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Some critical words
can encourge growth

Of all the 2 e ——
we encounter, I feve criticlsm Tz)
ranks among the most vexing. v ‘moral .

The Book of Proverbs declares, ‘perspectives
“Rcbu:(hc n'wnlse man and he k:m )
bless thee.” But most of us know <
from experlence that we get precl- i Rabbli Irwin
ous few hlessings from those we re- ™ Groner

buke, and we are seldom wise
enough to thank our crities for their
reproofs,

Criticlsm Is percelved as a blow to
our ¢go, a threat to our self-esteem.
Critical words hurt, sometimes even
more than physical pain,

Criticlsm hurts most when It
comes from those we love. We want
to look good to others, and most of
all, we want to look good to our par-
cnts, our spouse, our children. Our

"hearts are so designed that one word

of reproof from them appesrs as a
threat. It is felt as a wilhdrawal of
love, a rejection,

And yet, we need to learn to ac-
cept criticlsm. The ancient sages de-
clared that love that docs not con-
tain a measure of reproof Is not au-
thentic love,

Does love mean total acceptance
of one’s partner in marriage, of one’s
children in everything they do? If we
truly love another, we seek to ene
hance the life of the other, When love
is not blind, but critleal, then It leads
to the growth and development of
those who are close and dear to us.

HOW CAN we learn to take critl-

clsm constructively? The first rule is
(o listen. “He that hears reproof,”
the Bible says, “gets understanding.”
But we don't hear, we don't listen. In
counseling with couples in conflict, I
find this deafness so frequently.

The wife wil say, "My husband
does that which I do not like." I ask,
“Have you told him how you feel
about It and why?” She responds, *T
told him a thousand times!"

When I mention this problem Lo
the husband, he says, “1 never heard
her say a single word about it.” I be-
Meve him, and I believe her, too. She
critleized, but he did not listen.

‘THE SECOND step is to admit
that we are not perfect. This [s a
hard admission to make. We learn so
much about normal psychology from
abaormal. Those who study the a)-
coholle persenality artlculate this
truth. It is hard to admit you have a
serious fault that needs correcting.

An expert in this fleld wrote: “One
of the most dlfflcult problems Iin
treating the alcoholic is to get him to

admit that he Is an alcoholle, that he
has a drinking problem and needs
help.” X

And 50 It is with all of ys. We have
to admit our imperfections and fall-
ures in order to overcome them.

Frequently, our severest critic and
dcarest friend are one and the same,
Who loves us better, who knows us
more intimately, who accepts us as
we are even with our faults and crit-

icizes us more often than & parent or

a spouse?

THIS DIMENSION of buman in-
teractlon has broad implications.
The very life of a democracy de-
pends on people giving and taking
criticlsm, The dliference between a
dictatorship and a democracy Is not
dlscerned simply in the structure of
government.

‘The true distinction is this: do the
citizens have the right and the free-
dom to critlcize thelr government?
1f they do, they llve in a democracy,
If they don't, a dlctatorship.

‘The worst thing that could happen
to America Is that critics of nationat
or local polley should be silenced or
become sitent, The constructive re-
sponse to criticlsm makes for a
hlealthy and vigorous democratic so-
clety.

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in
Southfield.

Red Cross appeals for blood

The Anierican Red Cross has is-
sucd an emergency appeal for blood
donors In an effort (o reverse a eritl-
cal decline in the community blood
supply in southeastern Michigan.

Blood collectlons in Wayne, Oak-
land, Macomb, Washtenaw and St.
Clalr countles were 22 percent below
need In June and 18 percent below
need 50 far in July, There is a short-
age of all blood types, with an es
clally critical nced for all negative
blood types and for O-positive blood.

There is a critical need for busi-
nesses and organizatiens to call Red
Cross at 494.2790 Lo schedule on site
blood drives for this summer,

“One of the major causes of the
shortage,” sald Dr. A, Willlam
Shafer, Red Cross oxecutive direc-
tor, “Is that too many businesses and
organizations say 'no' when we ask
them (o schedule summer blood
drives. If more of them would say
‘yes' we wouldn't be In this serlous
situation.”

“As It Is, it will take us at least
two to three wecks at peak collee.
tions to get our inventory back up to
where it should be, Without a full
schedule of on site blood drives dur-
ing this critical time of the year, we
will face a chronic shortage,” Shafer
sal

BLOOD DONORS who have not
given blood within the last eight
wecks are urged to donate as soon as
possible at one of the air-conditioned
Red Cross Blood Donor Centers in
Ann Arbor, Bloomfleld Hills, Dear-
born, Detrolt, Livonia, Oak Park,
Port Huron, Southgate and Sterling
Heights, or at a community blood

drive in their area. Flrst-time donors -

are also welcome, Appointments are
not necessary.

Donor center hours v;ary. Appoint-
ments may be made for the conven:
ience of donors by calling 494-2800,
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Fabrics.

Styles.
In 35 days.

Create the look
youwant.

Buy the sofa, loveseat,
sleeper, sectional, modular,
chair or recliner you want: At
sensible prices; and delivered
injust 35 days. With frame
and fabric warranties that
impress even the most
disillusioned of shoppers.

Sofa pletured starting at 700
prices good thru7/31/88
1914 TelegraphRoad
Bloomfield Hills, just north
of Square Lake
338-7716
126E. 14 Mite Road, Clawson
583-1475
Showroom and Clearance Center

Open every day but Wednesday

FURNITURE

Designs for Living

SOMERSET SOMERFEST

MALL WIDE CLEARANCE — GREAT SUMMER VALUES
4/2 to 2/3 off at many stores

SATURDAY - JULY 23rd
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM

FUN % ENTERTAINMENT % PRIZES
For the Whole Family

JACOBSON'S WORLD OF MAGIC
Two Big Shows % 1:00 & 3:00 PM

15 CAROUSEL BAND ORGAN
DAN THE BANJO MAN
CLOWNS & MIMES

REGISTER AT THESE STORES TO WINII
Prizes - Dinners — Gift Certificates & More

Alexander Bonglorno / Anna Bossett's claite pecione
AuCourant Optical Fashions / Bally of Switzetland
Bonwlt Teller / Brookstone / Burberrys / Cache / Cafe Jardin
Charles W Wairen / Crabliee & Evalyn / Crown House of Gifts
o] Y 1 Dury's / & 1 Eddle Bauer
Fannle May Candles / Furs by Robert / Gucci / Jaeger
The Man Shop / Mark Cross / McBryde's  Mondi
New Man / Nino-Halrdressers / Saks Fitth Avenue
Sebastlan's / Shermans / Yiang-Yiang

Tastings at Godliva / Shatper Image Auction~-42:30 PM

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

Say

and Chicago.
It's simple
It’s convenient

may require.

“I Wood” to Wood Motors
exclusive City Airport Shuttle Service
On your next flight out of City Airport,
stop by Wood Motors for the best
Mercedes-Benz service between here

Just stop by Wood Motors, We'll ge
to the airport on time, And while you'r
gone, we'll change your vil, tune your
englne, and perform other routine
maintenance that your Mercedes-Benz

The next time
you fly to Chicago,
let Wood Motors
drive you there.

Welcome home

Right on schedule, your fully serviced
Mercedes-Benz will greet you at the gate,
City Airport Shuttle Service. Another
exclusive service for Mercedes-Benz

owners, only from Wood Motors,
Call 372-2600 oday.

We'ro glving you 100%.

*JH, WOOD MOTORS .

@ 15351 Geatiu at 8 Mile
Detroit, Michigan (8205

(313) 3722600

Don't Miss This Great Event!

Extraordinary Values

SAVE 20% 10 50%

-We carry top brand names such
as Stiffel, Koch + Lowy, Kovacs
and Crystal Clear :

SALE ENDS JULY 30th

Floor Lamp
Rugulur Low Price
$69.95

SALE PAICE

Desk Lamp
Regular Low
Price $16.95

SALE PRICE

2 A

Bed Lamp
Regular Low Prica
$25.85

SALE PRICE
$12.95
Hareamk‘n someaofthe
GREAT VALUES
available during
our annual
SUMMER LAMP SALE!

This Sunday, help us plant
something more and more
young people need these days...

HOPE.

Juin us in breaking gruund for Brighton Hospital™s new Adolescent

Substance Abuse Treatment Center on Sunday sftemoon. July 24th, The
groundbreaking ceremony will begin at 3 pm. and will be the highlight of
our annual picnic, which will begin a1 noon. This day of family fun and

fellowship will inclode:
8 Free hot dogs, pop & cuoflee

® A hole-inone goll contest. surting at 11

win a 198K Buick Park Aven

JeeprEagle. There wilk abs be a closest-to-the-pin canest, with

other prizes

& The Serenily Walk on our exercise tril, with medals for the firt 300

people who finish

B Ganes for kids of all ages, incleding a **'moonwalk." a calliope, and a i

children’s carousel

# Live music for litening & duacing, featuring the Anne Be Davis

Hear Inspirational
Speakers Talk Atout
Chemicat Dependency
& Recovery

- Inspirationat alks will begin at
3 p.m. and loature Clnm |
irom Los NE:'“ and former
NFL Miami Dolphin lootball

.+ - player Metcury Morris. Tho

+ Qroundbreaking ceramony

wall follow.

a.m. Tee off for your chance to .

ourtesy of Waldecker Pontize-Buick-

"1 you would Iikg 10 come ot
mare information,

you
a3 call the hton
v ﬂc’nax.l Communiy Relation:

(olk-rock band Oepartment at (31 ,227.','3.3_
oxt. 276,
. : Brighton Hospital's ;
Ve BRIGHTON HOSPITAL sty 3
- . &) ¢ . . Where over 37,000 have started  12831°East Grand River Gondoreaking Caremo
BIRMINGHAM . NOoVi R *  ROCHESTER. - SOUTHFIELD 8 their a sicohoksm and And Annual Picnic
' 6580 Telegraph 45319 Grand River 200 E. Second Street zoassT'l"‘e!eqmph ' %m (313) 2271211 Sunday, July 24th, 1988
626-2548 344-0280 851-4302 353-0510 . | T
v ' . ’ ¥ - : ' . " N R




