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South captures
district,
regional berth

earns

South Farmington begins the quest for an
Amerlean Amateur Baseball Congress reglonal
champlonship today following its victory in the
Ann Arbor district tournament.

The Mickey Mantle ballclub {(ages 14-16),
which finished third in the NABF national tour-
ney last year, defeated host Ann Arbor 8-1 last
Salurdny and advanced to the Coldwater reglon.

Scuth. 27.7-1, plays the Kalamazoo district
winner at 2:3¢ p.m. Farmington will have to win
five games and possibly six to win the tourna-
ment, the winner of which goes to Waterbury,
Conn., for the nat{onwide event.

Eric Miller pitched a three-hitter as South cru-
ised past Ann Arbor. In golng the dlstance, he
walked five and struck out one, ralsing hls record

0 3-0.
“He pitched a great game,” South coach Lou

Plrronello sald, “He kept them off balance. He
only slruck out onc, but they hit a lot of balls on
the ground.”

KEVIN YOUNG and Rich Hamel, a postscason
additlon from Riverview, were 3- for-4 as Farm-
Ington outhll Ann Arbor 12-3.

Young belted a two-run homer during a five-
run fourth innlng and gave Farmington a 3-0
lead. Hamel had a double and two RBl and Jay
Alexander was 2-for-4.

“We really played good defense,” sald Plrro-
nello, adding outflelders Billy Hardy and Paul
Pirronello made outstanding catches. “Ann Ar-
bor put the ball in play, but we made a lot of
good plays,”

Kevln Vanord played an outstanding game at
shortstop, he added,

After the district tourney, South bolstered its

pitching staff with three draftees. Farmlngw
added Ron Hollls, a 14-year-old from Brighton,’
Steve Hendrle of Southgate and Bob'
Czezechowski of Riverview.

“I think our chances are real good,” sald Plrro-
nello, assesing the reglonal outlook, “We had:
good plwhlng. and now we have even better.
pliching.”

WESTLAND, WHICH recelved an aulomnic
bid to the n:glonn! based on its flrst-place finish
in the Little Caesars League of which South isa;
member, plays Clawson, winner of the Plymouth
Salem district, in another flrst-round game,

In other action, Ollver's Pizza, the champion of -
the Saglnaw district, plays the Macomb wi
and host Coldwater faces Team Tire, which also
gal an automatic bld as champlon of the Macomb ¢

League. :

‘Woodside is crowned
champ in NSSL meet

By Bill Parker
staff writer

‘There was a changing of the guard
Sunday at the Beech Woods pool In
Southfield in the Northwest Subur-
ban Swim League champlonship
, meet,

Perennial powerhouse Bloomlleld
Surf, which had won the meet for the
last 11 years, was upset by Jeague
rival Woodside Aulluun Club, 652-
645, Heart of tho Hills finished third
with 521.50 polnts followed by Ore-
hard Valley with 442, Forest Hllls
with 389.50, Woodbrocke Hills with
324.50, Cranbrook with 321,50, Vil
lage with 309.50, Kendallwood with
283 and Pleasant Ridge with 276.50,

Rounding out the bottom six
places were Beach-Wood with 272,
Farmington Glen with 263.50
Beachview with 249,

With just two events remaining,
the girls 64 and under 200 free relay
and the boys 64 and under 200 free
relay, Woodside (WAC) was holding a
comfortable 45-polnt lead. But WAC
didn’t have a relay team In elther of
the last two final heats while Sur{
had a team in both. In the consola-
tion heats of the two events, which
were held Saturday, Woodside fin.
Ished second (eighth overall) in the
girls race and sixth (12th overall) in
the boys race, good enough for a
comblned total of 12 points.

To win the meet Surf had to win
one of the flnal two relays and finlsh
no worse than second in the other,

Surf flnished second to Village In
the girls race, 1:54.71-1:55.21. But
they couldn’t pull it off in the boys
race as Orchard Valley touched flrst
in 1:43.28, Was 500

Woods with 141 and Livonia C.B.
with 120.

Overall, 750 swimmers competed
in the 52-event, leny mcct in
which 14 new records w

Although Woodside led Lhrougnout
the meet, the championship wasn't
declded untll the final relay was
completed,

Glen
ond In 1:43.66 and Sur{ finished third
In 1:44.68,

“I'M SPEECHLESS,” sald Wood.
slde coach Darin Abbasse, whose
team finished 4.3 in dual meets. “It's
been a long time (since someone
other than Sur{ won), I know this is
our first {league mest victory) in 12

years and I think it goes back beyond
that. Mike Schmidt had bulll this
team for four years and I was just
fortunate enough to be able to come
in and bulld on what he already had
established.”

If this year is any indlcation of
things to come, Woodslde may be the
team to beat in the future,

“We're real strong and very com-
petitive in the younger age groups,”
said Abbasse when questioned about
lhe secret to his team's success.

“From 13 years on up we have about
20 kids, but from 12 on down we
have nbout 130 kids. These younger
kids are the growth and the future of
Woodslde, This is probably the
strongest age group swim meet in
Michigan. You're sceing some the
lmlu't kids in the state at this
meet.”

WOODSIDE WON 11 events, {in-
ished second In elght events and
third In six, Jenny Vanker (girls 7-8
division), Lizx Huckabay {girls 11-12
division} and Heather Horne (girls
15-17 division) paced the victors with
two individual victories each. Huck-
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Asron Yaverskl starred in tootball and track at
n High School, but he'll

Farmington Har

concentrate on track when he gets to Albion

Harrison’s Yaverski
reaps special honor

By Dan O'Msara
sta! wrller

Change always brings new chal-
lenges, and more than one awalts
Aaron Yaverski in his freshman year
at Albion College.

Besldes breaking ground for what
he hopes will be a law career, the
{ormer star athlete at Farmington
Harrison faces anather In the sports
arena.

But he has proved equal to the
task many times before, and with
such proflelency that he has been se-
lected the Observer’s Male Athlete
of the Year in Farmington.

Yaverskl, who starred In football
and track for the Hawks, plans to
continue competing In the latter, but
be_ anticipates coliege competition
will precipltate a change of events,

One of the area’s most domlnating
sprinters the last two years, Yaver-
ski might end up running longer dis.
tances instead of the short dashes he
is used to such as his favorite 200-
meter race,

“I REALIZE | probably won't be 2

P
" 200 man,” sald Yaverski, adding he

thought some college coaches
thought he had “peaked out™ in high
schoal and backed off on recruiting
him. “I may be moving up to the 400
and 800 to make usc of my speed,

“I'd rather concentrate on some-
thing I can be good at instead of
something that's my favorite,” h
added. “I'm sure in time I can make
the 400 or 800 my favorite,”

Yaverski established — or helped
to set — school records in four

 events, the 100 (10.8) and 200 (23.9)

dashes and the 300 (1:30.6) and 1,600
(l.:l 0) relays — Bnl be 13 not with.
his potential col-

Ien events.

ln his only attempt at running th

A “respectable time” nl
ws 0 lnd finished second without
and he has been

- any (raining,
clocked at 50.9 In the 400.

mom)wmu-mua more
work for m, be sald, "I think I can
it even before the winter

work into
-maum.

“Wl proper (ralning and attl-
Ml. m-htlu the event for

Male Athiete of Year

gram, but the Britons also were in-
terested in the 6-foot-2, 195-pound
tailback as a foatball player,

In fact, Yaverski might have been
more coveted for the latter sport.
After giving It much thought, he de-
clded to concentrate on track rather
than risk an injury that could jeop-

ardize his track career or future
health, he sald. Trying to ]uu]e two
sports and the academic workload
also was a consideration,

“At the time, 1 was really Into
football,” said Yaverski, who helped
Harrison reach the final
against Grand Raplds cmouc Cen-
tral last November.

“We had just come off the loss in
the Dome, and I didn't want my ca-
rylh! md&udl loss. Bm, after ev-
e ng se dawn, 1
was best lnrmem(lnpuy >
Yaverskl, bowm major
reason the Hawks went ll‘i last fall
and rolled up 3,218 yards in total of-
[{ the single-season

ense,
lnullnlcboolhmnq

He paced Harrison's groend game
with 1,168 yards rshing (5.5 aver-
age) and 17 lm( Yaverski
‘wag pamed to the All-Observer team
uweuum.nmm

- sunnmhmr
\'"nuwu!hm‘lm.lun-
* back wntil Rick Witte +

THOMAS ARNETT/stati photographier

College in the fall. His prep exploits um'd
him Athlete of the Year honors.

R

the fourth game against Walled Like
Western. Yaverskl stepped In énd
rushed for 185 yards and two to
downs as Harrison whipped the
riors 31-15. :-
“I hated to see Rlek get ln]umd
because he's a good fricnd,” Yavar.
ki sald. “You hate for your opportu.
nity to come off somebody’s deqr-
tune,

“But when Il came I waan't lbmll
to slt back. I took advantage of the
opportunlty, and I think I showed 1
could play as well as anybody else in
the state.”

Yaverski's biggest moment on the
gridiron came in the opening round
of the state playolfs when the H:wh
steamrolled Allen Park 29-6. He
rushed-for 174 yards and three ‘l'Ds
that afternoon.

“Golng into that game,. all ma
press was about Allen Park's

back (John Jaskowskl), and I was a
nothing back. Nobody had ever
heard of me,” Yaverski sald, ..

“1 weant in there and did my thlu.
1.did all the right uungs. and it m
one of my best games.”

YAVERSKI, WHO also ph}!d
basketball his freshman and sopbio-
more years In addition to four yegrs
of football and track, was a key+o
Rarrison winning its first Westeen
Lakes Activities Assoclation trapk
championship last spring, o

He won the 200 dash with:)
record-tying time of 325, was séc-
ondlnmelonlpﬁntlndlnchond
Hawk victorles in the 800 and 1,809
relays.

“That was the biggest thing
Iuppeulnmytnckm.vln\h .

the league,” :d sald. “That

something we

since we were {; .
“We had been touted"as the best

{reshman track class when

to Harrison, and It wasa w

for the m

Yaverski, wi
wma as4 mdepolnt




