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8rian Smolinskl, representing Walter's Home Appliance on the throw as Paul DiPillo steals second

STEVE FECHT/staft photogeapher
base. The Delroit Adray

Livonia Collegiate Baseball League All-Star team, awaite the League stars won the game 10-2.

Livonia

stars’

pitching falters

By Brad Emons
staff writer

The Livonla Collegiate Baseball
Leangkue pliching staff walked the
la:

baseball

and got
up by their Detrolt counterparts in
the annual Adray All-Star Game at
Tiger Stadium, 10-2,
Five Livonia pitchers

THE DETROIT LEAGUE is made
up, ;:r players primarily from state's
mi +

for 10 walks, giving Detrolt all the
belp it needed to avenge last year's
surprising 4-0 Joss,

“You can't walk those guys (De-
troit) because they can hit,” sald
John Moraitis of Little Caesars.
Moraltls managed the Livonla All-
Stars for the third consecutive year.
“You hope the pitching can hold you
in there, but we knew they were
strong.”

MANAGER BOB Atkins of first.
place Adray Appliance played down
the fact the Detrolt Adray League
had something to prove after loslng
last year.

“T'fust told our kids that their kids
were coming in with a mission. I told
them they wanted to win the ball
game.

“Livonla has a good ballclub, but
pitching was the difference. And
anybody can tell there's a difference
in the leagues because we have
many more Division I players.”

Easter Michigan, ehigan

gan, m gan,

State and Detrolt. &z
‘The Livonia League, saddled with

elght resident players per team, re-

lies on small college, funlor college

and even high'school players, .

third, and scored on 2 wild pitch by
Adray Sound's Jeff Tanderys (U-M),
Livonia made it 2-0 in the top of
the fourth when Chris aln-
perfectly exe.

Adray Appllance threw wildly into ~
center fleld trying to get Alken at
sccond base.

Ploase turn to Page 2

‘T'S BEEN FUN,

That's the first thing Jeff
Wiska wants to make clear
about his Initial season play-
ing Arenaball. Prior to the opening
game, he sald playing this Indoor,
clght-man variety of footbal] was
he most enjoyment he'd gotten out
of the game since school

days at Redford Catholic Central.

The next thing he wants you to
understand s that he probably
won't be back, .

“I've had fun and I've stayed
healthy,” sald the Farmington Hills
native, “But I just don't think I'm
accomplishing  anything career-
wise.”

Wiskn. a §-foot-3, 250-pound of-
fensive/defensive lineman with the

“If 1 can make $300,000 a year,
Tl do it, no matter what,” he ex-
plained. “But making what I'm
making here when I could put my
degree to use making about the
same money and be working
toward my future — well, I'd

o
Detrolt Drive, earned his degree In
business management from Michi-
gan State, where he was an All-Big
Ten performer at offensive guard.

HE'S 28 now and played {n threc
pro leagues (the USFL and NFL
are the other two). But the money
just isn't enough to keep him play-
ing.

rather be doing that.” )

In pay scales are set.
Players get bonus money based on
individual performance and thelr
team'’s playoff performance. All to-
talled, Wiska figures to carn about
$25,000 this season.

That's a mere pittance by NFL
standards, But then agaln, as Wiska
polnt?'d out, Arenaball “isn't the

WHICH FOCUSES on another

reason Wiska has apparently decld.
ed not to return. Life In the NFL Is
hard, extremely cballenging both
physically and mentally. For an of-
fensive lineman, every game s a
war, with arms, legs, fists, {Ingers
and every other portlon of the
:nammy thrown recklessly into the
ray,

Often, what scparates good line-
men from bad is Intensity. It can
atlow a player to ignore and
fatigue in dogged pursult of a goal,

Arenaball isn't the same for a
player like Wiska. There are only
two offensive llnemen {a guard and
a center), which makes blocking
less plvotal. A team need not win
the war In the trenches to win the
game,

Wiska wants a title to cap his career

And, although Wiska hesitated to
admit it, he's had problems maln-
taining his intensity.

“You doo't get fired up for this
like you would lnlng up against a
(Mark) Gastineau,” he sald, refer
ring to the New York Jets former
all-pro.

With challenges like that absent,
combined with the relatively small
pay, Wiska flgures It's time to do
something else with his life.

“LET ME put It this way,” he
said. “If a guy's 28 and his asplra-
tlons are to play Arena football,
you'ze got to wonder about the

Wiska, though, has enjoyed his
season of Arenaball. And with De-

2

trolt's streak extended to - |
seven games with Friday's 48-17
pasting of New- York, and the
playoifs starting Friday (the Drive
host Pittsburgh In the semifinals at .
9 p.m.), the game may lnteasify. .
“New York tonigh New
England last week didn’t bave any-
thing to play for,” said Wiska after
Friday's victory. Both New York
and New England were already out
of the playoffs when they met the
Drive. “We can’t let downpow.” -
‘The Drive finished second in the
league with a §-3 record, behind
Chicago, which beat them twice

could be enough to lnspire Wiska,
should the two teams meet for the
champlonship.

By Brsd Emons

Lost Code leaves imprint on Mile

Lost Code (right) with Jockey Cralg
Perret aboard wins the Michigan Mile
easlly ahead of Manzott] (left). The
<crowd of 12,673 wagered $144,271 on
the 10th race. The winalng tUme was
1:50.4.
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