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To write the Observer: 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024. To cail: news line, 477-
5450; sports line, 591.2312; home
delivery, 591-0500; classified
u(l.n 591-0%00; display ads, 591-

CALLINGI!”M‘
central place of
Farmington,” traffic

engineer Tapan Dam
of Southfield-based Goodell-
Grivas Inc. jested to the city
council last week that the
Grand River-Farmington Road
Intersection “is the highest
priced land you can flnd (in
Farmington) use
everybody’s trying to use that
plece of property.”

SAYING goodbye.

Fellow employees and
{rlends will bid farewell to
Farmington Hills city clerk
JoAn Reynolds this afternoon
at a reception in recognition of
her 24 years of dedlcated
service.

Reynolds is retiring after
more than three years as clerk.
Her last day on the job {s next
‘Wednesday, the day after the
primary, She foined the clerk’s
staff in 1985.

She and her husband, Dan,
will move to Cedarville on
Prentiss Bay In the Upper
Peninsula.

Quote of the week

1 just resent the gov-
ernment telling us how to run
the clty. I'm not against day
care. I think (home day care
is) needed. But I don't think
the state should tell us where

they should go. 9

— Ben Marks, Farmington Hills
uncilman in reaction to Senate
sm 887 (see story this page).
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South on

Grand River was complotod ln Jnnulry.
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By Joanne Mallszewski
atatf writer

for the hospital Is whll the institu.
tion Is relmbursed through insurance

Botaford General Hospital offi-
clals remaln optimistic despite prol-
its dipping (wm $3 miilion In 1936 to
Htuz more than $500,000 last year,

better this year because

ol our cost restoration program,”

said Gerson Cooper, dent and

administrator of the Farmington
Hills osteopathic hwpiul.

“We frankly expect to end up the
year with $2 million to n million In
profits.”

Of 27 Michigan hospitals reporting
thelr 1987 net locome and revenues
to the US, Health Care Financing

tlon, Botaford was one of

In 1986, Botsford had a 8) million
net income or profit — after ex.
penses of l5!8 million in patient
care and services. Profits in m7
dipped to ssn 000 ‘after

P , Cooper sald,

In reaction to the bospital indus.
try's changing fortunes, Botaford in
late 1987 retalned consultants to
perform an operations review to re-
duce costs and divers!fy services to
keep pace with a changing health
care industry, Cooper said,

THE DECISION to begin a review
of hospltal operations was accompa-
nled with a hiring freeze in August
1987, Layofis have taken place in
certaln departments and a review of
each of the hespital's departments
continues,

The bospital cut $500,000 in ex-
penses by e! ting the dletary de-
partment and coatracting with an
outsfde service for food services, for
example.

Botsford's {lnancial difficulties
don't surprise Cooper ot state hospl-

$62 million, The profits or mmme

Jerry Wingerter of the _Bon Ton Shom is shoplifling lawo. ‘which give etiffer penalties
and oﬂu clvil relief to merchants. Public safety

O Opinion, 13A

By Casey Hans
staff writer -

l.Inl fuuered thieves, beware,
from a store

shoplifting a separate crime called
“retail fravd.”
The new combination of laws
calls for stiffer criminal penalties
provides merchants an avenue
ﬂmwlal m:llnuon

of
consumer's dolhr goes to ‘hm

I. groups, rank Lauhotf said he pians an educa-
the DFBA, are ;unl learning sabout new state tional o"on with such groups this fall.

Higher penalties, paybacks
part of anti-shoplifting law

ive

Pleasa turn to Page 2

Council

Gerson Cooper

against

state control in
day care issue

8y Joanne u.um--kl
stalf writer

operalur !uught the city’s unlnx or-
then prohibited

Farmington Hllls home day care
advocate Darlene Feldman consid-
ers child home day care a women's
&nd a children’s issue, not a land-use

ue,

But the Farmington Hills City
Councll doesn’t see things that way.
It's taking a public stand opposing a
state effort to override local zoning
ordinances to permit chlld day care
with a maximum 12 children in resi-
dentlal areas.

That means the F: Hills
City Council, for example, would
bave no say in determining where in
the city bome day care is located.

The city currently allows home day.

care in residential areas for a maxi-
mum six chlldren, Homu ol(eriu
day care for a maximum 12
maust be on major roads, loeor\llng
toa F, Hills ordinance,

home day clrc ln residentlal areas.
The ordinance was later changed to
allow home care for a maximum of
six children and a maximum 12 on
major roads.

But Feldman is one of two -
censed operators who cares for 12
children but doesn't live on a major
road, The two are operating on a city
counell two-year extension. A city
ordinance requires home day care
operators to register with the city.
Only seven are registered but city
officials belleve many more home
day care services are operating In
residential areas.

Feldman supports the Senate bill,
particularly in llgm of her poeition
that the state created the problem in
the first place by requiring licensing
and registration of home care opera-

tors.

“It’s a problem belwu:: the state
and local governments, but the chile
dren are caught in the mldd!e" she

unlimited number or the density that =ald, adding that she supports licens-
day care centers might achieve af- Ing because guidelines are provided
fecting residential that beneflt children,
to a resolution adopted by
ing prevention and losses” ex- president of the Lansing-based '-hﬂcglbmm oo arks, wh bou.‘m'.bec" 44 C?“Ddlu lligld 1“::!::::{
T T S i P uncilman Ben , who about the resolution it p!
plained Christian Kindsvatter, Please turn to Page 2 W' the Senate Bl to mz other communities to endorse. It
's ‘s says:
Big Brother,” not child day care. "I . the enactment of Senate Bill
Highlights of the new law| === fillsges 08 Yo e e tcgemen
hwlommdly.rnnoupmt upon the authority of local units of
care, I think But government to te
ECENTLY ENACTED In additlon, ledllluou $pon- l don‘t thln! the state should tell us land business uses with-
state laws add more sored by Sen. Jack Faxoo, D- where they should go,” Marks said. .  (n local communities and would be a
weight to shoplifting Hills, cau- of the
tles 1n Mi dulent cash and credit transactlons FELDMAN BELIEVES atate cop-  tradition’ s0 well entrenched and es-
‘The new laws Include both and use of electronic trol “wonld eliminate the burhdn tablished in »
ina) and eivil penal pesalties for the.sho- | and control that's been golng on y council also
Several items fall under the new  plifting laws Include: mmunnuyuu.mumu Senate bill's prodibition on local gov-
heldlhl of “retail frand,” Includ- @ Stolen Items worth more than the city council, it's not about pur- emment’s current authority to lssne
ing hreeny attempting to steal, $100 constitute retail fraud In (he '.url.ng (children), it's about land 3, 1 use ts and conditional
priea switching, ting  first degree, a felony with & maxi- use permits for home day care.
the “for sale” price and and home day care According to information attached
fraudulent refonds. Piesse turn to Page 2 gained attentlon in Farmington Hills
in late 1988 when the home day care Please turn to Page 2

Education a top issue in 69th District
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