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EARS AGO, when Edwin
and Joan Riley of Bir-
mingham were blessed
with ane of thelr sons, they

couldn't have guessed In their wild-
est dreams he would grow up to
write that famous song (sort of),
which you might have heard recently
while at Macklnac Island.

It's called “We Are the Fudgles"
and is a tribute to the thousands and
thousands who vislt the world-fa.
mous resort island, But Shawn Riley
did write It. He also grew uptobe g
local performer who has made a liv-
ing entertaining people for nearly a
decade,

When not on stage, Riley Is really
a rather lafd-back person. During
much of a recent interview at the of-
fices of Uniglobe Travel Team iIn
Southfleld, where he works during
the day, he sat back and often rocked
back and forth in his chair, (He's a
commercial sales representative for
Uniglobe,}

Give him z guitar and an audi-
ence, and he's not necessarily so
lajd-back. That could be the reason
management at Cobo Joe's, 422 Con-
gress, Detroit, bills hls act as “Qut-
rageous Musical Hllarity,”

It's a hard act to describe. Even
Riley has difficulty describing it.

“I'VE NEVER rcally been able to
say what I do,” he sald. “I always
tell people, 'It’s a potpourri of every-
thing.” It’s a lot of eldics, some new
stulf . . . a little bit of what Welrd
Al does, changing the lyrics to songs

._.some origlnal songs,”

Basically, here's what s import-
ant to him: I pul myself in the audi-
ence’s scat,”” he sald casually, “I
don’t want to sec somebody up there
that's really into themselves, self-
centered, not worried about the audl-
ence. I want to know what the audi-
ence wants, And I think that's my
sirength.”

“1 play an Ovation six-string gul-
tar, which Is an acoustle clectric,
and 1 use o Roland drum machine.”

Musical hilarity
He sings of the ‘fudgies,’ raps about the Pistons

‘I don’t want to see somebody up there
that's really into themselves, self-
centered, not worried about the
audience. I want to know what the
audience wants. And I think that's my

strength.’

— Shawn R}'Iey

He talked about his singing and
guitar playlng. “My volce isn't bad.
They're a lot better out there, and
there’s a lot better guitarists.” After
struggling to find the right words, he
sald, “But I think the combination of
everything is what — It might sound
egotistical — but I think it's what
mnku me unigue from a lot of other
acts.”

Oh, there is one more instrument
he plnys With a smile, he safd, “And
then 1 play the ‘Uip trumpet,’ which is
just a trumpet nolse I play with my
mouth.”

The musle that he plays and sings
comes from such artists as Crosby,
Stills and Nash, Harry Chapin,
James Taylor, Chuck Berry, Blll
Haley, Del Shannon, Dion, Buddy
Holly and Kenny Logglns, He plays
hits of the '50s, "60s, ‘70s, and some-
times "80s,

SOME OF THE songs he performs
are his own. One of his favorites is
“Marathon Glrl,” which was written
for his wife, Doreen. The |dea of
“marathon” comes from their sec-
ond date, which lasted about 13
hours.

By the way, “We Are the Fudgles”
is really a takeo!f on the song “"We
Are the World."

“A couple of weeks ago I had the
‘Plstons' Rap' that I was doing down
at the bar when they (the Detrolt
Pistons) were Involved in the race
for the champlonshlp.”

Neither the rap song nor the song
about the “Fudgies has been

table talk

Salvatore Scallopinl Restaurant
behind Norm's Oyster Bar in South-
fleld has changed its hours to 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays, 11
am, to 11 pm. Fridays-Saturdays
and 3-3 p.m. Sundays. It Is a full-ser-
vice -Itallan restaurant with
homemade pastas, sauces, soups,
and veal and chicken entrees, along
with salads and sandwliches.

Food festival

The sixth annual Fairlane Food
Festlval will be beld from noon to &
p.m. Sunday, July 17, and 4-9 pm.

SUMMER ARTS)|

Monday, July 18, at the Hyatt Re-
gency Dearborn. Elghteen Fairlane

to the public at prices ranging from
S0 centsto §2.

‘Lobsterfest’

Red Lobster’s fifth annual “‘Lob-
sterfest” celebration, featuring 11
lobster speclals, continues through
Sunday, July S1. Prices begin ut
$8.95. The Lobsterfest menu also Lo«
cludes two §9-cent dinner for
kids: popcorn shrimp or fried langos-
tinos with flsh nuggets,

The 8

Arts Program’s

ARTN THEATRR

13 to 18 year old students
and The Smith Thentre
ure plensed to present

Wednesdny, August 17, 8:00 pm

Oukland Community College, Orchard Ridge Campus,
L, 27055 Orchard Lk, Rd., Farmingtan Hills, Ml 48018
One block sauth of the 1-696 and Orchard Lk, R4, interchange.

n' Roll Musical

Friday, August 12, 8:00 pm

Saturday, August 20, 8:00 pm

Tickets arc $7.00,
$6.00 for seniors
and students.
Call 471-7700

~, .

recorded. Recording Is something
he'd like to do In the future. Howev-
er, as he put it, “I don’t want to write
songs Just lo sell songs.” Riley is
happy dolng what he's doing, on
stage, mostly as a solo performer.

“Occasionally, U'll have other mu-
slclans sit in, a piano player, a bass
player. That's rare. It's once every
couple months.”

More often he's tkely to allow a
member of the audience on stage
with him. “I let anybody up there,
unless they're really drunk. That's
my only cutoff — if they're really
drunk — because I've had people fall
on my equipment and knock it aver.”

The reason for letting some people
come up s simple. “Someone gave
me a chance to do it 10 years ago,
and now I'm making a living at It
. . .50 I feel if I can give somebody
that same chance, even If it’s just to
20 people, just a chance to get up
thereand do it . . . I realty get a blg
kick out of it." He added, “But even
if they're bad, it's fun to watch.”"

RILEY GOT his break when at-
tending Central Universi-
ty, after graduating {rom Brother
Rice High School in Bloomfleld
Township, in 1976. There was an
open-mike night at a local bar, “I did
it a couple times. And the guy hired
me to do one night a weck, and I was
making $50 a night, which was great
. . . when you're at college.”

At Brother Rlce, he was in a '50s
band. During grade-school years, he
had taken lessons for violin, trom-
boue, tuba and guitar, In the summer
of 1980, he really got started as a
performer by working at such places
on Mackinac Island as Horn's
Gaslight Bar.

Rlley reflected on what his par-
ents had thought about him taking on
an entertalnment carcer. “‘They
weren't thrilled when I started. But
now they're my biggest fans. I had to
prove It to them that I could do It
and prave it to myself that I could do
it

Rlley wiil appear at Horn's
Gaslight on Wednesday-Saturday,
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Shawn Riley, who'has a daytime job in South- to Mackinac Istand for an engagement this
field, works evenings as an entertainer at Cobo month and another in September.
Joe's in downtown Detroit. He's also returning

July 20-23, and Thursday-Sunday, in town. They serve thelr beer tn —
Sept. 1-4. instead of in coolers — it's in a 12-
Mostly, though, he entertains reg-  foot iced-down trough.
ularly at Cobo Joe's, as he has since “At night the only problem is they
late February. Usually, he's, there don't have a full menu. They just
Thursday-Saturday cvenings. have an appetizer menu at night.”
“It’s a lot of fun. When we get the Riley said, still leaning back in the
cerds in, they’l stay the whole chair, “God's glven me a talent. And
ight . . . no cover charge, reason- I'm golng to keep performing as Iong
ably priccd drinks, the coldest beer as1canand as fong as J enjoy §1.”
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Ceted beatoor Svediate Inc

Here’s a
romantic
weekend

that’s a

pe sute.
pet night

578

A luxurious two-room suite complete with living
room, private bedroom and wet bar with refnger:tor

Free breakfast cooked d & in our
beautiful attium,

Plus an indoor pool, whirlpool and exercise
facilities. So step up 10 The Suite Life®, At a price that's
designed to spoil you,

EMBASSY
Ul
SUITES

1-800-EMBASSY

You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy ’ﬂ:e Suite Life

DETROIT — SOUTHFIELD
28100 Franklin Rd.
(313) 350-2000
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