
Tubes (two triple mountings none-
theless).

Somebody in the journalistic hud-
dle inquires If any of the weupons
are of the nuclear nature.

“I can nelther confirm or deny
that at this time," Lopez said Love

that military tatk.

The ship is named after Rear Ad-
miral Richard Nott Antrim, who
received a medal of honor and a
bronze star for his herole actions ina
Japanese POW camp during World
War I1. He interceded on behalf of a
junior officer who was belng beaten

by a Japanese guard. Close to death, -
Antrim offered to take the punish- :
ment himselfl instead of the officer. ©

The Japanese guard, startied by An-
trim’s actions, stopped the beatlng.

Anyhow, the ship starts to close in -

on the Detroit riverfront, The view is
impressive.

Along shore are the skeletal re.
mains of closed factories with busted -
windows, marking the city's once -
thriving industrial base. Close by is *

the construction of new uffice bulld-
ings. ushering the technological era

Before long, the ship pulls into
Windsor. Seme of us have a hard
time puiting Volkswagons in the ga-
rage. Imagine trying ta parattel park
4 3,900-10n frigate,

When the ship docks, there's about -

75 sailors ready to bolt, Liberty time
w1215 pm. when the ship is at

port.
Cmdr. Ed Bellamy, who stopped

by for a quick minute to say hello, -

dousn't sound 100 worried.

“We never had any sailors get :
lost.” sald Bellamy, who has been tn &
2.S. Navy for 19 years. “Sailors :

ind their ship.”

Another thing about these sailors,

there was no profanity. Not even so -
much as a "golly geez” on this trip.

Just when you start to worry,
though, things are back to normal,

One smlor asks another for direc-

tions to Jason's.

SUMMER ARTS
PROGDRA

FAVORITE RETIREMENT AREAS « Where will you choose to live
during retlrement? » An overview of VPN's services and how we
can help you. » Photos of properties and priclng informatlon.

i alf k tions for this {nformative
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v e Thursday, July 14th 7:00 P.M,
Vacatian Propertles Networ| .
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Tickets are $7.00,
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and students
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STAR THEATRE
of Flint

WHITING AUDITORIUM, BOX 1500
FLINT. MICHIGAN 48502

"TLLJUST BRAGE
MYSELF WITH THE
STEERING WHEEL”

Who are 1?[1‘())u h?ving to fool? There's no way a steering wheel
can st%p you from slamming into a dashboard. Only a saé belt can. T
top making excuses and start buckling your safety belt. T

YOU COULD LEARN A LOT FROM A DUMMY.
%mmm

ALL THIS WEEK
THE TAP DANCING DELIGRT

42ND STREET

PRE-NEW YORK PREMIEREI
NEW YORK'S CIRCLE REPERTORY COMPANY ¢
RECKLESS by Craig Lucas, In 25 hyper.realistic,
breakneck scenes, one of America’s most talented young play-
wrights lures us [nto the funny, nightmarish world of suburban
housewife Rachel Fitslmmons. Jarred from her safe existence one
Christmas Eve, Rachel embarks on a bumpy, humorous voyage
{from suburbla to self-discovery, Clrcle Rep — “The Chief Provider
of New American Plays.” Don't miss this rare opportunity lo
experience a major opening.

Thursday — Saturday, July 14-16 ot 8:00 PM
Saturday ond Sunday, July 16 & 17 at 2:00 PM
Lydia Mendalssohn Theatre

PILOBOLUS DANCE THEATRE 5uck ty pop-
ular demand, the Pilobolus brand of dance movernent conlinues to
startle and delight capacity audiences throughout the world. The
troupe, in its third Festival appearance, offers two different pro-
grams, certaln to be as protean and unpredictable as ever. Spon-

sured by Uhe Domino's Foundalion, S

Monday & Tuesday, July 11, & 12 at 8:00 PM -

Weeks of July 19 through July 31 : 0 . :
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL ROMP . :
MY ONE AND ONLY S SO S :
A Public Service Messape :"hwuﬁm

763 TKTS
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