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of West Bloomfield rehearses her role as Gretel
with Laurie Shea, who plays the witch in the
gingerbread house. Shea, 22 {s a Bloomfield
Hills resident.

Birmingham Village Players’ presentation of
“Hansel and Gretel” is among the area’s sum-

mer theater offerings. Many groups stage pres-
entationa which appeal to the entire family
during the summoer. Here Kari Sterns, 22 (ieft)

Summer Concert Series
If you want to keep on the cool side . . . join our party, poolside.

Evory Wednesday night, all summer long, the Sheraton Oaks presents
Cool Notes - cool music and hot times to keep your week on an even keel.
Cool is the rule at Cool Notes, where you'll hear this city's best music
and meel some quality people while you enjoy fun food, your favorite
cocklails or our sumptupus summertime drink specials.

The coolest part of all is there's no cover charge.

So, when summer sizzles - cool-out at Cool Notes
starting at 6:00 p.m., Wednesdays.

This Wednesday, July 27:
BUGS BEDDOW
27000 Sheraton Drive, Novi, Mi ® 3485000
. . WL Toke 196 te the Noviixit . - . -

Summer’s stages
sizzle with action

By Helen Zucker
spacial writer

Neither sun nor lack of raln nor
Soaring temperatures can keep Oak-
land County's theater groups from
their zppointed rounds.

These ambitious actors and tech-
nicians have spent the spring and
Summer mounting full-scale produe-
tlons of childrens theater, serious
plays and muslcals, The fruits of
thelr labors are now in and the har-
vest [s abundant for families, stu-
dents and just about everyone in
town,

COMING UP: Henrik Ibsen's
“Ghosts,” at the Avon Playhouse,
1185 Washington Road, Rochester.
The two-week run begins July 22-24,
and conlinues through July 29-31.
Curtain is at 8 p.m.; matinees at 2
p.m. Suaday.

Dorotky Smith, a longtime mem-

ber of the Avon Players, produces
and dlrects “Ghosts,” as part of the
requlrements for her master's de-
gree in theater from Wayne State
University. Smith uses Arthur Ko-
pIt’s contemporary translation of 1b-
sen’s 1881 classle. She's brought in
Mary Copenhagen of the Hilberry
Theatre to do costumes. Mark Berg
of the Birmingham Theatre will do
lighting.
Smith fecls that Ibsen's play is
tmeless. It's about “being true to
yourself; it's about taking risks
rather than letting others dictate
how we llve,” she sald.

Her cast includes Sheila Lyle as
Mrs. Alving, Tom Logan as Pastor
Manders, David Nelson as QOswald,
Kathy Wyszacki as Regina, and
Frank Cosenza as Engstrand. For
ticket information, call 375-9432.

THE BIRMINGHAM VILLAGE
PLAYERS reinstated children's the-
ater and plans to continue the tradi-
tion. Bill Haycook and the board de-
clded on “Hansel and Gretel” as the
first offering In five years. Producer
Diane McKeon, director Jane Mitler,
Kim Fox as Hanse! and Keri Stern
as Gretel open at 8:30 a.m. and 3
p-m. Saturday, Aug. 6. There will be
two performances on Saturday, Aug.
13, at the playhouse, 752 Chestnut,
Birmingham, Parents and grand-
parents are welcome. For tlcket in-
formation, call §44-2075.

‘The playhouse Is in the first act of
a huge renovation effort directed by
bullder Tom Pallos of Troy. Fred

Lavery and the board are overseeing
the long range project. For informa.
tion about obtaining $3 tickets for
the building benefit, call Donna Mas-
ters at 644-2075.

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER offers something for those
going away in August. Take the kids
to see "Hansel and Gretel” July 26
at the Jewish Comemunity Center,
Four wecks of interactive theater
meant to Involve kids at an early age
kicks of f with this favorite tale.

Sponsored by the center's cultural
arts department, this is the “third
year of “family nights.” Dad is en-
couraged to sit on the floor with kids
age 4-11. Everyone's encouraged to
speak to the actors.

Henry K. Martin is directing
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs"
on Avg. 2 and 9 "Beauty & The
Beast” on Aug. 16 and 23. Martln
and his wife, Sue, and the cast want
to introduce kids 10 the delights of
theater going at an early age. They
hope ta cultivate a lifelong habit. All
performances are at 7:30 p.m. Tues.
days in DeRoy Auditorium, 6600 W,
Maple, West Bloomfield. For tickets,
call 661-2000, or turn up at the infor-
mation booth in the Jobby 1% hour
before curtain time.

TROY PLAYERS attempts an
ambitious schedule. They hope a
summer production wlll become a
permanent part of four offerlngs a
year. Director Stephen Kiersey has
lucked into a sprightly cast to do one
of New York's oldest running shows,
“The Fantasticks.” Tom Jones' witty
patter and songs will open Aug. 5,
and run through Aug. 8, 12-13, 20.21.
Jim  Taltos, Pat and Colleen
O'Shaughnessey, Hal D'Artlnl, Rob-
eri Szatkowskl make up the cast. Ki-
ersy gets into the act as one of the
fathers. Greg Nichols on ptano and
Connie Patrick, a jack-of-all-trades,
are on hand. Curtain time Is 8 pm.
at the Troy Community Center. For
ticket information, call 879-1285,

STAGECRAFTERS' YOUTH
THEATRE rounded up 47 east mem-
bers and 30 techniclans, ages 8-17,
fram cvery part o! Oakland County
to put on a fulsome production of
“Alice In Wonderland.”

Cast and crew altke are quallfied
and_ enthusiast. Director Carol
McFarland has a master’s degree In
theater from Wayne. Producer Mau-
reen Burns “likes 10 keep things on
the burner year round." Everyone is
working on a volunteer basis. Billie

Wildrick, seen in the Great Lakes
production of “Annle,” will play Al
ice. Christopher Pauck Is the actor
behind the Cheshire Cat's "

bra Hayes will be the Queen and Jim
Daly rins about as the White Rabbit,

This carefully mounted production
will open 7 p.m. Friday, July 29,
Performances continue at 2 p.m, and
7 p.m. Saturday, July 30, and at 2
p.m. Sunday, July 31. Tlckets are $3,
seatlng is assigned. Ticket sales are
already under way. For Informatlon,
call the Baldwin Theatre, 415 S. La-
Inyette, Royal Qak, 541-6430.

THE SPOTLIGHT PLAYERS
present “Cupld’s Bow,' “The Middle
Kingdom" and “Lemonade,” on Fri.
day-Saturday, July 29-30. The three
onc-act plays are “summer fare”
meant to send you and your date out
on a quest for root beer floats and
sweet old-time pleasures. “A Night
of One Acts” can be seen at 8 p.m. in
St. John's Eplscopal Church, 555 S.
Wayne Road, Westland, Tickets, $4;
students and seniors, $3. Call 45%-
7672 for informatlon.

AT MEADOW BROOK MUSIC
FESTIVAL, Oakland University,
Rodgers and Hammerstein's
strange, wonderful love story about
a handsome carnival barker and a
beautlful factory worker wraps up a
fine season.

“Carousel” takes us to the coast of
Maine in 1873. The show's unforgett-
able songs — “If I Loved You,"
“June Is Bustin' Out All Over,”
"You'll Never Walk Alone" — will
take many people back to music
we've all grown up with,

Meadow Brook imported the Mu.
nicipal Opera of St. Louis for the
production. The terrific, nattonally
known cast includes Patrice Munsel
as Nellie, Rex Smith as Billy Bi-
gelow, the barker, and Stepbanie
Zimbalist as Julie Jordan, the girl
involved with clambakes and hapless
love,

The muslcal opens the day after
Labor Day for a six-day run at
Baldwin Pavilion on the Oakland
University eampus. Assistant direc-
tor Greg Bloomiield wants season
subscribers to the Meadow Brook
Theatre to know that “Carousel” Is a
bonus production, a ninth play added
to the eight done each season. Mati-
nees at 2 p.m. Aug. 7 and 10. Curtaln
time, 8 p.m. Sept. 6-11. For tickets
:sd further information, call 877-

10.

_Atrium Garden

LET’S
DO
BRUNCH

11am - 3pm

Dine with us at
Southfield's only

Restaurant. Fea-
turing an array of
delicious break-
fast, lunch & din-
ner items plus a
surprisingly sweet
dessert table.

Reservations Recommended

350-2000

Adults *11.95
12 & under *5.95
10% AARP Discount

EMBASSY

Stk

28100 Frankiin Rd.
Southfield, Michigan




