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points of view

Big tuition hikes threaten college trust pian

IF 1 KNOW Jim Blanchard, the
governor was steaming when he
learned about the 10 percent to 19
percent tultion Increases some Mich-
tgan universities wlll impose in fall,

And [f 1 know Bob Bowman, the
state treasurer was Hvld.

It’s more than the mere size of the
increases that students will pay for
higher educatlon this Labor Day.
The Michigan Education Trust —
Blanchard-Bowman's pride and Joy
~— Isat risk.

THIS PREPAID tuition program,
which opened enroliment last week,
Is based on Lwo statlstleal assump-

tions:

® The MET fund, Invested in
stocks, bonds and annultles, wil
eagh @ percent or more, compounded

between now and when your young
one starts college.

# Tuitlons will rise 9 percent this
year and an average of 71z percent
annually afterward,

So when university boards ralsed
them an average of 13.7 percent late
in July, Blanchard-Bowman blew
thelr collective stack. “You have to
wonder what planct they (irustees)
are fram,” they said, echoing each
other's words,

By last week, they were trying o
put a better face on It by tetling par-

t-i that this was precisely
why they should plunk $6,700 into
MET.

CONSIDER WHERE Blanchard
comes fram: middle-class Ferndale.
He has carned three college degrees.

For 20 years he was married o a
teacher. He is well read and has a
high regard for authors.

Consider Bowman: Ignoring the
slx-figure salaries of Wall Strect, he
chooses to employ his financial
knowledge toward the social benefit
of making education more accessi-
ble. He is an extremely proud man.

And they see “misled or indoctrl.

Drive-ins — an era gone by

IT WAS sheer luck — and lots of
warm wealher — that encouraged a
trlp to the drlve-ln movies this sum-

mer.

We didn't plck one of several
northern Oakland County theaters,
such as the Waterford, Miracle Mile
in Bloomfield Township or the Com-
merce just around the corner. In-
stead, we went Lo the now.defunct
Grand River Drlve-In at the corner
of Grand River and M-102 in Farm-
ington Hills.

Like many people, we hadn't been
to a drive-ln theater in years, and
found It wasn’t much less expenstve
than golng to an indoor theater.
There were obvious regulars, from
groups of neisy adolescents who
needed a weekly meetlng place, to
{family movle-goers who were hav-
ing “tallgate” parties with bar-
becues and the works.

‘There's something about a drive-in
theater that’s more comflortable. It
fets you slouch in your seat a little,
eat what you please, talk without
disturbing anyone else, and simply
be yourself. Just about all ages and
types of people llke the movies, too,

WE DIDN'T know it then, and nev-,
er would have guessed that thls sum-
mer would be our last trip to the
Grand River Drive-In. All three
screens drew a good crowd, which,

the 33 acres in Farmington Hills also
demolished the Gratiot in Roseville
and the Bel Air in Deteoit for similar
wventures th recent years.

I have no quarrel with building
new shopping centers. But with the
demolition of the Grand Rlver
Drive-ln, an era has truly passed in

‘I have no quarrel with
building new shopping
centers. But with the
demolition of the
Grand River Drive-in,
an era has truly passed
in the Farmington
area.’

you can bet, came from throughout
the Detroit area. It was onc of the
few drive-ins left.

The big screens of the Grand Riv-
er were torn down two weeks ago, 10
make way for a shopping mall that
will, most likely, bring larger profits
and even better traffic. Owner Tom
Goldberg said his father began oper-
atlng the Farmington-area drive-in
in 1947, when drive-ins peaked in
popularlty. The retail developer for

the F area,

FOR SOME, it leaves memories
of adolescent dates or carloads of
tricnds who could always head for
the drlve-In when they needed
“somewhere to go.” It harkens back
10 the days of drive-in restaurants —
which are also disappearing.

For neighbors, perhaps the weekly
caravan of cars trooping in and out
of the bumpy, narrow drive after
dark was a nuisance. But for others,
that may have been a regular, com-
fortable sound.

That will now be replaced with a
more steady, daily traffic flow, as
the flavor of the neighborhood
changes.

Apparently, the peak era of the
drive-ins is Jong gone. But 1 wonder
about the people who regularly speat
their Saturdays enjoying the outdoor
mavies.

It's time the teens found a new
hangout, and, I guess, the Grand Riv-
cr Drive:In “tailgaters” will just
have 1o look for a football game.

nated” college trustees mucking it
up.

THE COLLEGES have a different
point of view,

Each of the 15 considers itselt
“different,” with unjque needs that
warrant more than the 3 percent i
‘crease they're getting in the state's
1989 budget.

They say they're subject not to the
consumer price index (CPI) but the
higher education price index (HEP).
a different and merc inflationary
market basket that includes miore
for health care, computers and the

ike.

At the University of Michigan,
president-designate James Duder-
stadt, with a perfectly straight face.
contends U-M is a “coordinate™

branch of government — he's on a
par with the governor, and the Board
of Regents on 2 par with the staie
Legislature. | heard him. Twice.

JHlonest.

Bowman's reaction has to be off
the record. We don't print on asbes-

s.

HISTORICALLY, Michigan has
tried to give its universities and lo-
ca! unlts a high degree of autonomy.

‘That must end. Colieges must con-
trol tuitiens, or pre-paid tuition can't
succeed. The governor has four tools
at his disposal:

First, he has a “bully pulpit.” to
use Teddy Roosevelt's term.

Second, he has budget powers —
the ability to punish universities that
hike tuitions faster than MET can
earn compound interest.

Third, he can use his power of
trustee appointment (o send o mes
sage to Ozkland, Central, Easterp
and the other state universities.

Feurth, ke can use his political in:
fluence a1 Democratic state convens’
tions to deny renomination to trust.
tees of the Big Three — U-M, Mich
Ran State and ‘Wayne Sta
universities — who vote for double.
digit tuition increases. N

Incidentally, of six Big Threg
board members up for re-election
this year, enly U-M regent Nellia
Varner, a Democrat, voted for a dou!
bie-digit tuition hike. The Demoerat:
ic State Convention is Aug. 27-28.

Stay tuned to see how serious
Blanchard-Bowman are about,
“deprogramming” university trus.
tees.

Boss gives Thompson boost

BACK HOME, WHEN somcone
administered a really good whom-
pin’, we sald he kicked butt and took
names.

After the Republlcan primary tast
week, Rlchard Thompson had him-
self a long list of names,

Thempson, in all likelihood, wiH!

be the county’s next pr at
torney, In Itself, that might not be
too surprising. After all, he was
billed as L. Brooks Patterson's right-
hand man for the 16 years that
Patterson was Qakland County's
most recognized and most popular
politician.

BUT THE SIZE of Thompson’s
victory had to surprise some, Includ-
ing pundits such as 1 who believed
the winner of the four-man primary
might take only 40 percent of the
vote,

Thompson took 53 percent of the
vote, giving him a respectable mar-
gin over the combined votes of hls
three opponents,

Only Mike Tyson wins mare decl-
sively. Thompson won in almost eve-
¢y community, He defended hls own
turf with ease and made shambles of
his opponents in their own back
yards.

Jack MeDenald, a well-liked, well-
respected county commissioner, was
walloped in his hometown of Farm-

inglon HHls, a community he has
carried easily tn the past. Jelfrey
Leib, a former West Bloomfield
township trustee, spent a lot of bucks
to galn visibility but he, too, lost to
‘Thompsaon in his own home township.
MeDonald, with 23 percent of the
vote, and Leib, with 18 percent, at
least made a blip on the tote board
tallying the efection returns. State
Sen. Richard Fessler, whose messy
divorce and whose arrest for drunk
driving were not the greatest sort of
springboard for a campaign, drew
fewer than 4,000 votes. Candidates
for trustee in West Bloomficld
received nearly that many votes,

THOMPSON BY DESIGN carried

«the fncumbent’s mantle into the

race. It worked. His opponents tried
to take alm at his tenure in the pro-
seeutor’s office without criticizing
Patterson. That was tough since
Thompson painted himself as
Patterson's clone and Patterson did

nothing to discourage it.

How important is Patterson's en-
dorsement? One reporter covering
the race put it this way: Patterson Is
so imporiant that his secretary’s en:
dorsement becomes news. .

Thompson still needs to defeal
Democrat Barry Kraemer to win a
four-vear term, bul that seems as.
sured. In the best of times, Kraemer
would be an underdog. and he wasn'{
even the Democrats® first choice,
The party was hoping that Wesi
Bloomficld attorney Michael
Schwartz (active in a recall group
that included Leib among its targets)
would seek the nomination but he de-
clined. .

The pressing question then is not
so much if Thompson will win in No-
vember as much as if he will be a
cantinuation of the Patterson legacy,
He no doubt will take the same hard
line, He has already usurped Patter-
son's penchant for using petition
drives to garner press coverage.

But no one, least of alt Thompson,
thinks he wilt match the personaiity
and quick wit of Patterson. Few peo-
ple coutd. Besides, Patterson's style
is not a prerequisite to being a good
prosecutor.

THE QUESTION still be be ad-
dressed is whether there is any truth
to the campaign rhetoric pressed
most by Leib
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1-2:15p.m. The Amazement Park Revue (Cedar Point)

2:30 -4 p.m. National Frog Jumping Championships
4-5p.m. Wayne State University Jazz Band

5:45 - 6:45 p.m.  Ursula Walker & Buddy Budson
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