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This grouping of political
signs appears on a corner
near Greening Street and
Northwestern Highway on the
border of Farmington Hille
and West Town-

said. "“People observed damaging signs are going to be
arrested and charged.”

He asks residents observing any destruction of signs
to call the police department and make a report. Viola-
tors face & charge of maliclous destruc.
tlon of property under $100, which can bring up to a
$500 finc and 90 days In fafl.

At least one Farmington Hills resident is not pleased
with the ordinance allowlng polltical signs, Steve Beau-
champ has lived in ghe Kendallwood subdivision for the
past elght years, and said the political signs throughout
the city look “tacky.”

“iU’s just making the subdivision look like a carnival,”
he sald. “It’s really a shame — it's going to go on for
about four months. 1 happen to think the vast majority
of people don’t want these things.”

The Farmington Hills Clty Counctl approved a change
in the ordinance in October of 1986, following a protest
by local resldent David Haron and threat of a lawsuit
from the Amerlean Civil Liberties Union. Previously,
nonaccessory signs were allowed only In light industrial
zoning districts. The change exempted political signs
from the clty's regular ordinance. .

The ordlnance’s first test came in November of 1986
durlng a clty councit election when 438 signs had to be
removed because they were in the public right of way.

In nearby Farmington, publle services director Earl
Billing said his department had received no complaints

By Casey Hans
statt writer

Two Farmington Hills zoning inspectors — half the
city’s department — spent two days last week driving
around the clty removing political signs placed In the
right of way.

Left untouched, however, were political signs in resi-
dentlal neighborhoods, which are now legal thanks to a
llberalized ordinance passed in late 1986, This is the
{irst major election in the city since the law changed.

Zonlng department director Lee Bllzman said last
weck complaints are belng received daily about politi-
cal sign placement.

“We have had a lot of signs placed In the right of
way."” she said, “Also a lot of people have been calling
on specific people asking, ‘What are you golng to do
about the sign here, or the sign there?' **

The 2lty’s mzin method is
Improper signs. No tickets have been {ssued,

“We're just trying to keep them out of the right of
way," Bllzman added. “What you really want . . . as
with any zoning ordinance, Is compliance.”

Conflscated signs are kept for 10 days by the city,

Bllxman sald she hopes to look at the Hills ordinance
and at surrounding communities to see how effectlvely
it Is working. “I expect to be dolng some research to see
if there’s a better way to do it,” she added.

ship, Farmington Hills is in its
first major election year deal-
ing with a liberalized 1988
sign ordinance,
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C of to the political sigus are
also on the rise this election year, sald police Chief Wii-
Mam Dwyer. Signs have been torn down, spray-painted,
and torched, he sald.

“We're not turning our backs on any violations,” he

about politleat signs this year, but has also removed “a
few"” from the public right of way.

Farmington allows political signs, but requires they
be removed within 14 days of election day. It also re-
stricts sign types, slzes and has lighting guidelines.
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had tO 1088 Weight.” - Louise Conant

_ Louise Conant put her career as an actress on hiatus to raise a
family. Consequenitly, she snuck up to 171% pounds. That’s when
Louise came to Physicians WEIGHT LOSS Centers.

Our trained counselors and nurses gave Louise a nutritionally
sound diet, regular supervision, and constant encouragement.
“They made me feel like I was the only person in the world
who mattered? Louise lost 46% pounds anrd 53 inches in just
16 weeks. “They taught me how to eat right and eat healihy.

And 1 know Pli never gain the weight back?

Call now and let Physicians WEIGHT LOSS Centers
perform wonders for you, too.
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