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Subcontractors’ expo is
meeting an unfilled need
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“We'll take over all of Cobo,”he said.
“With 1,500 exhlbitors, Colemarn
1Young) will have to expand Cobc
over the river, after all" joke¢
Witherspoon's assistant, Larry Sed.
mak, a Troy resldent who was an ed
ltor of trade publications for Hearst
Publlcatlons before jolning CMA.
CMA has grown to 25 full-timc
ployees and Includes an tel
hot line that matches manefacturers
and suppliers by computer; CMA
will also put on a show in Los Ange-
les in Aprll and bas held smaller
shows [n Houston and Orlando.

According to Witherspoon, there
are 12,000 job shops in Michigan and
450,000 In the United States. “You
see all these job shops along Nine
Mile and Stephenson Highway and
you wonder what the hell they do?
1t's the guys In Bloomfield Hills who
own the job shops. They might only
make hangers, but they make mare
money making hangers than the
president of General Motors,”

JOHN DALE is a buyer for GM's
Cadillac engine plant on Mlddiebelt
in Livonia. He attended the show last
year and is attending again thls year.

I thought it was excellent. I go tc
{ind more suppliers and parts I can
use, It gave me more to chose from
There are new suppliers out there
who can make paris maore competl.
tvely. It forces my regular suppllers
to be mare flexible. And your quality
£0es up, 100.”

Ron Gesquire Is North Amerlcar
sales manager for Sach Automotlve
of Troy, a Tler I suppller for the Big

‘It forces my regular suppliers to be
more flexible. And your quality goes

up, too.’

— John Dale
GM buyer

Three that makes drive traln compo.
nents and suspensions,

He will attend his first show this
year,

“Our blggest problem we're hav-
ing Is we're a German flrm and we
haven't found the quality we want
without paying the high price,” satd
Gesqulre. Though Sachs has been in

the area for 10 years, he said it i

still In many respects the new kid on
the block,

“I'haven't been abte to find anyonc
to make parts for less than what our
own companies can make I for in
Germany, which is hard to believe
because the Japanese have found
them. But when you're new, you pay:
It takes a lot of negotiating to bring
costs down.

“We want to establish more sourc-
¢s, Now, 80 percent of our compo-
nents come from Germany and we
want to do better than that. We want
to stand alone from Germany is the
next few years,"

Bob Leldel owns two Plymouth
flrms, Galaxy Precision Machining
Inc. and MRL Engineering Co. Inc,
which make englne and drive traln
components for diesel engine manu.

facturers, He exhibited at two expos
and while he didn’t generate much
business through contacts there,
what he learncd at the show may
have turned hls business around,

“We found out we were not really
prepared for the business that was
there,” said Leidel. “We found out
that the job shop today has to offer
much more scrvice and quallty to
the customer, no matter how small
you are.”

To do that, Leidel Instltuted what
is known as Statistlcal Process Con-
trol, a way of measuring and im-
proving quality control that is a
must for smaller shops to woo mzjor
manufacturers or Tier I suppliers.,

As a result, Leldel says “business

has doubled and it's doubling agaln. I
tell you enc thing. If you're golng to
a (trade) show, you better get ready,
Your shop has got to be ready. We
weren't, but today our shop's pre-
pared for anything.”
Leidel wil) attend thls year's show,
but not as an exhlbitor. Things are
going so well slnce he learned his
lessons about properly competing In
today’s marketplace that doesn't
need any more buslness,

Lear Siegler division making
100 all-plastic racing seats
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all-plastic seat that can hold up to
the rugged demands of a race car
and which, at 14 pounds, welghs half
what the conventional race-car seat
weighs.

Lear Sicgler Seating Carp., a dlvi-

Own a
Land Contract?

immed

Cash
ble
S 1.8 292 1550
Severa) ophans available Mo clesing
cost or tees. Fast contidenlial service
First National Acceptance Co.
#1 Land Contract Purchates 3n Michigan

For Your Empty Laser
toner Cartridges

from your Canon engine
laser printer or C copy
machine. These include
HP. APPLE, CANON,
OMS. CORDATA and
many more.
Ve will pick-up and
pay 10 each

347-0118

PUTMANINFO: PROCESSING SUPPLIES
Free Pick-Up

sion of the automotive group, met
the challenge, bending inner and out-
er shells of vacuum-formed Noryl, a
plastic manufactured by General
Electric.

After the shells are bonded into a
single bucket seat, the chair is cov-
ered with thick polyurethane foam
and (rim fatric.

According to Slegler, it is the first
all-plastic scat In automative use.
Others use plastic externally with in-
ternal metal support.

The encrgy crisls of the Seventies
began the push to lighter vehicles.

“All vehicles are seelng a higher
preponderance of plastie (as) the

processing costs have been going
down,” sald Kozlowskl, “If you can
meet the welght.strength criterla,
plastic is the way to go. Metal meets
the strength criterla very well, but
not the welght.”

Kozlowskt sald It would be “three
or four years down the rond” belore
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BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS...

Get ready to study lots of good collections of poetry snuggled
under a Scandia Down® Comforter,

INCREDIBLE SAVINGS ON OUR TWIN FEATHERY DOWN COMFORTER
reg. 5175 SALE 598

Save 25% on full, queen and king feathery downs and all sizes
of our feather sleep piliows.

Complete bedroom furnishings by
Mon -Fri. 10-6 Scandia Down Shop
Thurs. 10-9
Sat, 10-5:30 of Birmingham

255 S. Woodward
(entrance on Brown St.)

258-6670

the Corvette scat would
into consumer preducts or applica-
tlons.

He said that no decislon had been
made :yet whether Lear Siegler
would be involved with the Chal-
tenge Series next year, “This Is our
flrst year, and we've been very satls-
fled,” he sald.
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BOUTIQUE

Can’t be Beat for the most Unusual
Fashion & Accessories

Leslie Cady.‘continues to do per-
sonalized “shopping for her loyal
customers & frlends.

Looking Forward to seeing you at my
NEW LOCATION

CROSSWINDS MALL
737-0994

Lone Pine and Orchard Lake Roads

Is there stone in your future?
Get professional resuits
at Do It Yourself prices

t

CULTURED STONE®

LIGHTWEIGHT STONE VENEER

Fireplace Design
vl Yot

« Lightweight, durable, colorfast
. Do-n-YoumlforPromuonaIEIy Installed _« New
y FREE DO-IT-YOURSELF SEM!NAR SATURDAY,
. Specist e for seminer

for detalis or reservations
Visit our showroom orcall for a free home estimate

WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK

MFG. CO., INC.

il

* [nterlor or Exterlor

or remadeted construction
, AUGUST 20',. 9:30am

Redforda
5386633

Center
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..aid Bill and Sieve and Haren aixd Nancy and George and Bob
and &l of your friends 1t Renalssance Center, plus
guest emcee Bob Talbert, columnist for The Detrolt
Free Press. It's Taste of Renalssance ‘88, August 18,
from 4:30 - 8:30 p.m, on the West outdoor

podium of The Westin Hotel. Stmple the best of
Renaisssance Center's restaurants and eateries,
With prices from 50¢ to $2.00, you can try a lirtle
of everything. There will be live music by *The
Suspects” and admisston is FREE! Bring the kids
because there will be 2 hula hoop contest, a
puiting green contest, a ple-eating contest, funny
photos, and maglc and face palnting by *'Rainbow
the Clown™, Free parking [n Lot C, east of the
Center. For more information, call 568-5600.

Rain Location: Jefferson Ave, Atrlum, Street Level,

Billof Fare .
Burger King Nemo's Bar and Grille
Complimentary French Minl Cheesecake

Toast Sticks

Coffee Besnery, L1d.

Specialty Breads, Hot

Spiced Viennese Coffee,

Vanills Nut Cream Coffee

Thursday, August 18, 4:30 - 8:30 p..’ g

on the West outdoor podium of The Westin Hotel
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