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West Coast fine

Had 1 a crystal ball some dozen
years ago and been able to see the
essence of this column ¥ would have
rejected the Ideas it carries as pre.

terous.

At that time [, and everyone else
In civilized America, knew that West
Coast winerles were makling strong
strides forward in quality, but that
the king and master of truly great
wines was clearly France. For cen-
turies that had been true and surely
would continue to be so for the fore-
seeable future. France, with her Bor-
deaux, Burgundy, Champagne and
Chablis reglons!

But 1t Is amazing what thls long
decade has seen,

The first fissure In the previously
impenetrable barricade came In
1976 when some Callfornia Caber-
uets began {o show most favorably
In face-to-face competitions with the
glants of the Medoc, Such names as
Stag's Leap Wine Cellars, Mondavi,
Beaullew, Duckhorn and Sequoia
Grove and others began to rise rap-
idly In world esteem. Todny they
take second chalr to no Bordeaux ef-
{orts. Petrus and La Tour cost con-
aiderably more and are no less great
than they ever were but it is now
tradition that enables this to contin-
ue for the most part.

By the early 1980s it became ap-
parent that the great white burgun-
dies of France, priced beyond rea.
sonable lmlls even then, and the
more affordable, crisp wines of
chablis could be matched in this
country by a wide varlety of char-
donnays from California.

Sonoma county especlally began
producing wines that could meet the
highest quality standards of France.
Wines from Simi, S

Jordan, Kistler, Chateau St Jean

(and more recently Ferrari-Corano)
In Sonoma, Kendall-Jackson in Lake,
Quail Ridge, Pine Ridge, Glrard,
Beringer and Chateau Montelenn in
Napa, all have come to be accepted
asworld ¢
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tage and continuing through 1885
and 1988, the great red burgundles
have been challenged from three
sources; the Carncros reglon of
Napa-Sonoma, the Santa Barbara
and San Luls Obispo areas and,
above all, Orcgon and the Wil-
lamette Valley. The cool growing
conditions In these three reglons,
combined with excellent solls and in-
creasing winemaking skills all die-
tate that one no longer need pay $35-
$50 for a great wine made from the
Pinot Nolr grape. At half the price,
or less, the glorles of this perhaps
finest of all wine grapes can appar-
ently be realized under label names
such as Wild Horse, Byron, Carneros
Creck, Acacia, Saintsbury, La Cre-
ma, Knudsen-Erath, Rex Hill, Cam-
eron, Tualatin, Elk Cove . . . the list
is a long one,

The less tradltion-bound wine peo-
ple acknowledge some of the above
{and there are some who grant most
of i), But, then it comes to the true
champlon of wine, the great one,
champagne, they resist. The name,
after all, is synonymous with pres-
tige and excellence. It Is also onc of
the most hyped commodlties in all
the world, whose cost is determined
more by the difficulty in producing it
than in the quality It holds,

The quality of true champagne,
whatever the price, cannot be chal-
lenged, It is enormous, but some
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Inn. So if you have lots of visitors attending -
your speclal occaslon, whether It be your
wedding, family reunion, bar mitzva or annl-
versary party, Let us help you out. We will
offer them affordable accommodations plus:

.ALL TH/S FOI? 0”[. y 34 1 195 por room {plus fax)

» Large Indoor pool
«Exercise Room
« Excellent locatlon, near
major shoppling mall
& restaurants

For Enz‘_?ro 100M3 occupled, you will receive
ONE COMPLIMENTARY GUEST ROOM for your personsl use
Ax for Detalle.

us!

Up 10 4 Bula pee room
* Advance resecvations nacessary
‘Avaabie onty Friceys,

27500 Northwestern
(Next to Cong, Shaarey Zedok)
Southlisld 356-5500

Offer good thr 129188 B\ ¢
“Ask aboutour weskend packages. (SN

BEAT THE HEAT

WITH
THESE SPECIALS FROM

DETROIT

coui e
ENJOY THE BEST CARMEL
CORN IN THE CITY
8 0Z. TUBS OF

~

A ..
‘COUPON EXPIRES 7-17-88

American emﬁn*l i
FORGET ME NO' ]

YELLOW

D I D ..
IPON EXPIRES 7-17-88 ‘

‘ I COMPANY

D 0 . .
COUPON EXPIRES 7-17-88 q

OE
1GALLON -

TROPICOOLER

Feult punch P,
makes 5 qallmul

delicious trult punch,
Great for Hot Summer days.
EA,
L]
L L1 F 1 ]
COUPON EXPIRES 7-17-88

"WEDDING °
NAPKINS

JL---

m

I e [ L 1 L T T 1§ ]

suggesting that some of the finer,
small Callfornia producers are now
offering sparklers of comparable
quality, Though today they have not
yet attained the mystique of such
names as Dom Perignon, Taittinger,
Krug, Mumm, Salon and Roederer,
the time may not be far off, It was
not teo long ago that the names Mon-
davi, Salntsbury and Simi were vir-
tually unknown,

The evidence scems clear that to-
day several California reglons are -
producing, at a fraction of the price,
wines of absolute top quality, com-
parable to some of France's finest,

From Napa the S, Anderson win-
ery partlcularly is gaining tremen.
dous press for its chardonnay and pi-
not nolr-based sparklers. A modest,
family affair, Stan Anderson’s oper-
atlon has risen from obscurity to
prominence In little over half a dec.
ade. Excellent wines.

Schartfenberger in Mendoclno and
Iron Horse in Sonoma bave fared al-
most as well land once tiny Culbert-
son in San Diego 13 now growing both
in quantlty and quality. Shadow
Creck, now housed in San Luls
Qbispo, has won many internatlonal
awards. And s0 1t goes.

Add to these modest producers the
French/California alllance produc.
ers {using French skills and money
and California grapes and winemak-
ers) such names as Domalne Chan-
don, Piper-Sonoma, Maison Deutz
and Domaine Mumm, all reflect bur-
geoning sparkling production and ex-
cellence.

Do not interpret what ls belng
written here as chauvlnistic patriot-
Ism or mere provinciality. It Is
rather a reflection of a trend that
has evolved qulckly. One that fs
belng acknowledged by more and
mote of those who shape the trends
and observe the patterns of the wine
industry.
1t is ngt a matter of a lessening of
French quality. It continues to be of
the highest order. But the evldence
grows that American West Coast
winerfes have caught up and, in
some cases, surpassed them. After
all, In the auto industry, on a reverse
scale, it has happened before. We
know that,

I am hesltant to get that dusty
crystal ball out again. It did me too
little good a dozen years ago. There
are those who feel the Australians'
time Is next,
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table talk

Franco-Chinese

A speclal dinner festuring French
and Chinese cuisines will be beld at 7
p.m. Monday-Tuesday, July 25-26, at
the Lark in West Bloomfield, The
menu Is highlighted by Beljing Duck
with Fol Gras and Rack of Lamb
Genghls Kahn. For reservations at
$85 per person, call 661-4466,

founded In 1970 by Olga Lolzon of
Blrmin, m ber Original
©Olga recipe, there are now 19 differ.
ent varietles of Olgas,

Bottled dressing

The salad dressing served at the
Summit's Steakhouse at the Westln
Hotel in Detroit i3 about to become a
star. TV actress Joan Collins of “Dy-
nasty” requested the recipe, and lat.
er a bottle of the dressing was sent
to her, after she asked for it. The
Summlt has decided to market the
dressing at retall outlets. Chef Beal
Richel developed the reclpe for the
dressing.

Four-color menu

Olga's Kitehen Inc. has introduced
a new four-color menu throughout
its 88-unit restaurant operatlon. The
menu focuses on the restaurant's
comblpation meals. Olga's was
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A luxurious room for two. Exciting surroundings — fun
fitness center and indoor pool. Superdb dining and
entertainment.

And in the morning — Free breakfast of your choice in
our Cache restaurant,

A wonderful evening for two — just for you for the
great price of $49.00.

Specify “Evening For Two” package when making
reservations, Valid Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Not

icable with other di d rate. Price per room,
per night up to two people per room. A limited number
of rooms are available for this promotion.
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“Holy Haddock-screamed the scrod-
<1t the Fridiy Fish Fantasy”

*“And we're going to be broiled in our own juices!"
Come on, Seymour, don't act so shellfish. These people
want to enjoy their dinner.

Dive into our Friday night Seafood Buffet,
full of sumptuous delicacics from the sca, A raw
bar with tender shellfish. Smoked bluefin tuna,
steamed shrimp, salmon with dill, broiled

* swordfish, Maine musscls, blackened shark, and
nets full of fresh catches—egrilled to order, right
out front. Rounded out by bountiful salads, hearty
chowders and luscious desserts. So come and

indulge in the most fun you'll ever $18.25

have without a rod and recl. [
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