Blanchard: no retaliation for tuition hikes

By Tim Richard
slaff wrlter

-Gov. James Blanchard will {ry to
“deprogram” unlversity trustees
who pass double-digit tuitlon hikes
rather than retaltate against them
politically.

11 be meeting with the boards of
a) 15 universities tomorrow (Tues-
day) uvcnlng to talk, not just about
this ycnrs tultlon costs but the fu.
ture,” Blanchard sald Monday. He
was In Redford Townshlp to promote
the Michigan Education Trust in-
vestment plan.

~Asked 1f he would reappoint two
Qakland University trustees who
voled last weck for a second round
of tuitlon hikes totalling 19.3 percent
In one year, Blanchard replied:

“I'm not going to get speciflc on
people. T don't even know who you're
talking about. I don’t even want to be
unlverslty-specific,” he salid.

OU TRUSTEES split 4-1 as they
passed the secand increase.

‘Two who voled yes were David
Handleman of Bloom(leld Hills and
Howard F. Slms of Detroit. Thelr
terms expire Aug. 11.

Tom Scott, the governor’s press
secretary, dldn't know the status of
their reappointments.

The Unlversity of Michigan Board
of Regents last month passed a 12
percent tuition hike on a §-3 vote.

Regent Nellie M. Varner, D-De-
troit, who faces renomination at the
Democratic State Conventlon Aug.
28, voted yes along with four other
Democrats,

Regent Deane Baker, R-Ann Ar-
ber, who faces the GOP State Con.
vention Sept. 10, was jolned by two
other Republicans in voting no

percent 10 9.9 percent.

“That’s an encouraging slgn,”* the
governor said.

“Just because they have the power
to ralse tuition without anybody
stopplng them, it doesn't mean they
ought to do that. It's the kind of pow-
er that ought to be used judiciously. I
ml'dlk they'll be very responsive,” he
sald.

STATE TREASURER Robert
Bowman, architect of the MET plan,
said [t's based on tuitions rlsing 9
percent thls year and 7.5 percent

Blanchard's ap-
pears to rule out opposing Varneu
renomination.

BLANCHARD LAST week was
more combative when he sald some
college trustees have been ‘misled
or so indoctrinated that were xolng
to have them deprogr: " Also
last week, he noted that he had ap-
pointed some trustees voting for
those increases.

But Monday Blanchard was
pleased fact that Michigan State
University hiked tultion 9.8 percent
after President John DiBiagglo rec-
ommended 12 percent, and a Grand
Vnﬂcy}somml((ee retreated from 14

OU tuition hike
‘lowest possible’

It Gov. Blanchard Intends to
“deprogram™ unlversity trustees, at
least one president wants to educate
the state officlals,

current year's final appropriation
after an executive cut.

But [t's only I percent higher than
the amount voted by the chlslature
last year, Ci

QU President Joseph Ch
is confident the chlslnulre is {Inally
aware that OU raised tuition 19 per-
cdnt In one year-because it is under-
funded by the state.

“It was absolutely the lowest pos-
sible amount,” Champagne said,

““On the floor of the Senate, they
requlred the Department of Manage-
ment and Budget (DMB) to work
with the Institutlons to achieve more
m,ultab!u funding.
“We're very, very encouraged.

+'T KNOW Shelby Solomon (budget
directar) told aur John DeCatlo they
will look at it so we don’t sec these
cpormous differnces (between unl-
versitles)” ¢

"We received a mailgram from
tije governor. It Just &aid he was con-
cerncd sbout the tultlon increases
being so large, and cach Instilution
shnuld call DMB so they can work
with us.

“There was no offlcial call for a
rollback.” Champagne sald.

It's an “absolute fact,” he sald,
that OU's state appropriatlon Is $300
to $400 per student lawcr Lhnn the

In figuring lnnnuon, hn said, col-
leges use the higher education prlce
index (HEPI) rather than the con-
sumper price index (CPI). He sald
HEPI runs higher than the CPI be-
cause “colleges have a different
market base.” Colleges are labor in-
tensive; a high proportion of their
costs is health insurance; and they
must acquire expenslve computer

for their

Blnncl\lrd sald the 60 percent in-
crease in state aid to unlversities
was triple the 19 percent Inrease In
the CPI.
Moreover, the state boosted schol-
arship aid, construction money and
research undlng. the governor sald.

OU TRUSTEES last week ap-
proved an B8.69 percent tultion in-
crease effective the first of Septem-

ber.

In March the QU board voted an
Increase just below the 10 percent
mark effectlve the spring and sum-
mer semesters.

Combined, the year-to-year in.
erease s 19.3 percent, sald OU

Big Three — U
Michigan State and Wnyne State —
and several hundred below most of
tbe others,

'OU'S STATE aid for the flscal
yenr beginning Oct. 1 will be $32.3
nilll!an — 3 percent more than the

Jlm Liewellyn,
“ A Michigan resident freshman,
with a full load of 31 credils a year,
will pay $2,107.50, he sald.

Without it, Champagne sald, QU
would elther run a $1.6 million defi-
it or be forced to cut high technolo-
gY programs,

How to enroll in MET

ZParents may not be able to plunk
dqwn §6,756 for thelr newborn
baby's college education, but many
grnndparunu and companies can,

2That’s why Gov. James J. Blane-
hard was in Redford Township this
wgek — to pralse the McDonald's
Operators Assoctation and accept its
check.

TThe fast food franchlse holders
wiil draw the name of one employ-
ce’s child to reccive what is, in ef-
foct, a pre-pald four-ycar scholar.
sHip to one of Michigan's 15 publle
u@versities or 29 community col-

1

%‘Thls is access to education for
pdbple from average families,”
Bpnchard said. “Educatlon is an In-
vestment in a talented and skilled
wnrl(lnrcu

'PAI\FNTS grandparents and oth-
M! interested in paying for the cole

lege education of a child still in di-
apers have until Friday to enroll in
the Michigan Education Trust.

A contract for an older child’s edu-
cation will cost more than one for &
newborn, since the money won't
have as Jong to grow.

This table shows the estimated
costs depending on how many years
of school they buy and the age of the
child at earollment. It does not re-
flect .the $60 processing fee to be
added to cost of every contract.

Appuullnns for MET are lvlll-

t Treasury and Secretary of
sme omm. Meljer stores, public u-
braries, savings and loan, and other
financial Institutions. Everyone who
applies by Friday will be accepted.
lMter Friday, reglstration may be

The Mlchlgan Education Trust
lelephone hotline s 1-800-MET-4-
KID,

cage years of pre-paid tuition
< TOW (4 2Yrs 3Yra 4Yrs
o 51,689 $3,378 $5.067 $6.756
é 1 $1,710 $3,420 $5,130 $6,840
2 $1,740 $3,480 $5,220 $6.960
L3 $1.762 $9,524 $5,286 $7.048
i4 $1.795 $3,590 $5,385 $7.180
ts $1.822 $3,644 $5,466 $7.288
e $1.675 $3,750 $5,625 $7,500
i $1,923 $3,846 $5.769 $7.692
e $1,976 $3,952 $5,928 $7.904
Zo $2,017 $4,034 $6,051 $6,088
§ 10 $2,055 $4,310 $6,165 $8,220
E $2108 - $4218  $6324  $6.432
21 $2,160 $4,320 $6480 , $3,640
13 $2,204 $4,408 $6,612 $3,818
e $2254  $4508  .$8762  $9,018
st €288 ‘e4578 $6,084 $9,152

MET will work because invested
funds would earn more: 9.4 percent
“conservatively,” Bowman sald,

Blanchard sald, “It's when they're
at 20 (percent tultion jncreasc) and
they find some lame excuse, it con-
cerns me.”

But parents, grandparents and
companies Investing $6,756 to guar-
antee & newbarn child's college tui-
llm; In 18 years shouldn't worry, he

The state “absolutely” would
make up any difference from the
general fund, Blanchard sald.
“That's why we have to make sure
this s managed properly.

“This Is a tuition guarantee. Itis a
contract. Under the constitutlon and
laws, once we sign it and the people
pay their money, we cannot break
that contract.”

But Blanchard and Bowman sald
that dipping Into the general fund is
highly unlikely. Reasons: The fund
would audlted annually, enroll-
ment would be limited al the begin-
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Kathteen O'Reilly, 3, hand-delivered to Gov.
James J, Blanchnrd her application for the

Trust whan he visited a

ning, and price would

1, McD:

s in 1 T p dsy. Her

be made for fulure

{EREARANCE REFUND POLICY
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mother, Leslie (left), brought her from East.
Lansing to sign up for a college tuition guaran-"
tee.
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