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A delegate’s choice will be no bad vice

LET THE delegates do it, George.

There will be 2,277 delegates to
the Republican Natienal Convention
in New Orleans Aug. 15-18. In the old
days, they actually picked candi-
dates, and the nation did well,

Delegates will give up a week's
vacatlon. Michiganlans wlli pay $600
a couple for plane fare and $925 for
a mandatory flve nights In the posh
Fairmont Hotel, Huey Long's favor.
ite, plus taxes. That's $1,600 before
anyone has taken a blte of Jam.
balaya or a snort of Napaleon bran-

Y-
For what? To annoint Lwo pre-se-
lected candidates?
THE DELEGATES dre our neigh-
bors, people we know and trust,

One who lives near me is Dan Pl-
erceechi, 2nd District-Wayne chair-
man. [ koow Dan, I know some of the
other delegates and alternates, like
Harry Greenleat, Brooks Patterson,
Ed Haroutunian, Donn Wolf, Bob
Fredericks, Al May, U.S, Rep, Carl
Pursell, Sen. Doug Cruce and Larry
Dickerson,

These folks have worked in the the
polltical trenches and won support
from other party workers,

Who iz Robert Kimmitt, the
“Washinglon attorney" reportedly
dolng background checks on Bush's
short list? Is he a atraight guy, or
will he lurn out to be like Bert Lance
or John Mitchell?

PIERCECCHI THINKS mine is “a

Q Tim
.2 . Richard

great idea — splendid. The delegates
have a better handle on !t than a few
top advisers. Collectively, they could
make a good cholce.”

He's right. Local politicians fre-
quently know the kind of dirt that
big shots don't.

Recall 1972 when George McGo-
vern handplcked Tom Eagleton as
his running mate, If the convention

had been consulled, the Missourl del-
egates would have quietly passed the
word that Eagleton bad some ner-
vous problems and might be an em-
barrassing cholce,

In 1968 the Maryland delegates
might have whispered that some of
Gov. Spiro Agnew's contract deal-
ings were sus; and {n 1984 the
Queens politiclans might have
known that Geraldine Ferraro's
family closet had some skeletons,

The loyal Michigan Democrats in
Atlanta praised Lloyd Bentsen, as I
reparted. What 1 couldn't put in the
news columns were their hesitations
and their curled noses, Given a
chance, they would have nominated
somebody better.

It's OK for a president to appolnt
cablnet offlcers and ambassadors,
but the vice president is a constitu-
tiona) offlcer who ought to be picked
by a democratic process,

REPUBLICANS worry thelr con-
ventlon will be as dull as the Demo-
craly’. More and more TV watchers
are turning off the endless parade of
repetitous orators and hoopla.

Well, Bush can make it lively by
giving the delegates some honest
work.

t Bush supply everyone bhis
“short llst" of three to five favorites,
eliminating anyone he truly objec-
tlonable to him, and let the delegates
decide from there,

Adlal Stevenson let the delegates

do it in 1956, We got a dandy
cllffhanger between Sens. Estes:
Kefauver and John Kennedy. It was
Amerlica's introduction to Kennedy,
50 the honest tussle did a lot of good. -

PSYCHOLOGICALLY, politicians
like flghts. They need fights.

I've covered 50 or 60 state conven-
tlons of three partles and five nation-
als, and it’s a fact that If politiciaps .
don’t have something to fight about
they'll invent something, like screw-
ball platform amendments. [

ides, there will be 12,000 to
15,000 of us media people there. We
need a good siory. .

Footnote: All the pundits are over- *
I?oldng Sen. Pete Wilson of Cajifor- .
nia. .

Look behind percentages
and behind voter turnouts

This column is designed for
those whose attention spans have
been shortened by incessant
*Vote for Me" campaigning.

# There seems to be a rule that
reporters work with words so they
don't bave to understand numbers.
This week, for Instance, It was re-

ried that Mlissourl voters will de.
cide if the prize money for the state
lottery will be increased from 45
percent to 50 percent of the total
take, That, the reporter | us,

Ists can find routes.

Rich
Perlberg

Those kidders. There are no alter-
nate routes.

® Gov. James Blanchard may be
4 blt too excited about the Michigan
Educatfon Trust, the prepaid college
tultion plan. In Redford Township

In France, officials are
appalied at the voter

will be a 5 percent Increase,

Wrong,

It s teally an Increase of more
than 11 percent, To say otherwlse is
to say that Increasing the state sales
tax from 4 to & cents on the dollar Is
only a 2 percent increase. That's ob-
vlously nonsense. It is an increase of
2 percentage points, but that's not a
very important figure. The increase
to you, the cansumer, is 50 percent.

e If you didn't vote Tuesday,
shame on you. What's your excuse?
It was too hot? You were too tred
alter a long commute home? Poor

people are shot dead if
they try to vote, With absentee bal-
lots, it’s hard to find a good reason to
£0 to the polls. But even though pri.
mary elections decide the races In

o ina

pariiciy
recent Qnly

Monday, said twice that
the state's general fund would guar-
antee the tultion for those infants
and children who are entered Into
the plan this year. That's not correct.

If the trust fund proves to be a
bust, the assets would be returned to

73 percent of the
people bothered to
vote.

most cases, the turnout Tuesday was
dismally low.

In France officials are appalled at
the vater participation In a recent
<clection. Only 73 percent of the peo-
ple bothered to vote,

® You've got to band It to the
folks at the state Department of
Transportation, they keep their col-
lective sense of humor. The highway
folks say they are golng to well pub-
lclze the next iwo years worth of
construction on I-696 so that motor-

but there is no obligation
on the general fund and there is no
guarantee that those assets would
cover tuition costs. State Treasurer
Robert Bowman sald Blancbard
meant to say that the tuition was vir-
tually guaranteed for two reasons:

1) Assumptions on tultion {ncreas-
es and fund investments are so con-
servatlve as to practically assure
success; and

2) In the unllkely event the fund
fell short, pragmatic politics dic-
tates that legislators would have to
bafl it out to appease the many tax-
payers who count on the fund for tul-

o1,

Besides, Bowman says, the fund
will be strictly audited every year,
Still, Blanchard Is wrong to say the
tultion Is guaranteed.

" Mon.-Fri. 10<5; Thurs. 10-9; Sat. 10-5:30

OUR BIGGEST AND BEST COMFORTER SALE

OF THE YEAR!
‘THE ASCENSIA® — 30% OFF d
Regular Weight Light Weight
3 Sale Reg. Sale
TWIN $425 $207 $350 $273
FULL $485 $325 $420 $294
QUEEN $615 $430 $560 $392
KING $700 $490 $635 s

Limited to stock on hand 64 units available,

Doun S Birmingha!
mssmv'e'dot:iwoni (Eh:gaq:{cc ;rnn Bmwumsu
313 258-6670

Come foul the Scandia diffrence® .

NOW keeping fire burning
to guarantee equal rights

IT'S TIME to pull out that old, rus-
ty ERA pln,

Mine is attached to an outdated
and frayed macrame plant holder,
aanglog on a nall {n the basement. I
wore that Equal Rights Amendment
pin proudly after returning from a
{eminlst conference In Bowling
Green in 1974,

Gone Is the red T-shirt with a pow-
er fist — my flrst sign of awakenlng
to women's rights and bumanist
movement, But I still have the pin,
which reads “ERA Now" despite the
rust. The oxidatlon is certainly a
sign of times passed, but perbaps it
symbotlzes more.

The movement toward human
rights for everyone seems to be get-
ting a blt rusty.

It's time we polished both the pin
and our approach.

For those that don’t recall: the
ERA was a proposed amendment to
the US. Constitution. It was ap-
proved by only 35 of the needed 38
states before a 10-year time limit
explred in 1982, It was a political hot
petato.

SIX YEARS later, I'm glad to see
the National Organization for Wom-
en and other groups trying again for
an amendment to constitutionally

guarantee equal rights for all.
“We must keep the fire burning
and keep those who perpetuate {ne-

quality uncomfortable,” former
NOW president Eleanor Smeal said
at the group's annual convention this
summer. Leaders at the convention
put the ERA back on the agenda this
year,

But It's going to take a little work
to rebuild that fire. Everyone let it
die during the past few years and
came content (o stoke the burning
embers, Apparently, the NOW lead-
ership walted until the end of eight
years ol conservative, Ronald
Reagan rule before making a second
attempt to {uel the fire.

NOW polls show as many as 75
percent of American voters support
such an amendment. But activists
are taking one more glant step this

time.
In this major politleal year,

groups like NOW are reallzing it * -
takes more than popular support for
passage of an ERA amendment or
;my other politleally sensltive legis-
ation.

IT TAKES the power of polltical *
office, and realizing the importance »
of putting the right people in elected .
Jobs, It means organizing and .
motlvating the non-actives to vou
for candidates who truly represen
what they want. It requires getting
involving and selzing the moment —

and this is the year for involvement.

“The time has come Lo express our
anger and to no longer accept the
status quo,” said an angry Molly
Yard, the current NOW president. |
Femlnist or not, we can all take hee
of her wards.

The first step was already taken
thls weck. when a minority of regls-
tered voters chose to cast ballots In
the primary election. And what of
the rest? |

Hopefully, they're gearing up for
the general election Nav. 8, galning |
a sense of pride, and understanding -
that their opinlens count, thelr feet- |
ings matter, and their votes wilj
make a difference — equally.
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1-2:15 p.m.
2:30-4p.m.
4-5p.m.
5:45-6:45 p.m.

ALSO:
« Jugglers
« Mimes
« Magician

+» Free balloons

™

Game booth proceeds
benefit sponsoring
non-profit organizations

Center, 354-4400. .

« Fun characters in costume

+ Free drawing for prizes
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For more information, contact the
City's Housing and Neighborhood

The Amazement Park Revue (Cedar Point)
National Frog Jumping Championships
Wayne State University Jazz Band

Ursula Walker & Buddy Budson




