Basket Works

Custom-filled for-any occasion

By Debbie L. 8klar
special writer

A tisket, a tasket how about giving
your boss & baisket,

“Baskets are becoming the ac-
ceyubln corporate glit -mh a pur-

The result is to offer lpedx!ty

Force in the late ‘60s, I used to be a

type baskets which entertain certaln
themes, Each one Is created differ-
ently In order to suit the 's
personality and Interests.

Faulhaber says, baskets, which
lm Indefinitely and can be reused,
th

pose,” sald Steve
of Basket Works by Downing Sueet.
207]136 Middlebelt, in Farmington

HUl

Faulhaber, 37, and his wife Fran-
ca, 27, bepu the business almost a
year ago, and to date have s0ld more
than 1,000 baskets nationwide.

“The ldea began when my wife
xnd Twereon om :ly to stnu (nr

most

wny to express a corporate message
with & customized sensitivity. “Bas-
kets are being used to express apolo-
gles, thank yous, get well wishes,
congratulations, reinforcements and
rewards for staff, even for an-
nouncements,” he sald.

EACH BASKET is custom made gmall re

slopped oll In Los Angeles and saw n
lo! of basket companies, and we be-
Leruud and thought we

;hw!d start something like that in
Michigan."”

A bavket

on occaslon and the per-
s0n whb !t is being given to, “We lke
to sit down with the client and find
out a litle about the person who is
recelving the gift In order to include
what they like,” he sald.

“What's nice about this type of
service versus the traditional frult-
like basket,” he sald. “Everything
we use is non-perishable, and has a
long shelf life — untike fruit.

“We knew there was a market in
this business, but we also knew that
we had to think of something differ-
ent as well as belng unique,” he sald.

There are same baskets which
bave been designed around the golf-
er, ball player, the country decor
lover, Itallan gourmet goodies, wed-
ding couples, great picnlc munchies
m}d new baby arrivals, only to name
afew,

Prices for the baskets, which can
include wlcker, steel and animal fig-
ures, start at $19.95 and continue up-

for a new father and another
for & aportsman are ready for
delivery from Basket Works
by Downing Street in Farm-
ington Hitls.

wards,

. Who has the baskets on
dlspluy on the premises of his other
business, Downlng Street Flreplace
Shoppe, says he uses lhe name of
that particular street because,
“When I was stationed in the Alr
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Do it for someone

LUNG

you love...

Stop smoking

WELCOME WAGO
HAS USEFUL
GIFTS AND
HELPFUL
INFORMATION
FOR YOU...

ALL FREE!

JUSTENGAGED?
NEW PARENT?
MOVED?

when you visit them.

eam

My visit's a friendly way to get answars to
where-to-find questions about our town and
avallable goods and servicas, Local stores
are anxlous to helptooand have glfts foryou

CALL 356-7720

il

N

SUMMER ARTS

| England,
"Downing treet was supposedly
where' the began, and I
thought it would be a good oame to
start a buslness after.”

HE CAME BACK to Michigan
whem he opened l shop which of-
fered chimney sweep services, and
later on delved lma t.he retall end of

, and glass
enclosures as well as p-ol -the-line
barbeques and fireplaces,” he sald.

By spring of ‘a9 he hopes to open a
shop when he can sell
the baskets singlebandidly.

“The reason we went into the bas-
ket buslness is because I wanted
something totally different and not
as seasonal as my fireplace busl.

ness,” he explaned. “So far it's been
:Ty positive, profitable and enjoy-
ai

Baskel Works by Downing Stree!
can be reached by callilog 418—)337
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and signs that will be delivered to the recipi-

" LAURA VARGA CASTLE/#taf photopraphec
Steve Faulhaber shows a couple of the baskets ent's home for a special surprise, or for any

occasion.
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And You Could Wm

‘The Summer Arts Program
and The Smith Theatre
are pleased to present

Part I;: “The Red Shoes . .. a Retelling”
Part I1: “Five for Foase™

Sunday, August 14, 7:00 pm

. v.u% Thursday, August 18, 8:00 pm
f . " Ticketa are $6.00,
3 $5.00 for eenfors -
hﬁ - and students.
ARTN TREATRE, Call 471-7700

Oakland Community Callege, Orchard Ridge Campux,
27085 Orchard Lk, Rd., Farmington Hills, M) 48018
One block south of the 1696 and Orchard Lk. Rd. interchal

It's easy! Just come intoa Choose New Orleans for the
participating First of America bank to acclaimed Avdubon Zoo and for
join the ZOOFARI, the unsurpassed dining and night life

Grand Prizeisa in its exciting French Quarter.
R Decide on Washington BC's
one dwleek’ all exl:-e nie National Zoo and split your week
paid luxury trip for between playful lions and tigers and
to any zoo in America! bears and the historic sights of our
- e nation’s capital.
Or head for the Big Apple.
:::;;?;::,s Visit New York's Central Park or Brony
could select the 2005 and capture the animal sights
internationally- by day. Then, thrill to the lights on
renowned Broadway and its spectacular shows
San Blego Z0o, bynight.
whereyou 1180 on safari to view Yourlnpfarfourinc]t[dcs
the exotic animals of the African airfare, luxury accommodations, 200
Seringetti. Then relax on the scenic admissions and spending money. . .
beaches of Southern California or atotal value up1o $5,000.
for a Pacific moonlit cruise.
o or you could
win an exclusive
ZOOFARI animal!
You could win any ZOOFAR] «
animal like those oa display at your
First of America bank, Just fill out the
N entryform in your bank. ZOOFARI

A $5,000 ZOOFARI Adventure Trip!

animals will be awarded at every
First of America bank.
Enter today! No purchase

-NECEsSArY to enter,

Just come in to your nearest
First of America bank to register
for the ZOOFARI drawing and get
complete pules and details.

Get free exclusive ZOOFARI
gifts and great rates when you
invest in a personal CD, too!

dep
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mumhmmmm.a.-nmmmm ~
T

Rules forderats

Toc sddmonst mlnemastion 130p by yous sesres hirst of
wmerica Bank o call Firs of 4mencs e 1-000-544-6145. Dler
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