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Here s a list of best-of- summer readlng

LOVE to go into bookstores and
ask the staff what books
they've read and loved lately.
It's lke asking a frlend, only

better, because bookatore people

read as if life depends on it. And
maybe jt
speaking,

does ~ professionally
that is.

But that s not to say they’re nat
inclined to push their favorites, Of
course they do — zealously. That's
‘what makes bookstore visits so much
fun. They'll synopslze the entire plot
of a favorite novel before you blink
An eye, though they never, never tell
the ending. They'll Introduce you to
.-an author you've never heard of and
.glve you 10 good reasons why you
should read that person. H they like
‘a particular book, they'll try to steer
.you someone who did like It. And, 1f
nobody liked it, they'll tell that too,

- They're the Siskels and Eberts of
the boel world,
So this week I asked the staff of
meral local bookstores to give us
stheir recommendations for some

‘book break
Mona Grigg

sumed Innocent” a
“Prince of Tides.”

ple are also buying James Ml-
chener's “Alaska” and Stephen

nd Pat Canrcy 's
Freedman s3;

Blll Morrissey stands by “Mon-
sleur” by Lawrence Durrell, “Rebel
Angels" by Robertson Davies, and
““The Good Apprentice” by Iris Mur.

King's “The Gungslinger” on cas- doch,

sette to listen to while driving.

BORDERS BOOK STORE (Bir- &
manager Tim Gable can't

good summer reading. Here's what

they had to say:
Blrmingham Book Store owner-
manager an  pecom-

re
mends “Life and Death in Shanghal"
by Nlen Cheng. “An exceptional book
by an exceptional woman,” says

an, who met the author at a
book luncheon. says to

mends her favorite, Michael Dorris'
“Yellow Raft on Blue Water” (Gere
Freedman says Hessler bas probably
sold hundreds of copies of thly book
by convincing everybody they'll love
it as much as she does — and 5o far
there are no complainta} Hessler
also loved “Sarum” by . Edward

watch for three exceptlonal books
due out later this summer (she was
lucky enough to read advance cop-
fes): “Blngo” by Rita Mae Brown;
Ann Tyler's latest “Breathing Les-
sons;” and “Sience the Lambs a
psychologlcal thriller by Thomas

SADELLE HESSLER

recom-

{outin now),

Jeanne Nlelson loves “Cald Sassy
Tree" by Olive Ann Burns and Clye
Edgeuon‘n “Walking Across Egypt.”
{Edgerton has a new one coming out
soon called “The Float Plain Note-
book,"” and there are whole lot of us
who can't walt.)

say enough about “Whose Justice?
‘Whose Ratlonality?” a

Terry Me)(enxh lkes “Wide Sar.
axso Sea” by Jean Rbys, “Grass
leu" by Michigan writer Dan
Gerber, and “Scenes from the Home-
!ront" hysm Vogan (bardcover).

“The Twn Deaths of Sencra
Pucdnl b; “Os-
mrl.ndl.u&n " by Peter Carey,
and Carrie Fisher’s “Postcards from
the Edge.”

Virginia Ventzke liked Garcia
Marquez’ “100 Years of Sol.lludo." [t
well a3 laul.n Erdrich's “The Beet

e Tyler's “Accidental
ud “Nurl." Brenda Mad-

study by Alasdair Maclatyre,

Assistant manager Don Powers is
pushing “Lion Country” by Freder-
ick Buechner and the “The Philoso-
phy of Schopenahaver” by Bryan
Magee.

Rod Miller, also an assistant man-
ager, recommends Jean Cocteau's
journal, “Dlary of an Unknown” {in
bnrdccver) and “Song for Mumu” by
African writer Lindsay Barrett,

Staﬂer Sylvln lnwood
““Tales of the Clty,” from teal
Mauplu' “City" urlu. and “Gloria-

y Michae! Moorcock. She also

loved

Everybody at Books
recommends Scott Turow's “Pre-

Marge Plercy's “Avall-
able Light.”

La ce Durrell's “Pope Joan,"
Tom Eobhlns' “Another Roadside
Attractlon,” and Graham Greene's
“"Monsignor Quixote.”

New staffer Van Hubner liked “Pi-
cas30” by Ariana Stanissopolis Huff-
Ington.

BARRY POUPARD selects Jim
Harrison's “Dalva,” “Love in the
Time of Cholera” by Gabriel Garcla
Murquez and also recommends Dan

d  Gerber's “Grass Fires.”

1 Browse (West Bloomficld) mana-
ger Amy Greenison liked “Love in
the Time of Cholera” by Marquez.

of Nora Joyce, wife
of James.

John Hu“:l:fe:nd Joe Park both
llked “Hor plng” by Marilynn
Bobluson, Huston was stunned by
Elle Wiesel's “"Night.”

Thumbs up from everyone for
Conroy's "Prince of Tidea." Other fa-
vorites include “The Handmald
Tale” by Margaret Atwood, “The
Princess Bride” by William Gold.
man, and “White Palace” by Glenn
Slvln

column: staff recommenda.
uoxu from Little Professor in Farm-
ington; Little Professor-in-the-Park,
Plymouth; Metro News in Canton.

Feigenson/Preston Gallery opensin Blrmmgham

By Manon Msilgaard
:special writer

The Biils exnibit

Mary Preston, director of the
Felgenson Gallery of Detrolt which
Iclosed carller this year, has opencd
.the Feigenson Preston Gallery In
B!rmlngham With it she brings a
stable of artists whose questioning,
“¢challenglng work made the Detrolt
gnllery famous.

‘The opening exhlbition is centered
amuud Detroit-born Tom Bills, whe
‘has been making waves as well as

:nculptnre in New York. He recently
:became alfiliated with the old, es-
- tablished, prestigious Zabriskl Gal-
!ery there, His five steel and lead
sculptures have symmetry and grace
lhnl belle the toughness and industrl-
*al associations of the materials.
-. What Bllls does Is join (hick, steel
:slabs together with a thin, windlng
- Incision that's been cut through them
. and then {l)led with molten lead.

. This mutual dependency s neces-
. :nry to the finished work as the rela-
*- tion between the two metals creates

.a batance of image and structure.

““The two materlai. rely upon each
ther,” said Bills, “the one cannot
xist without the other.”

The surfaces incorporate the natu-
‘al scars of oxldized, rusty steel with
“linear or curving patterns of silvery

:"lead., In some of the picces he leaves

-open areas of space which add em-

“phasis to the external and Internal
;- Image.

4 through July
29, Hours are 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, 796 N.
Woodward,
Birmingham. The
Wesner exhibit
continues through
Saturdsy, July 16.
Hours are 11a.m. to §
p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, 163
Townsend,
Birminmgham.

THREE OF THE SMALLER
sculptures are maunted on sturdy,
but scemingly delicate bases whlle
the two massive ground pleces arc
around average knee-height and
welgh almost ane ten apicee, In the
balance between surface and depth,
solldity and movement and the visi-
ble versus the invisible, these large
sculptures seem to be orlented to
something or somewhere below
ground. They suggest antiquity —
anclent tombstones that have grown
Into the ground or Viking, even My«
cenacan, excavations,

After recelving a bachelor of arts
degree from Oakland University,

, where he became an as-
sistant to Kilchi Usul, curater of the
Meadow Brook Art Gallery, Bills
jolned an Independent study pro-
gram at the Whitney Museum, New
York and later received a master of
fine arts degree from Yale Unlversi-

ty.

The exhibitlon Includes exciting
new work by orlginal Cass Corridor
artists Bradley Jones, Robert Sestok,
James Chatelain and Paul Schwarz
and relative newcomers John Obuck,
Dilmm Curr. Brnd Iverson and Patri-
cla er.

The Bllls exhibit  contlnues
through July 29, Hours are 11 am. to

‘Tuesday-Saturday, 796 N.
Woodwnrd Birmingham.

JOSEPH WESNER'S NEW sculp-
tures at Hill Gallery of Birmingham
are graceful and sensuous with long,
curving, gestural forms moving in a
vertical directlon.

Even the smaller works, about 2.
feet high and up, assume varyingly
different three-dimensional aspects
within a strong, structure in-ground,
figure relationshlp.

Whereas a plethora of elements
once constituted the dynamics of
Wesner's sculpture, he pow em.
phasizes the gesture or mark (figure
or figures), The work [s more
streamlined with the energy direct-
ed inslde the sculpture.

Steel, marble, concrete or sand-
stone bases play an integral role in

“The Conventioneer” by Tom Bills Is lead and steel. It Is 25 by
28 by 9% inches and was made last year,

steel

Wesner

m: the {lgure represents the theme
of the Ideal and reallty and the large,
sometimes three-tlered bases denote
the solid reality of the carth.

Surfaces and patinas are sensitive-
ly treated — a -blue brenze
work looks as though it might have
been dredged from the sea; an ivory-
palnted steel stands on its marble
base like a modern abstraction of
the Greek chorus and an unpainted

with its ferrous,
carthy ved tones.

Apropos the fdeal and reality the
artlst explained the arching figures
of the 8-foot high “Romeo and Jullet
IV say more about the catharsis of
youth than a hopeless love.

Wesner, who teaches seulpture at
the Center for Creative Studies, of-
ten uses Shakespearian themes as 8
metaphor for his work. Many of
Shakespeare's plays work well in a

P! sn't part
of Joseph Wesner's show at
Hil Gatlery of Birminghan, it
gives a good Idea of the di-
rection he is going. It is
called "Tempus,” is 8 by 11
by 4 feet and was done last
year. :
modern scenarlo —~ 50 do these
sculptures. .

The exhiblt includes some vigore
ous drawings that stress the impor-
tance Wesner places on surfaces.
The exhlbit ccnUnua through Satur-
day, July 16. Hours are 11 am. to 5
p-m. Tuesday-Saturday, 163 Town-
send, Birminmgham.

Select Properties from 9{@

COUNTRY-LIXE
New kitchen, Iving room with

«re,
Neoplece, femily room,
decks, extra large mechanics garsge, $75.900, 4771111,

navENLY IRLS
17983 Birwood, $119,900
IRMINGHAM

|

Mlchlqan s
R

8034 Dubin Fakr, 1157,200
LAON LAXE

al ‘Fstate One

Largest Real Estate Company

SRR RN TR AT

8481800

18358 Bedlord, $144.600

384 Chestarhield, §199.900

14318, E10n, $101.900

22 Westoourns £ $178.000
Cameic €., 240,000

Samon
0108 Rainirsa, $108,000
DEARSORN

24420 Winona, $139,500
oaTROT

e
ears700

343 Visla Tarrace, $40.000
unca

8481000
£51.1900
8444700

B18 Revars Court, $119.900
23407 Sionehange, $41.500
SOUTHARLD

78112 Evarroen, £92.900
20660 Lowe C1., 78,500

CANDEN CITY.
2020 4. 12400

6500 thariman, 4120950
20010 Bratton, 75,900

2cuTHeRLD
84TO Now Hampanira, $154,500

326.2000
amragy
amaniy
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY, Calony Park 4 bedroom colonkal
anmmmmw-,zu
batha, kMl bassrment, MOve-in cONGIIon. Owner trans-
forred. $167,500. 4771111,

WEST ROOMPILD
2658 Birch Horbor L, $264.900°

THAEE BEDROCM TOWNHOUSE CO L-.-—‘
‘Wit finished 1 room or 48 hedroom and half deth. Neuirsl
goet, coniral oir, 2 OO GArige, end UNR W GXYE PArking.
Move-in condiiion. mnediete cooupandy.  $119,900.




