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GM workers see ‘Life After Fiero’

By Tim Richerd
staH writer

land Communlty Colleges Business
and nstitule (BPI).

Many of their students were 45
years old with 18 years on the job,
They had been earning $35,000 and
more a year. And they thoughl they
were doing a good job with General
Motors' new “team” cancept of mak-
ing Pontlac Fleros,

“They were devastated by the
news,” sald Brenda Vesprini of Qak-

"ms was an nlyplca] plant. They
hat‘lt done what they were challenged

The news, last March, was that
GM would close its last assembly
plant In the city of Pontlac in Sep-
tember, and the 820 hourly workers
wm be out of work later thls sum-

"The college dld some herole

Volunteers are needed

Big Brotbers/Big Sisters, 20755
Greenfield, Southfleld, is seeking
adult volunteers for one-on-one rela.
tlonships with children from single-
parent homes. Indlviduals willlng to
provide understanding and guldance
on a long-term basis, a few hours a
weck, are encouraged to pursue this

Call 569.0600 k

3901 Beaublen, Detroit, nceds pa-
tient care volunteers, 15 and older,
Persons will assist staff in caring for
children and with play acﬂvlﬂa

things for the workers, meeting ts
responsibility to the community,”
OCC Chancellor R. Stephen Nlchol-

:on told the board of trustees Mon-
ay,

WHAT OCC DID, teaming up with
Oakland University, was to set up a
10-session program to guide the
workers to “Life After Fiero,” sald
Vesprink, It was paid for by a jolnt
GM-UAW venture serving displaced
workers,

‘The program was a series of coun-
seling sessions covering benefits,
evaluating one's own abllities, job
market trends, § resumes,:
terviewing for jobs and retralning.

“We hired a full-time temporary
coordinator md nine partstime ca-
reer lallsts,” she sald. The coun.

Four-hour weekly
tween 7 aum., and 9:30 p.m. Valunteer
clerical positions for photocopying,
llling nnd an.!wmns phones are also

{rom 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Michigan Caneer Foundation, 110
E. Warren, Detrolt, needs volunteer
informatlon speclalists for the tele-
phone and referral system. Volun-
teers who have cxperienced a ding-
nosis of breast cancer are also need-
od to provide peer support for newly
diagnosed patients. Call Cathy Cam-
cran, 833-0710, Ext. 245, 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., weckdays,
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Interview and
training are required. Call volunteer
servlces, 745-5326 from 8 a.m.-4:40
p.m., weckdays,

For information on other op-
portunities or if your organiza-
tion needs volunteers, call The

selors wore casual clothing to put
the workers at ease,

“We decided to lnvolve the team
captains so they could sell their own
workers on it,” Vesprini sald, refer-

ring to the Japanese-style supervi-
slon system GM used in the Fiero
plant.

ONLY THE FIRST session of two
hours was mandatory for the work-
ers, Altogether, 700 attended it at
the end of April.

1t was an explanation of beneflts
and an overview of what was ahead,
Introduced by plant manager Tim
Lee and personne] director Cheti Al-
exander.

The next three sessions, all in one
day, covered the Michigan Occupa-
tional Information System (MOIS),
evaluating natural Interests and
abilities and job market trends. It
was attended by $25. Another 231,
many close to retirement, formally
refused — “signed off,” she said,

“Some had never thought about
developing a resume,” she said.

ext the workers met one-on-one
with counselors to interpret their ca-
reer interest scores and figure out
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the next step. Each wound up with
an “employability development
plan,” Vesprin sald. By the end of
June, 260 workers had had such ses-
slons.

This week workers began smlons
In job appllcations, resume
how to look for work and rlndlnx
where to get retralning. These, too,
are one-on-one sessions. OCC's work
will be done by Aug. 5, she said.

Vesprini sald written comments
have been largely positive. “1 liked
the feedback f{rom the class. This
class showed there Is llle after
Flero,” one worker wrote.

OCC trustee David Hackett added,
“I'm glad this was in plain language.
So often educators talk in jargon and
turn people of(."

IN OTHER curricutum develop-
ments, the board of trustees ap-
proved a contract with Electronic
Data Systems Corp., which wlil pro-
vide short courses for in corpo-
rate graphics systems.

Landfill
site plan
advances

Even as it moves toward bulldlng
an incinerator, Oakland County
seeking another landfill site lwr
trash,

The county board's finance com-
mittee last week freed up $120,000
toward acquisition of a land{lll and
approved hiring the firm of Rogers,
Gﬂlden and Halpern Inc. of Philadel-

phia to select a site.

Total budget for the site, over two
years, Is expected to be $450,000.

The action was proposed by the
Munlcipal Solld Waste Board on be-
half of member cities and townships.

The agreemest calls for the firm
o report not only on soll and water
supply conditions but on bridge ca.

pacity, wetlands, endangered species
habitat, woods, scenlc aress and ar-
cheological sltesv
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