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By Tim Richard
staff writer

There’s a book on “How to Avold
Probate.”

But Oakland voters won't be able
to avold probate on the Aug. 2 non-
partisan ballot. Five Jawyers are
secking a chance to succeed retiring
Probate Judge Norman Barnard In
the $92,000-a-year post.

‘The two lop vote-getters will meet
in the Nov. B runofl. Winner starts a
six-year term Jan. 1,

The “Barnard scat” is the only
Oakland County judicial contest on
the primary ballot, Two candldates
are seeking the “O'Brlen seat” on the
Probate Court, and two are running
the Circult Court seat being vacated
by James Thorburn, so no primary fs
necessary there.

Candidates were Interviewed by
an Oakland Citizens League panel in
this order:

Joan E.
Young

JOAN E. YOUNG, 40, of Blrming-
ham, has been Circuit Court admin-
istrator since 1982 and was deputy
{rom 1979-82.

“I began as a soclal worker 19
years ago handling child abuse and
neglect cases,” satd the 1969 gradu-
ate of Michigan State Unlversity.

“A probate judge has real power
to improve the lives of children,”
Young sald, citing battered child
cases that a judge in her early expe-
rience falled to She estl-

Joan Young:. |
Circuit Court administrator

James P.
Delaney

JAMES P, DELANEY, 38, of Bev-
erly Hills, is a senjor level assistant
on the staff of Attommey General
Frank Kelley,

“From the first day (1978), 1
represented the state in probate
courts — wills, trusts, guardlan-
ships, escheats,” he said,

Delaney worked in the publlc ad-
ministrator dlvision for elght years,
then shifted to the Department of So-
cial Services, “It's a more varied
courtroom practice,” he said, citing

mated about half the court’s cases
Involve abused, neglected and delin.
quent chlldren,

Unlike Wayne County, which has a
speclalized juvenile division within
Probate Court, Oakland uses “a
blind draw” on cases, Young sald.
“The variety helps a judge be more
elflcient and attentive.”

In 1974 she received her law de-
gree from Wayne State and in five
years of private practice handled ju-
venile, domestle, wills and trusts,
criminal and other litigation,

Young admitted to “llttle experl.
ence in decedents’ estates — I would
have to update mysell, I'm a quick
and good study.”

But she claims expertise in admin-
Istration, “1 know how to manage re-
sonrces,” Young said, pointing to the
staff of 200 and budget of $12 mil.
lion she handles in Circult Court.

Other landmarks in her career:

® Chalr of the state Teacher Ten-
ure Commission, 1983,

® Member of Supreme Court task
force on “gender issues In the
courts.”

® President of the Michigan As-
sociation of Circult Court Adminls-
trators, 1984.6; currently chalr of
that group's court forms committee.

© Member of State Bar commit-
tees on trial court administration
and plaln English,

David I.
Kaufman

DAVID I. KAUFMAN, 56, of Hunt-
ington Woods, was an clected judge
only about six weeks but has filled in
by Supreme Court appointment in
many judlcial assignments since

then.

In 19686, with two years experience
as an attorney, Kaufman won an
overlooked, shart term on Detroit
Recorder’s Court. “I did not have a
1ot of trouble,” he sald of that tenure,

“I'm very patlent.”

It made him eligibly to serve as a
visiting judge.

“I was a (substitutof judge one day

in June and two days next month —
an average of four to six days &
month. But I can’t keep it up,” sald
Kaufman, who is no kin to the family
that produced several members of
the Wayne County bench.

With degrecs from Brandeis and
Columbia universities, Kaufman be.
gan his career as a certified public
accountant for the Internal Revenue
Service and went to law school at
night.

“I have no problems with the tech-
nicalities of probate. I've bandled a
number of juvenile criminal cases,”
he sald, Kaufman's Royal Oak-based
practice Is “substantial” d‘:ul mﬁu.
corporate tax planning, of
w)ll-f: and In “the financlal end of
heavy-duty divorce cases.”

Other highlights in a 24-year ca-
Teer:
® Elected member of the Detroit

p in circult, and
federal courts as well as

David I. Kaufman
former Recordes’s judge

trial attorney. He carned his Jaw de-
gree In 1965 and was with First of
Michigan for 11 years.

Contradicting candidate Young,
Dean said probate court work “is not
50 percent juvenlle. It’s less than 30
percent.” Another 30 percent [s es.
tate and 30 percent guardlanships.

“I think I'm best quallfied. I think
I've got the broad-based experience.
Some candldates have expertlse in
certaln areas,” he said.

“There have been major changes
(in probate law). Anyone who says
they dld probate work 10 years ago
can't be up to date,”

Other highlights of Dean’s carcer:

® Member of the estate and trust
committee and mental health com-
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James P, Delaney
assistant attorney general

mittee of the Oakland Bar.

® Member of a countywide Pro-
tective Service Network,

@ Origlnator of a warking com-
mittee with Clinton Vatley Center, a
state mental hospital, to ald patlents
and their families.

@ Presenter of a seminar on pro-
bate procedures for the young attor-
neys sectlon of the Oakland Bar.

® Adjunct professor teaching pro-
bate practice in Mercy College's par-
alegal program.

@ Provider of a seminar at Walsh
College on fiduclary and probate ac-
counting.

® Contributor to the county bar's
Latches magazine, the Legal News
and a WDET public radio program.
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Thomas M, Brenhan
attorney from Troy

hopefuls

Hugh Dean
Probate Court mansger

What is Probate Court?

“Probate Court. A court, found in
about one-half of the states, with ju-
risdiction over wills, estates, guardl-
ans and minors. Probate courts are
found at the county level. . . . Much
of the work connected with probate
courts is administrative In nature,
belng concerned largely with ensur.
ing proper handling of minors and
estates by guardlans and administra-
tors. Juries are rarely used. .« .

“Signlflcance: Probating, or prov- '
ing, the authentlelty of a will and the *
subsequent administration of an es- -
tate is an important element of
American law, which reflects con- *
cern with property rights. The rights
of minors, too, are zealously
protected. , . "

— “The American Political Dic. .
tionary" by Plano and Greenberg

tive agencles.

Asked his experience in juvenile
cases, Delaney said, “It's 1s a very
blg portion of the probate court's
business, It will probably become
much bigger.

“I've tried to acqualnt myself with
that {aw, I haven't practiced it. I do
see the abused and neglected in the
DSS in adult foster care homes.”

One Oakland Citizens League re-
viewer eriticized a campaign hand-
out which sald, “It's time for Judge
Delaney,” for giving the impression
ke already Is a judge.

“It's a good plece,” he replied.
“I've read every statute. It's a fair
piece.”

Delaney earned degrees from the
Unlversity of Detroit and Detrolt
College of Law. Other career
highlights:

@ Village councilman In Beverly
Hills, 1986-8, and earlier a member
of {ts planning board.

& Member of the juvenile court
committee of the Oakland Bar.

® Member of the probate and
trust law section of the State Bar.

Thomas M.
Brennan

THOMAS M. BRENNAN, 42, of
‘Troy, does 30 percent of his practice
in probate court, fourths of it
guMlcomb County. His office is in

ca.

“I was employed by First Federal
(Savings & Loan) as a mortgage rep-
resentative and rose to become vice
president and general counsel,” he
said of his career from 1972.77. “But
I wanted to go Into private prac.
tice” -

He is unrelated tc a host of Bren-
nans who have served as Michigan
judges, *“The Brennan name In Ire-
land is like Smith in England,” he

sald.

Most of his probate work is in es-
tates and guardianships rather than
mental commitments or juvenile
cases, he sald.

“Probate is a special court. You
can’t run it on black-letter law.
Court personnel have to be more re-
sponsive.to people,” he sald.

Several years ago Breanan was
critically injured while riding a bicy-
cle at S a.m. by an 18-year-old girl
driving home drunk from a party.
Except for a resulting speech Imped-
iment, he zald he has been “100 per-
cent for 18 months.”

' earned degrees from
John Carroll Unlvensity In Cleveland
and the Detrolt College of Law.
Other career highlights:

® President (3987) of the Sterling
Helghts Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

® Chairman (1980-1) of the young
lawyers section of the Macomb Bar.

. and member of the
Utica Rotary Club.
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