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Slosar contributed to Mercy's going to be hard. . . since the collego m“ul ::'" what
longstanding hoop tradition mmu but I'm going to be &'“:,',':’ '“n" m“m‘”, ber play
as a 6-foot-1 center, but college ready.’ f.lpmm:n  my recrulting te
coaches from across the country al- Y- , d that t mo‘my I made ‘mmp‘
ready were pursuing her for volley- — Jenniler Slosar o;lﬁ?"slmr md‘" made the
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A three-sport athlete who also
played golf in the spring, Slosar
eventunlly settled on the University
of Notre Dame, where she will apply
her Il ability as

well,

For outstanding achlevement in
the sports arena and the classroom,
Slosar has been selected the Observ-
er's Female Athlete of the Year in
Farmingten.

WHILE ATTENDING Dunckel
Mlddle School, Stosar played volley-
ball for North Farmington coach
Sandy Lublenieckl, who encouraged
her to glve priority to that sport and
attend North. .

But Slosar anticipated a future in
basketball, and Merey had an estab-
lished program with an impressive
record of success.

“I told Sandy: ‘I'm looking at bas-
ketball right now,' " Slosar recalled.
“I went to all basketball camps; I
never went to a volleyball camp.

“1 went to Mercy, basically, for
the basketball program and the edu-
cation I knew I would get.”

But when Tim DeBellso took over

as Mercy's volleyball coach in Slo-
sar's junlor year and started to turn
the program around, she began to re-
alize the potential she had.

“I didn't Jose interest in basket-
ball, but volleyball became the sport
with college potential,” she said. “It
Just seemed like my sport.”

IF DeBELISO WAS the driving
force, Slosar was the vehicle that
made Mercy's volleyball fortunes
improve dramatlcally, The Marlins
went from 9-14 the first year under
DeBellso to 33-8 last season.

“(DeBeliso) always brought out
the best in us” Slosar sald, “We
knew we could be better, and that's
all Mercy really needed, He made us
sce how good we could be.”

Mercy was runnerup to eventua)
Class A champlon Livonia Ladywood
in the Cathollc League and was & re-
giooal f(nalist,

Slosar, who recently participated
in the first high school all-star game,
carned all-state bonors while record-
ing 128 kills and a .415 hitting per-
centage. Her natural position was
middle striker, but her versatility
was what imp college coaches,

An early-season Injury, however,
nearly prevented Stosar from enjoy-
ing the fine menior season that she

did,

In December, she dislocated the
ring flnger on ber right hand, and it
was feared she might miss the rest
of the senson. But she returned in
time for the second half of the
league schedule In January,

“I JUST WRAPPED (the hand) up
80 I couldn't feel the ball when I hit
it,” ahe sald,

“I was really upset that I wouldn't
be playing. I was so looking forward
to my senlor season, because Tim

Ehe reports to Notre Dame for the
start of presezson practice Thurs-
day, and the team leaves for a tour
of China on Friday, Aug. 12. She re-
turns from that trip the day before
classes start on Monday, Aug. 29.

A
grade-polnt average al
will contlnue a family tradition In
en, ring, will tackle a challeng.
ing academic load while playing vol-
leyball, a fall sport In college.

“I just got a letter (from the uni.
r.uﬂt{i,‘dnm 1 bave to take chem-

year," she sald. “Plus, P'm taking a
gah& level of calenlus In addition to
co

e urses.
“It's golng to be hard my fresh-
man year, but I'm golng to be ready.
I'm prepared.” t

Birmingham when she was a sopho-
more and lives down the sireet from
arch-rival Marian, started on the
basketball team as a junior but as-
sumed @ greater role &8 a senor,
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Jennifer Slosar played basketball, volleyball and golf in her
four years at Mercy High School. In her final honor as a prep
she has been chosen the Observer's Female Athlete
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of the Year. .

South stages amazing rally

Mark MacDonald was not lost for words in at-
templing to explaln hls team’s Incredible come-
from-behind victory, but it was enough to leave

one speechless.

"It was the welrdest and most spectacular thing
I've seen In baseball,” he sald after South Farm-
ington Connfe Mack did an about-face Friday and
stayed allve in the AABC tournament In Anp Ar-

bor.
. With one laﬁu .!{‘Cl‘ldy on it.% mmﬁmm
osing $-1 to Mount Clemens, but the
ballelub came back to win 17-9, invoking the mes.
cy rule aftersix
‘The triumph left only South and Taylor Post
the teams in the tournament.

200 as remalning

South faced an uphill battle Saturday, needing two
wins over Taylor, whick had beaten Farmington
9-1 Thursday night, to take the champlonship.

" MacDooald sald be spotted the Taylor cosches
leaving the field at Ann Arbor Huron High Schoo}
after Mount Clemens bad taken an elght-run lead
Frida)

19

getting out of

bottom of the third

7
battera to the plate. Fi did lts amazing
mmdwllhdntummnuﬂmmt
a'Belu the f being mercied and

“ on the verge o com-
ing back to mercy the other team was my biggest

baseball

coaching thrill," MacDonald said, “The kids bung
ip; they stayed up.”

Rob MacDonald had a two-run double and an
REI single I that inning, and Joe Whitefoot cone
tributed a two-run single and a bases-loaded walk.

Joe Jentrer, Jeif Skinner, who was §-for-S in
the game, and Mike Dorocak chipped in RBI sin-
gnﬁl' “ﬂ.‘.‘m Harding and Jason Lichtman had

w.
"It was sorta ugly; It was an ugly game,” Mac-
Donald said. “The umplires were pulling their halr
t,

ou
“BUT WE ENDED up on top, and I enjoyed eve-
rybitofIt”
Rob MacDoaald, who stood at 8-for-18 in the
three RBI, Dorocak

Cralg Murray was the winning pitcher In reltef,
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“It was great for his confldence and great for

the team, because be was all we had left, really,”

Jason Hicks started and went 2% innings, being
charged for aix runs. Whitefoot pitched the pext

Proge;’mlm g
touring pro again

inning, allowing three rums, before Murray en.
tered with South facing a 9-1 deficit.
Farml, pl

pened the Thursdsy
ma 6-5, comeback win over Wendy's of Amm
T,

WITH THE SCORE tied §-5 In the sixth inning,
Lichtman walked with two out, stole second and
scored on Jentzer’s Infleld hit, beating the throw
to the plate after the second baseman started fo
g0 to first base but. his mind,

Leo Devine's two-run homer tled the game in
the fifth. Whitefoot led off with an Infleld single,

" and Devine, the next batter, put one over the left-

field fence.

Jentzer, Devine, who bad three RBI, and Mac:

Docald had two bits apiece,
After Wend

and Murray In the 1

pitched one-hit ball over the next 5% to get

Whitefoot's solo bomer gave South a 1-0 againgt
Taylor Thursday night, but the American Legica
team pounded

7's took a 5-2 lead against Jentzer .
first two innings, wmdg
win. He retired 12 of the last 13 batters he faced. .

flve borne runs to take command., .
Dmmhmpnwummmlmﬁ .
plus innings, was the X B

on Friday by takinga 7-

rebounded
4 win from Jackson FOP, Jentzer pltched a com- -

lete game, allowing six hits and six walks bat
Eold.ln(onmmmm )
Jentzer

With no job and no

place to go,
. Bob Proben’s only alternative was to
try to get back on the F
Golfers Tour. .
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