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police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® MAN CHARGED

A 22-year-old Detroit man faces
up to 20 years In prison If convicted
of possessing crack cecaine wlth fn-
tent to deliver it.

Arraigned Wednesday before Dls-
trict Judge Margaret Schaeffer of
Farmington, the man stood mute to
one count of possessing a controlled
substance with Intent to deliver and
one count of possessing a stolen car.
An Innocent plea was entered in his
behalf,

Bond was sct at $10,000 pending a
preliminary exam in 47th District
Court.

Ernest Anthony Wagner was ar-
rested at 1:20 a.m. Aug. 3 near Eight
Mile and Orchard Lake Road after
officer Al Soderlund noticed that he
was drlving susplciously and that the
Law Enforcement Information Net-
work indicated the car was stolen.
Nearly 60 packets of crack cocaine
were found inside the car, according
to a Farmington Hills police report.

@ SEXUAL ASSAULT

A 16-year-old Farmington Hilis
girl on a work break was forced into
a van and sexually assaulted in the
parking lot at Park Place Plaza on
Orchard Lake Road Aug. 3.

. According to Farmington Hills po-
lice Lt. Gordon Ross, the girl, who
worked at the plaza, was on the side-
walk when she noticed a man stand-
ing next to a van parked near a curb
at2pm.

The man, thought to be in his 20s,
asked her for a cigarette. When she
gave him one, he asked her for a
light. When she said she didn't have
one, he reached inside the van and
hnnded her a lighter.

3’ As she was returning It, he grnb-
bed her arm and forced her nto the
van. After a brief conversation, she
trled to get out. But he held her to
the floor and sexually assaulted her.
As she screamed and struggled,
she managed to get loose, climb out
the door and run from the van. She
was not raped nor serlously hurt,
Ros: said.

© ROOFER HURT

<A roofer at a condominium com-
plex under development In Farming-
tan Hills was shocked by an over-
head utility line and fell to the
ground Wednesday morning.

«Richard annvllle of Hawcll was
working on the roof of a bullding at
Asghiord Hollow, on Middlebelt, north
of 12 Mile, at 8 a.m. when he accl-
dentally came in contact with the

power line, according to a Farming-
ton Hills Fire Department report.

Pomaville was listed iIn stable
condition Friday at Botsford Gener-
al Hospltal, Farmington Hills,

® KNIFE BRANDISHED

A 27-year-old Farmington Hills
man westbound on Nine Mlle Aug. 3
reported that he was threatened by
another motorist who approached
his car and brandished a knife.

According to a Farmington Hills
police report, the Hills man and a
passenger saw the motorist in front
of them make gestures toward them
through a rear view mirror at 1:45

.m.
P At a red light at Middlebelt, the
Hills man was approached on the
driver's side and ordered out of the
car at knifepoint, When he refused to
comply, the kolfe-wlelding man
stabbed his front tire twlce, then
drove away.

A lawnmower valued at $2,800

was reported stelen from Echo Val-
ley Condos Aug. 3.

Camura equipment valued at $800
stolen from Shana

rted
Corp N 3|0!4 Eight Mile, Aug. 4.

A 1985 Chevrolet Camaro valued

at $9,000 was reported stolen from a
construction site at Grand River and
Drake Aug. 4,

A 1988 Porsche valued at $40,000

was reported stolen from Bill Cook
Buick, 37911 Grand River, Aug. 4.

A 1987 Pontiac Trans Am valued

at $18,000 was reported stolen from
Inverary Condos Aug. 5.

® TICKETS ISSUED

Three Novi teens and & store em.

ployee were ticketed Aug. 3 after the
employce sold beer to the minors,
according to a Farmington Depart.
ment of Publle Safety report.

A complaint In connection with

the incident will be filed with the

state Liquor Contro! Commission, of-

@® COCAINE DELIVERY

An 18-year-old Detrolt man was
arrested Aug. 2 after a small amount
of cocalne was sold in the parking lot
of a Farmington gas statlon where
he worked, offlcers said.

According to a Farmington De-
partment of Public Safety report,
seven grams of cocalne were dellv-
ered in the transaction,

‘The Detrolt man was arraigned
Wednesday on charges of delivering
less than 25 grams of cocaine, An fn-
nocent plea was entered In his
half.

Judge Margaret Schaeffer of
Farmington set bond at $2,500 pend-
Ing a prelimlnary exam in 47th Dis.
trict Court Aug. 12.

® KITCHEN FIRE

Damage was estimated at $5,600
when & slove heatlng element left on
caught a butcher block cover on fire
in a 2-story house on the 23200 block
of Livingston Clrele Aug. 3.

No one was home at the time of
the 4:30 p.m. fire.

The heating clement may have
been left on after the loss of power
In the area the night before; power
was restored the day of the flre, ac-

ficers said,

The three males, one 17 and two

18, said the female clerk at the Sav-
Ings Spot, 31822 Grand River, did not
ask for identification; the employce
said she did ask, offlcers said,

@ DAMAGE REPORTED

Damage was estimated at $150

during an attempted burglary at a
house on Colgate Aug. 2.
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cording to a Farmington Hills Fire
Department report.

® THEFTS REPORTED

A bleyele valued at $60 was re-
ported stolen from a house on Lark-
spur Aug. 1.

A mountain blke valued at $500
was reported stolen from a garage
on Old Timber Aug. 1-2,

A 1985 Oldsmobile 88 valued at
$18,000 was reported stolen from
Drakeshlre Lanes, 35000 Grand Rlv-
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Hills eyes tax credit boost

By Joanne Maliszewski
statt wrlter

property values and assessments.”*

‘The Farmington Hills City Councll
Is expecled to ask the state Leglsla-

ture to Increase the Homestead Tax
Credit,

A resolullon asking the Legisla-
ture to conslder increasing the maxi-
mum $1,200 tax credit for taxpay-
crs, particularly senlor adults, will
be consldered this month, Council-
man Aldo Vagnozzl drafted the reso-
lution.

Actlon was postponed at the re-
quest of councliman Ben Marks, who
wanted more time to conslder the
resolution. .

Vagnozzl's resolution followed the
presentation of a report by city as-
sessor Dean Babb on the property
tax assessment system and how to
make it more equitable. Vagnozzi
sought the report following the coun-
cil's annual budget adoption June 13,

The Issue of property tax assess-
ments surfaced at the city council's
budget public hearing June 6. Senlor
citizens and residents who bought
homes before the age of (nflated

INC THE lax credit ia
one of the specific ltems suggested
for improvement in Babb's report to
the council.

“This celling has pever been in-
creased throughout the history of the
program. Most hard hit by this are
senlor citizens whose fixed Incomes
are such that the §$1,200 is not
enough to offset the property tax
bill, The ceiling should be increased
and Indexed to keep pace with rising
taxes," Babb sald in his report.

“'For the average person out there,
the $1,200 is sufficlent because it
doesn’t maximize,” Babb sald. “It's
the senior citizen who's got the prob-
lem.”

THE 1973 Homestead Properiy
Tax Rellef provides a way for tax-
payers to link property tax to house-
hold income as a means of making
the tax system fairer,

Known as the clreuit breaker, It s
a device through which taxpayers
can receive credit for an amount of
thelr property tax thut umd: a

prices told the councll that
moblle young couples able to pay top
dollar for homes were making it dif-
ficult for them to keep pace, particy-
lnrly wllh property assessments and
tax bllis.

Vngnoz.z['x resolution asks that the
Leglslature [ncrease the maximum
amount of the state property tax re-

bate “to a Hgure that i3 based on the
Increases that have taken place in

(&5 BERGSTROM'S

PLUMBING+ HEATING » COOLING
25429 W, FIVE MILE
532-2160 OR 522-1350

CALL FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

@
HEATING AND COOLING
We aron't comlortatlo untll you are.
)

THE ROUND ONE* PLUS,

+ Cuts Coling Conts -
S.EE.R. rallngs of 9 or
bighar avaltabla in all

slzos.
+ Added Englneering
Faniuros - snhance
- refiabilty,
36EHIOLO1B * Top Quallty Thquhom

INSTALLED AND RUNNING

s425(00*

*INCLUDING *200
REBATE

certain p d lo-
come {or the yur Senlur adults, €5
and older, are among those eliglble
for the credit.

Under the homestead act, senior
cltizens can be granted a credit
when property taxes exceed 3.5 per-
cent (it household income exceeds

$6,001) of thelr household income,
with & maximum rebate of $1,200.
For example, the senlor citizen
with a ho 1d income of $10,000
and a $100,000 house assessed at
815 000, would have an average tax
Farmington Hills of $2,300.
Even with the $1,200 rebate, the sen-
lor citizen must still pay $1,100 in
property taxes.

VAGNOZZI'S RESOLUTION also
asks the Legislature to consider leg-
islation providing for “front-load-
ing,” or deducting the anticipated
property tax rcbm: when summer
tax bilis are ssued,

‘Though the city offers a tax defer-
ral program, “I'm afrald some peo-
ple are belng missed in this process,”
Vagnozzl sald,

Councllman Joe Alkateeb suggest-
ed sending the resolution as a letter

use of concern about the lack of
hard facts and dollar figures for a
maximum rebate, Some councll
members wanted to know how much
it would cost the state if an in-
creased rebate was given,

But with other council members’
help, Vagnozzi stuck to hla intention
that the request remain in resolution
form.

“They'll pay a lot more attention
to a resolution coming out of your
elected officials,” councliwoman
Jean Fox rald,
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