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IN MY mind, Michael Moore will
always be a young rebel from Flint.
That picture of him ia a3 alive today
23 Harry Chapin’s musie.

We met In 1977 when I was a wet-
behind-the-ears weekly editor In
Davison, a Flint suburb. Moore ran
the Davison Hotline — a crisis cen-
ter In the basement of a doctor’s off-
ice helplng people throughout the
area,

Michael was a wild and crazy guy,
but his heart was always in the right
place. He always looked out for the
downtrodden who had trouble help-
ing themselves. Based near Flint, he
also kept an eye on GM, the major
employer in the Flint area, which he
called “Generous Motors."

His bellefs also brought him to
aveatually form the Volce — an al-
ternative paper based In Flint. It al-
lowed Moore to not only voice his
displeasure with the system, but put
it in writing. o

We wrote about Moore and his hot-
line, and got more than we bar.
galned for.

People in the community who
were frightened and at Mi.
chael's challenge to tradition and au-
thority gave us a lot of grief, With
his long hair and outspoken ways, he

Something is smelly in lllion

OVER NIGHT, Blg Jim Thompson

turned himsel! from one of the fio-
wers of the Republican Party to a
skunk,
Bypassing nelghboring governors
and the Canadlans, the Illinols gov.
ernor asked the federal government
to divert water from the Great
Lakes to the trickling Mississippl
River because of the middle Ameri-
ca drought.

Although the Idea may have merit,
Thgrpson's procedure was abomi-
nable,

Qur Canadlan neighbors need a
certain flow in the Great Lakes for
thelr hydroelectric power, Many cit-

Looking back

Memories of a rebel resurrected

was pot the sort of hometown boy
they wanted to read about.

BUT OUR hometowns are contain
a lot of different people, many with
new {deas, And they all deserve thelr

El recognition.

Michael Moore has worked bard to
get his. It was fun o see him fea-
tured on the cover of a regional Sun-
day magazine this week. In 11 years,
he has grown and moved into new
areas, but maintained the same Ide-
als and rambunctious ways. Of
course, these days, his hair's a bit
shorter,

This people's advocate Is still
dolng his work, but has made hla
cause national. He now has an office
In Washington, D.C., where he is
working on a screenplay, and writ-
ing an occaslonal article. He com-
mutes between the East Coast and
Flint, where he can stilt keep an eye

les take water from the Great Lakes
and don't want thelr Intake plpes ex-
posed. Our friends the ducks and fish
reproduce in the marshlands of the
Great Lakes.

And our shipping Industry needs
27 feet of water to carry full loads of
taconite pellets, coal, limestone,
grain and all those other goodies that
couldn't be carried by rail or truck.

Big Jlm should ask those folks
g.:; before golng directly to Uncle

Michigan's Gov. Jim Blanchard
and our U.S. senators are killing
Thompson on this issue. If Big Jim
bad any dreams of belng No. 2 on the

‘made him, at minimum, a

on his hometown.
As It was In 1977, Moore's actlv-
Ism can be equated with the story-

telling songs of Harry Chapln, who
dled several years ago ln an auto ac-
cident, but whose muslc still re-
celves a lot of radio play.

Moore and Chapln were friends of
a speclal kind.

AT,
urs orld Hunger
organization. But when Chapin came
to t, proceeds were split between
World Hunger and Moore's Davisoo
Hotline. 1 guess the man who

his yarns in song could see good In
the young man from Flint.

Most people will remember Mi-
chael Moore for starting the Flint/
Michigan Volce alternative newspa-
per and for his short stint at Mother
Jones ma;

Hls foray into alternative publishing

regional
hero who has left his mark In the
right places.

To me, be'll always be that 23-
year-old rebel from Flint, that start-
ed his hotline crisis center in the
basement of a local doctor’s office
unttl be could do better,

2 Richard

George Bush ticket, he can forget
‘em. .

TO THE CASUAL globe gazer, the
Great Lakes look like a big pot of
water that can be dipped Into quite
readily. Not so.

The Great Lakes have a tiny
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Suburbs learn to live
with the new growth .

THE, DETROIT suburbs have

for-

Steve
Barnaby

‘were constructed in that city includ-
Ing the $5-acre, 900,000-square-foot
Timberland Office Park and the
$00,000-square-foot Liberty Center.
Livoaia is now mai a M-

burgh is well on its way to eompl‘e-'
u«:;: ']tl:lll‘ good mlxloldlhouls. office’
and retall space, incly the pres-.
tigious Jacobson's store. "8

FARMINGTON HILLS has some
4.5 million square feet of space with
an occupancy rate of 82 perceat, Be-!
tween Its booming Northwestern:
Highway corridor and the 12 Mile
Road development, Farmington:

mg; experienced its best year in
1987. o
Yet to come is the 24-acre, §44

percent occupancy rate, according
to the Detrolter article, with 1.5 mil.
lon aquare feet of office space under
construction and 1.25 milllon square

feet 3

The Victor Corporate Park In that
suburb, when completed, will be 2
104-acre complex with $300-miltion
In complete with a hotel,
five restaurants and seven office
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Housed at Victor will be regional
beadquarters for Digital Equipment

‘The $100 million Laurel Park de-
velopmeat at Six Mile and New-

The Missippi basin stretches from
the western Mootana Rockies to the
“The water surplus

from 31 states and two Canadlan

B

its current,” says
W Americana,

The Great Lakes, from Duluth to
the beadwaters of the St. Lawrence

4,000 miles loog — comparable to
the Nile. pard

oa: t are the authori-
ties Ln that 1.2 million square miles
of Mimissipp] Basin doing with the

WE NOW approach the heart of
the questl

million d which will in-
clude three office bulldlngs and a
Ilmroorn hotel at Orchard Lake and
-696.

The Hayman Co. recemt study
shows that Southfleld and Troy red .
main the suburban pace seiters
when It comes (o office space. But
the once highly-touted “bedroom
communities” of Livonla and Farm:
Ington Hills are coming on strong in
new coastructlon.

The blg break for Livonia came
wlth the construction of the I-275 ex-
pressway.

overnor’s plea for water

water they already bave?

The Misstssippi River Comimission
was appolnted by Congress in 1879
and has dipped frequently into the
*federal coffers for flood control and
navigation ajds. There's a glant dam
on the Missourl at Fort Peck, and the
Teanessee River tributary has more
than a score of dams. In fact, the -
system has so many dams that I
can't find a tally of them.

Great Lakes levels are difficult to
control, Albert G. Ballert, director of
research for the Great Lakes Com-
misslon, taught a course on the lakes
In which he summarized it beautiful-
Iy: “The Great Lakes are like a bath-
tub drained with a soda straw."

Thompson's diversion idea, far
from belng new, is an old one knows
as the “Chicago steal.” It took US
Supreme Court rulings to lmit the
outflow from Lake Michigan.
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