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Furniture quality key for FOrmby

By Joanne Maliszewski
statf writer

When Homer Formby goes furnl-
ture shopplng, he heads straight for
garage sales, junk stores, resale
shops and antique stores,

“Go to the second-hand places, If
it's well-made furniture anywhere
from 50-60 years old, it's golng to in-
crease In value," said the world-fa-
meus authority on furniture refinish-
ing and care. 4

Flnely crafted solld wood furnl-
ture prompts continulng Interest de-
splte the difficulties today in buying
1t brand new. Hardwood trees, which
take 60-100 years to harvest for fur.
niture quallty, are drastically dwin-
diing. Today, partlcle board, plas-
tics, metals and glass have come to
frequently replace the beautiful
hardwoods.

“It's not the manufacturers’ fault,
They have to make furniture you can
afford to buy,” sald Formby, who
appeared at the Farmington/Farm-
ington Founders Festival July 16.
“They can’t do it any fonger and put
it on the market.”

Paralleling the Interest In quality

wood furniture Is a growing interest
In  do-it-yoursell refinlshing and
care.
With a little investigation and
some patience, goed quality furni-
fure of the type that cnriched the
homes of most people’s grand.
parents can be found.

“PEOPLE ARE interested in this.
They go out and get the old furni-
ture. It doesn't have to be antique to
be worth something. Age doesn't
have that much to do with value.”

Two things to look for when shop-
plng for older furniture is good,
sound structure and craftmanship —
carvings, splndles, turns, for exam-
ple. “You'll know it's nothing but the
finest wood because a craftsman
wouldn't have bothered on less than
quality wood,” Formby sald.

Whether it's painted, overly varn-
[shed or knlcked here and there Isn't
much of a problem. With a little
work, the piece can be brought back
to llfe. And it Is not that tough,
though perhaps a little frightening,
to the new do-it-yourselfer, Formby
sald.

Naturally, do-it-yoursel! crafters
are of interest to Formby, who has
become world famous with his refln-
ishing and wood care products. But
the southern-born craftsman began
his refinishing products company

Leading furniture and

nd care y
or cedar ol to dust and maintain quality wood furniture.

when the supply of qualified crafts-
men dwindled.

"I owned 17 antique shops, I tried
to have a natlonal chain, But all the
older men began retiring and I start.
ed a long search for skilled people to
replace them, I found I couldn’t re-
place them. 1 found most people
didn’t want to learn a trade with a
Iot of hard work and sweat. So I had
to find an caster way to do the work
myself,” sald Formby, who comes
from a long line of furniture bullders
and craftsmen.

HE BEGAN experimenting and
eventually developed products he
could use Jn his own reflnishing and
antiquing buslness, “I came along
and found a new way of refinishing
furniture,” said Formby, who began
displaying hls then-home made prod-
uets In public in 1968,

RANOY BORST/staft photographee

Homer Formby recommends using only lemon.

He people 1
in good furniture to set out searching
and putting in a little old-fashloned
elbow grease Into maintalning the
treasures they find,

“R a plece of

It to last forever, Furni-
ture can be cleaned of all the bullt-
up pollution, waxes and polishes with
mineral spirits, which s a paint
thinner. The substance softens the
wax and a cotton cloth can

Is
the Jast resort. Cleaning, and I don't
mean with soap and water, is the
most important,” he said,

Just like mirrors and windows,
furnlture coltects the pollution of the
day. And it bullds up. Adding to the
build-up is the myriad of polishes
nni other spectalized cleaning prod-
uets,

“Everytime you put on a coat,
you're truly putting on another coat.
All you're dolng Ls burying the pollu.
tion. And that will atart 8 the

wipe it off, Formby said,

Proper care of furniture bolls
down to using a little lemon or cedar
oil rather than dusting sprays and
polishes, “Oil Is absorbed. And oll is
what makes wood beautiful.”
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Sanders may 3
reopen downtown
— vice president

Holy hot fudge! Farmington resi-
dents may again be able to enjoy
the Sanders soda bar downtown,

After closing the downtown
Farmington Sanders store earller
this year, the company's new own-
ers are penlng a

i

Vice president John
Christy sald there is no |-
set plan or timetable, :
but the company is w
reviewing its enlire
marketing strategy. .

atore In the heart of this city and at
other, former locations, a Sanders
executive sald this week,

Vice president John Chrlsty sald
there is no set plan or timetable,
but the company is reviewing its
entire marketing strategy, which
includes the possible store reopen-
Ings and expansion into new mar-

els,

One of his first jobs, Christy said,
is to re-cstablish leases for Sand-
ers’ 21 Detrolt-area stores, some of
which explred while the company
was being reorgantzed under feder-
a] bankruptey laws,

“Right now, we're ing
the market, and doing a lot of eapi-
tal fnvesting within the plan
Chrlsty said, “We're also reassess.
ing the real estate situation and
should start to move on it. But
there are no definite plans at this
time.”

ALTHOUGH THE downtown
Farmington store was closed In
February, another remalned open
at 12 Mile and Farmington Road in
Farmington Hills. Sanders could
not recover its former site In the
Downtown Farmington Center be-
cause the site s being renovated
for a different store,

The store's closing last winter
prompted a last-minute rush for
hot fudge cream puffs and other
goodles, -

Christy was named vice presl-
dent for marketing and sales for
Sanders, Inc. last spring and

‘Is charged with boosting the com.
pany's future sales in Detroit and
across the country.

The 5l-year-old was formerly
vice president for the east Cotnect-|~-
icut-based Country Home Bakers,
Inc. which acquired Sanders for $8
milon in a deal approved last],
April in U.S. Bankruptey Court, i~

The new parent company sells
frozen bakery products to super- |
markets and food service chalns
natlonwide, and Christy enviafons a
tlme, ia a year or two, that Sanders
cakes, lce cream, candles and topp-
ings also will be available national-
ly. They are test-marketing many
Sanders products across the coun-
try.

CHRISTY, A native of Detroit, |~
recalls his childhood when he wait- |
ed eagerly for the Sanders dellvery |~
driver and watched hls mother
choose from the baked goods.

“If we had a theme here, it
would be ‘remember when,’" the’
marketing executive sald. .

Future plans include reintroduc-
Ing discontinued recipes stored |.
away In the Sanders archives for'|.’
30-40 years. The recipes are for. 7"
products such as old-fashioned |
fruit ples and gourmet chocolate |[.
chunk cookles, Christy sald.

“Gee whiz, there's nothing more’

pted than an old: L.
homemade ple with fresh apples,” |
he added. "

The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this story,
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wood,” he sald,

With or without his products,
Formby said there is plenty of stm-
ple ways to clean furniture and keep
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NEW CRITICAL CARE UNIT
Opening Soon
AT ST. MARY HOSPITAL

1 SPECIAL CARE
FOR
SPECIAL PEOPLE

Special people with special skllls pro-
vide special care—every day, all day
—in St. Mary Hospltal's new Speclal
Care Unit.
Located on the third floor of the new
St. Mary Hospltal Pavillon, the unlt Is
" staffed by highly tralned professional
nurses, such as Marla (pictured), and
full-time Intensivists and Pulmonolo-
glsts, techniclans end therapists,
Thasae professionals work as a team—
with dedication and compassion to
patients—comtort and support to fa-
mily members.

The 16-bed high-tech unit, recently
expanded in the new Pavllion, offers
the latest medical technology
avallable. State-of-the-art monitors
and computers measurs vital
Information needed to provide fast,
efficlent Intensive and coronary care,

St. Mary Hospital's Critlcal Care

Take advantage of
unusual savings on these
special purchases
— — while they last.

Beautiful hanging fixture in antique ’
brass, 18" across. Glass globe holds
100-watt bulb, Lt
Everyday Warehouse
Showroom price . $75.00

SPECIAL SALE PRICE
$39.95

Medicine Department Is well

respectad in Michigan medical Versatile ceiling mount light in

circles—~tor its  educational antique brass. Clear glass panels, |~
d quality care, 3 25-watt candelabra bulbs, R

With the addition of the Speclal Care
Unlt, St. Mary provides monitoring to
as many as 56 patients. Specia!
poople with speclal needs—our
specialty.

Everyday Warehouse .
Showroomprice $41.00 %

SPEOIA.L' SAI.E PRICE

PR SR 1N ;
Maria Soof, R.N., brings a special, caring touch to her work
in St. Mary Hospltal's Speclal Care Unit.

FOR PHYSICIAN REFERRAL CALL 464-WELL Warehouse showroom only. Sale ends August 6th.

St. Mary Hospital WAREHOUSE SHOWROOM OF

? 38475 W. FIVE MILE FD.
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48154 Z ;: ;1 ; E‘
484-4800 * N . A
St. Mary Health - 8t Mary Health  St. Mary Heelth
Care Conter — c-:;conhr— Care Conter — 4
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8t um'v uo.gul
Fmgr!:;’ ! -+ Livonia Morthvitle  * . ' 32
15538 Marimn . FOpIMIddstatid, Rdth oy il d . S e . 20855 Telegraph Rd. at 8 Mile Rd. Southfield 353-0510
474-2010 4211182 $37-33%0 347-1070 Open 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mon. thru Sat. .




