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Check energy-saving
features in the home
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When buying a home, whether it's
a new construction or a resale, find

tlon about energy efficlent features

can help you ask the right
and understand the answers you get.

out what energy-saving features it Reviewing some basic
?:.! ;:d ;vrit.e{men; do:n‘,s;peéulélag information about
e benefits of each, advi e Bir- -
mingham-Bloomileld Board of Real.  €7167GY efficient :
tors. One way to start is to check  features can help you )
wlth your local utility representative  ggk the right questions :
and, if it’s a new home, the builder, and understand the
Reviewing some basic loforma-  gngwers you get. :
:
:

The abllity of a materlal to slow
down or resist the transfer of heat Is
measured as its “R-value.” Insula.
tion Is installed in floors, ceilings
and walls. Fiberglass (blown or
poured; in batting or blanket form),
rock wool, cellulose and plastic foam
are the materials most often used,
The higher thelr R-value, the more
resistance they bave to heat trans-
fer, making the home more energy
efficlent.

Normally, you can't see insulation,
but yeu can do your homework by
talking to the bullder to find out if
the home has good insulation. Find
out if the attlc has adequate insula-
tion, Since heat rises, a well insulat.
ed attic could be 2 blg money saver
during the winter months.

.,  TAKE A GOOD LOOK at the
doors, windows and other openings
to see whether they are secaled,
caulked or weather-stripped. Some
weather-tight homes have polyethy-
lene vapor retarder on the heated
sides of walls, cellings and floors.
Such features protect the home from

table drafts and
making the heating/cooling system
more elticient In any seasan.

Check the material of the doors--
particularly at entrances to the
house. Heat can escape when they
are closed, not only around the edges
but also through the door tseif. The
best doors for insulation are con-
structed of two strong metal sheets
on the outside bonded around a core
of urethane foam. Some doors are
equipped wlith gaskets like a refrig-
erator door, When they are closed,
the gasket seals against outslde air.

Glass, which conducts heat rapld-
1y, Is responsible for a great deal of
heat transfer, Some houses have dou-
ble- or triple-paned windows with
wood frames or “thermal breaks” in
the frames to prevent the heat loss
that occurs with aluminum frames.
Low-E windows are double-paned
windows with special coating that
reflect warmth back into the home.
Or, conversely, low-E windows will
reflect away from the home, reduc-
ing afr condltioning costs,

IF A HOME HAS a central heat-
ing/cooling system, outslde ducts
that are sealed and wrapped with In-
sulation will greatiy contribute to its
efficiency. Zonal heating Is a great
energy saver, Each room is equipped
with its own wall or baseboard heat.
er so that rooms may be heated indi-
vidually, according to the occupants’
needs. Another highly efflelent sys-
tem s the electric heat pump. Oper-
ating on the same principle as a re-
frigerator, heat pumps extract and
pump warm atr into the home during
winter and reverse the process In
summer.

Abaut 19 percent of a home's total
energy consumption gocs to heating
water, Energy-efficlent water heat-
ers are well insulated and near us-
age arcas. Even greater savings are
reallzed with heat-pump water heat-
ers or solar water-heating systems.

Check any appliances being sold
with a home. Most of the large ones
have energy-efficient ratings,
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Ideas galore

Visitors at Homearama-Summer, now
under way in West Bloomfield, can get
ideas on two fronts — inside and outside
of the 18 homes now open daily for view-
ing Jn Autumn Ridge subdivision, Orc-
hard Lake at Walnut Lake Road. Above,
the interior design of the living room of
4,000-square-foot French colonial Wind-
sor model, by Rembrandt Construction.
At the right, wrapped bamboo wall unite
from the Interlude Group of American
Drew at Charles Furniture In Royal Oak
complement the living-dining room area
of the contemporary 3,400-square-foot
Michael Anthony. Furniture in most of
the homes wil! be for sale on Aug. 28, the
closing day of the Homearama.
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Understated elegance sbounds in this rocently compiated
FARMINGTON HILLS homel Profossionally deccrated and

{andscaped, Jocuzzi (n mastor sui

largo dock. $284,900 851-8100 6-B-1228

Sut

Ranch Is absolutaly bsauliful with open courtyards, great
2'4 batha, patio, dack and
FARMINGTON HILLS subdivision.

room with fireptace, 4 bodroom:
3 car garage. Quiat
$178,900 626-9100 2-|

'8,

Immaculate and open fioor plan acds 10 this FARMINGTON
HILLS Ranch with couniry kitchen, family room with

beamed calling, full firepiace, 3

te, sprinkler system and

7.8-0721

et
Sharp 4 badroom Colonlal In FARMINGTON HILLS 1s situ-
ated on treed lot and offers library, family room,

18t fiooe laundry, central alr, screoned potch
$162,900 826-9100 2-8-1197

bedrooms, 2 baths, 18t

room, central alr, deck and 2 car

foor laundry
$134,900 851-8100 6-B-1282

Beautifid FARMINGTON HILLS Two Story has many unique  FARMINGTON HILLS. Sensational Aanch features
fastures Including ceramic
rooms, 2'% baths, formal dining, family room with
and professional

FARMINGTON HILLS Ranch s sharp with tamily room,
mal dining, studia natural

Merrill Lynch Realty
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foyer, wood windows, 4 bed- entry, lesded glass doors, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, famity
firaplace room, formal dining, 2 firepiaces, patio plus Inground pool
landscaping. $249,000 478.5000 with cabana and dressing arca, Lovely landscaping.

$204,800 851-8100 6-8.1091

alr, patio and deck, N

Prestigious Rotling Oaks locatlon sdds 1o this statoly Colo-
nlal with quality throughout, 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, formal
dining, famity room with ficeptace, 1st floor laundry, centrat
lewly landscaped and tastetutly doco-
ratod. $189,800 626-9100 2.8-1381 i

Move right 1n10 this FARMINGTON HILLS Tudor style Colo-

firepiace, nial situated on beautiful lotl Four bedrooms, 2% baths,

and deck, hardwood cathedral celiings, famlly room

with Areplace, formal cining, kitchen with buitt-ins, central

;.l_re-u:% 3 doorwails to large deck. $157.500 826-9100
1401

and
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Cans Laks Frontl End unit Condo In WATERFORD TWBP,
Offers ceramic the foyer, neutral carpet, 2 bedrooms, 2

baths, formal Oreat room, ficeplace, central sir, ol

privieges plus dock

3 bedroome, 114

faciity. 2-B-1308

Cass Lake Front - Fabulous views of h

ool trom this penthouse Condo. Cathedral
living room and master bedroom, Ceramkc Ule foyer and
kltchen. 3rd badroom o den off foyer, upgrades, central alr
and extra mn_ablm, Underground parking. Gorgeous unlt,

FARMINGTON HILLS Contemporary s
offers oame , 4 bedrooms,
deck baths, porch and piivate deck, $120,000 626-9100

lake, beach, JoCks
cellings In

situated on treed

room 2%
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