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For much of tire night Aug. 2. Beverly
ent Michael
k for the Re-
ate Tlouse dis-

SHE PROVED every vote really does count,

Hills Village Council pre
Bouchard held the inside
publican nomination in the 69tl. st
trict.
But as midnight
i hi

neaved. it became clearer
ty il Jan Dolan
e won by 374 votes in a race
15,000 voters,

would perseve;
that drew more

“1 feel like expeetant mother who was
overdue o wed e community activist and
former mayor 10ld sipporters early Aug. 3 in her

OSE Thursday, August 11, 1980

On the stump

.Claésy Jan Dolan. persevered

Dolan, 59, provided a stunning
look at how class and grit can
earn pr votes, no matt,
how tough the obstacles.

missioner Paul Welday, resorted to attacking
Dolan when he mailed a newsletter branding her
“'a proven tax raiser” and “a liberal Democral in

. downtown Farminglon campaig ters,
““Now it's over and 1'm relieved.”

. Dolan, 39, provided a stunning look at how
.class and grit can earn precious votes, no matter
how tough the obstacies,

She's too old and she lacks stamina, said some.

- Her heaith won't hold up in the n of Lansing
potitics. said others. The House is 4 man’s place,
said still others.

HER SKEPTICS seemed to averlook the polit-

ical savvy and popularity of this caring, decent

woman. iter low-key styte belied her hounce and

" vigor — and her will to campaign against three
ambitious nen about half her age.

Pre-primary  polls put her second behind
Bouchiard, a classy guy himself who stumped in
textbook fashion in search of votes in Delan's
-heartland and whe offered strong elective, civie
and public service credentials, He would have
“carried the GOP banner with style and substance
“into Noveniber,

Post-primary campaign expense statements
aren’t yet due, but it's likely Dolan was no mateh
at fund raising for young Mike Sarafa, who
_received 1,500 votes in a slickly run first bid for
public office,

Unmistakably, Bouchard and Sarafa ran clean,
“upbeat campatigns. Both were honorable,

BUT THE day before election day, the other
-GOP hopeflul, Farmington Hills planning com-

Day care

T IS TRITE today to say vou are in favor of
day care reformn. Exvervhody, it s J
. agnizes the need for quality day eare. And
unlike the weather, some people seem

ready to do something abont it. But in the rus
endear theinselves 1o working women,
should forsake the rhetorie and dexs

eds. Otherwise the costs, both sovial and finan
cial. could be harmtul for vears to come
Both presulential candidates are ready 10 open

the naton’s packetbuoks tor day care. George
Bush has unveiled i plan hased on a $1,000 tax

eredits for Jowancome mothers that will cost
$2.2 billion. Michael DuKakis already voiced
support jor the so.ci 4 ion, priced
- at $2.5 billiogte supply quality day care through
grants to states and docal governments, Ev Dirk-

son was right. These billions do add up.
Before getling submerged in the deh
wise Lo consider two ¢ al distinetion

@ Point One. There is hetween
.affordable day care and quality day care. Quality
“day he prime con for working cou-

ples with decent incomes. These pueople can fit
“the cost of day care into their budgets, so their
main concern is that the day care environment
“be not only safe, but also loving and educational.
:This, of course, is also a concern of lower-in-

‘come families and especially of single parents,
‘usually mothers. But these people alse have to
\face the problem of affordable day care in a
:istate where the average cost for day care is
‘Yabout $3,000 a year and where $5,000-a-ycar ex-

‘Ipenses are not unusual.

:% @ Polnl Two. The day care question is often
‘defined as a woman's problem. As long as this is
‘Ithe case, a truly fair and workable solution may
ibe out of reach. Day care should be no more a
‘woman’s issue lhan health care or retirement
nefits. But the fact remains that many people
re quite comfortable with the idea of child care
alling solely to mothers. Thus, when George
ush talks about his tax credit, it is to appease
ose who feel mothers should have the right to
tay at home. He says nothing about fathers
-{staying at home.

‘3 Look at one example to see how these distine-
itlons come Into play. Some people argue that
.igovernment funding for day care centers
+|; irewards working mothers and penalizes families
: swhere the mother chooses to stay at home. These
: iheople make a good polnt for the wrong reasons.

N » These people beg the question because they re.

P clothing.”

The newsletter was timed teo prevent a rebut-
tal from Dolan, But once they got wind of it three
days before the primary, her campaign staff
managed to counter the charges in a flyer they
distributed.

We can't help but think the newsletter hurt
more than helped Welday, who finished third be-
hind Dolan and Bouchard. A veleran worker in
many conservative GOP campalgns, Welday —
very accessible and outspoken — elther got bad
advice or showed bad judgment in his desperate
lunge for votes.

Jan Delan also overcame the rather unusual
challenge of Democratic primary winner John
Dolan offering a similar name, He definitely si-
phoned some voles from her because some elder-
Iy voters admitted they confused his name with
hers,

As we wrote in endorsing her, Jan Dolan
doesn’t buckle to demands of the moment. She
examines each issue on its merit. She has no hid-
den agenda and is tough enough to fend off lob-
byists,

We look forward te a vigorous, “nol taking
anything for granted” campaign from Jan Dolan
this fall against John Dolan. Scrappy, she'll leave
no stone unturned on the campaign trail, partlc-
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RIGHTEOUS SHOOTING
HINK HE'S GONNA STAY DOWN.”

Recall is improper tool
when applied unjustly

THE THREAT (o recall at least
two Farmington Hills Clty Council
members supposedly kowiowing to
developers Is misguided at best and
divisive at worst,

The recail tool was never Intended
to oust council members for doing
what they were elected to do — use
their judgment and leglstate,

To threaten recall serves to
prompt councll members Lo vote out
of fear, not conviction. They could
end up spending more tlme trying to
declde what's most popular than
what's most responsible,

Appearing before the council Mon-
day, Janet Hulbert, on behalf of a
group of homeowners In the Nine
Mile-Middlebelt area, threatencd re-
call on the grounds that “the prac-
tice of land use planning” in Farm-
ington Hills “Is not responsive to the
needs of the residents and 1o the wise

of the at

ularly in Southfield Township, which includes her
rival’s hometown of Bingham Farms.

That's just the kind of person she is.

We think voters will see — as we do — that, In
this case, a woman'’s place really is in the House,

Reform must target real need

The day care question is often
defined as a woman's problem.
As long as this is the case, a truly
fair and workable solution may be
out of reach.

legate child care exclusively to the mother, Eg-
ter Point Two. I the world changed tomorrow
amd half the fathers were given child care duties,
businesses would subsidize day care avernight.
Or %ok at it this way: How many men would
seriously consider George Bush's offer to quit
wark in exchange for 2 $1,000 tax credit? The
day care debate must gel off its sexist center
betore meaningful reform is likely.

That said, it must also be emphasized that
working couples with reasonable incomes should
absorb day care costs themselves. Their interest
lies maore in ience, flexible scheduling and,
of course, quality, Enter Point One. When dis-
cussing the cost of day care, the issue should be
less one of family and more onc of Income. Em-
phasis on subsidies must go (o low-| famt-
lies and single parents, It is difficull 1o improve
yoursell financially if the entry level job barely
pays for the day care.

This is just the starting point for what nceds to
be a national debate and a nationa! plan of action
for day care. Government must ensure safe and
nurturing environments in day care centers,
Businesses must do what they can {o help their
employees with day care, especially by providing
on-site day care such as is the case with Botsford
Hospital in Farmington Hills,

Meeling the day care demand is necessary for
both the care of our children and the efficient
f of our busl Right
now, more than half the state’s children under 12
have mothers who work, Failing to provide ap-
propriate care for those children has chilling so-
cial implications. And mothers who stay home
because they cannot find affordable or depend.
able day care represent a double financial loss:
first, the economy loses the benelit of their tal.
ents; second, the lowered family income de-
creases the purchases made in that household.

‘The message should be clear to businesses and
to politicians: More than lip service is needed to
meet the day care crisis. B

large.”

“The elty government,” she added,
“is responsive to the ‘growth at any
price mentality,'

SHE CHARGED that cauncilmen
Ben Marks and Joe Alkatecb have
undue sway over the planning com-
misslon because during thelr terms
as mayor, they recommended ap-

Bob
Sklar

pointment of four of the nlne com-
missioners,

She charged that the two have fa.
vored developers over residents, im-
plying they “do not have the best in-
terests of the communlty at heart."

And she charged that Marks drew
special treatment in arranging late
payment of a sewer tap-in fee for his
office bullding.

“We envision a counclt devold of
eronyism, conllict of [nterest, capri-
clous enforcement and special treat-
ment,” she sald.

Calling America “a land of laws,”
Alkateeb sald: "Whether it's a devel-
oper or a homeowner, 1 work very
hard to apply our ordi fairly

please, under the law," hie added,

Marks didn’t mask his profession
when he ran for the city councll in
1985. He often has taken hard-line
stands to assure developers don't run
roughshod,

Penalty interest Is accruing on the
$17,000 tap-in fee he owes. About to
close on a mortgage for his building,
Marks says he'll clear the 1%-year-
old debt within 30 days.

I don't consider the late-payment
arrangement a coverup. But Marks
should realize he's under scrutiny to
keep his business deallngs with the
city squeaky clean. Wary of that,
city manager Willtam Costick right-
ly says if the debt is outstanding
Dec. 1, It should go on Marks' prop-
crty tax blll.

NEITHER MARKS nor Alkatech
has lied or committed an unlawtul,
corrupt or immoral act. Both truly
care about their city.,

Speelal recall elections leave
slow-healing sores on the community
psyche. And they seldom achieve the
deslred result.

Make it your business to pass

on clty leadership at the

and justly.
“You have the right to your prop-
erly, to do with it whatever you

every-other-year councll elections.
Don't waste taxpayer money on a
baseless recall drive.
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Farmington readers’ forum

Letiers must be signed, original copies
ber of the wirriter. None can be returned. N
for sulticient reason. Letters should be

reserve the right 1o edit them. Send letiers

33203 Grand River Ave., Farminglon 48024,

and include the address and telephone num-
lames will be wilhheld from publication only
limited to 300 words in mosi cases. We
to Readers' Forum, Farmingtan Observer,

Help carriers
overcome heat

To the cditor:

This heat must be very hard on
our mall carriers. We could lighten
their loads by offering a cool drink,
cven water,

A note on your mailbox, “Please
ring bell if you would like a cool
drink," or “Pleasc sit on my steps if
you need a second wind,” would cer-
talnly be appreciated.

I'm thankful that T don't have to
work outstde, summer or winter, 1
feel for those who do, to serve us so

Anna Dillgn,
Farmiogton Hills

Bouchard
looks back

To the edltor:

Reeently our district went through
a very tough primary electlon, As
you all know, the votes were cast on
Aug. 2, However, the story does not
end untll all involved have been
properly thanked.

First, T would like to congratulate
Jan Dolan on her victory and wish
her the best in the future,

Second, I wish (o proclatm my tre-
men(:oushnpgrlcchulen {0 all of the

ple who helped in my campaign.

fee) as if I have let yzu duwp: g
cause you surely have not ever let
me down. The words “thank you” do
Dot even begin to express how I fecl,
1am honored to have you as friends.

Third, T would llke to thank the

Steve Barnaby managing editor
Dick Isham general manager

Fred Wright

Rich Pertberg assistant managing edilor

Richard Brady director of adverlising
diractor ol circulation

voters. I wlll be (rue to the trust you
paced In me.

Last but definitely not least, I
want to thank all of you who opened
your homes and your hearts to me as
1 campaigned throughout the dis-
trict, People who were strangers
just a short time ago are now frlends
and that is very speclal. I am in your
debt for the Kindness you have

shown, Michael Bouchard,

Political signs
are important

To the edltor:

The recent primary election cam.
paign sparked an increased Interest
by cltizens as revealed by the large
number of campaign signs appear-
ln% 'in’ our city.

69th slate MHouse district

Cats should
be tethered

To the edltor:

1 am writing this because I am a
lover of all animals, large and small.

It seems our city does not have an
ordinance regarding the tethering of
cats, Cats are free to roam on my
property at their lelsure — killing
birds, chipmunks, ctc. — at their
pleasure. Why am I, a property
owner and a taxpayer, forced to ac-
cept this trespassing?

During this drought, I put out wa.
ter, along with feed, for the birds, I
was rewarded with a spectacular
view of a Baltimare oriole and a
scarlet tanager; chipmunks, rabbits,
ele, Yet every day, I package the re-
mains of once beautiful anlmals,
And what about the rights of fami.
lies with children and sandboxes?
Another cat privilege?

‘There Is no law to protect private
property from these trespassers.
Why? Please pass an ordinance for
,tlhe tethering of cats. Other citles

ave. . Vivian Jurosek,
Farmington Hills
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Suburban Communications Corp,
Phitip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginlan presiden|

ly, some
citizens decided to steal, deface or
destroy lawn signs appearing on my
lawn and In other arcas around the
city. They falled to understand the
imp: of political
Ing, supporting of political candi- !
dates and votlng In our democratie |
society.

The right to support candldates of .
our cholce and to vote in free clec-
tlons is the greatest blessing of our
freedoms. It is a right that is ex- .
ercised by preclous few in the world
and it is a right that can easily be
restricted if all citizens fall to en-
ipate.in its ex-

pressed by the city zoning depart-
ment for “illegal” signs sends the
wrong message to the community
and falls to recognize the constitu.
tional protectlon afforded the signs

and our right to display them,
Hopefully, the candidates and
their committees will be responsible
enough to remove thelr signs shortly
after the electlon. If they do not, the
cost of removal by city employees or
private cltizens is a small price to
pay. Many others have pald a much
higher price in support and defense
of democracy, David L. Baros,
Farmiagton Hilty




