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lllustrated children’s books spell excitement:

HEN JACKIE Gordon,
publicity dlrector at
Jacobson's, {yes, that
Jackle Gordon) called

recently, all éxcited about a serles of
books she had discovered in the chil-
dren’s department, she brought me
back into a werld about which I had
almost forgotten — the world of il-
lustrated children’s books.

After some 10 minutes Jf trylng to
deserlbe the books in question — the
“Ophelia” serles produced by Seattle
shopkeeper Michele Durkson Clise
— Jackie said, “Well, you just have
te see them." And so I did. The
books, published by Clarkson N,
Potter and distributed by Crown, are
bardbound collector’s editions and
range In price from $12,95 to $17.95.

Ophetta B. Clise is a bear who tuns
a shop filled with silver flutes, paper
fans, fine fabrles and laces, sachets,
chocolates and teas. Her shop, Ba-
2aar des Bears, s on the Rue de Bae
in Parts. Colneldentally or not, Ophe-
lia's creator shares her last name
and also has a Bazaar des Bears —
only hers Is in Seattle.

THE BOOKS are lavishly illus-

book break
Mona Grigg

trated with exquisite photographs by
Marsha Burns — and the photo-
graphs are what make the books, Us-
ing fine antiques — laces, jewelry,
toys, costumes and dozens of well-
worn bears — Burns creates Ophe.
ila’s World (also Lhe title of the first
book of the serics).

Stelff, Incidentally, is coming out
with toy Ophella and Schnuffy bears
and Hallmark is creating greeting

for an aduit to read — though I
doubt that the text would appeal
much to young children. There'’s far
more musing than mystery: “Yester-
day Zenecbia began to take an ac-
counting of the contents of the entire
shop — placing ribbons here, shawls
and llnens there, boxes with buttons
and boxes with colns, Limoges cups,
and tottering plles of

really meant.

WELL, WHAT I'm learnlng Is that
there is an Increasingly active aduit
market for llustrated.glft boo
especially those found In the chil-
dren's book departments. Collectors
.snzp them up as quickly as they ap-
pear on the shelves.

Michigan’'s own Chrls Van
Allsburg s a good example of a col-
lectable wrlter/il Ris

and flipped, It's a simple story, told
in rhyme, but, let me tell you, Old
Henry lives!

Later I wandered over to the Bir-
mingham Book Store and owner
Bonnle Weinsteln told rye she can't
rcad that book without tearing up at
the end. So disregard what you've
ever heard about children’s book au-
thors not belng real writers — or
that fllustrators are not artists,

Bonnle Introduced me to the
award-winnlng Woods — author Au-

drey Wood and her illustrator hus- .
band, Don. In their latest, “Heckedy **2"

Peg” (hardbound, $14.95), a mothe:
saves her seven children from a
wicked wilch. It s hard to keep their
books in stock, Bonnle said, and It i
malnly collectors who buy them. Th

storles are wonderful and Don

Woods* work 18 star quality. R

Christmas book, “The Polar Ex-
press,” stayed for months on the
New York Times Bestseller llst — in
the adult column. “The Wreck of the
Zephyr,” "“The Stranger,” “Ben's

Dream™ — In fact, all of Van
Allsburg’s books — are published in
di b; hi Mifflin at

manuscripts on the tables and floor.”
There are also hints of some pret-
behavior, even for

cards,

Ophelia and her ecoens
tric entourage — including Zenobta
Onassls, Jean de Noel, Schautfy the
sugar-loving concterge, Conrad the
reformed Kleptomaniac, Mona Lisa
the former rig plcker, and Zenobla's
“dear, good frlend” Clarence — are
caught up in a mystery In each book.

The books are gorgeous, and fun

ty

bears: they adore champagne and
the high llfe; Zenobla falls in love
with Conrad the Kleptomaniac and
elopes; and Ophelia (not Ophella!)
cuddles up In bed with Clarence
wilhout beneflt of clergy. Oh, It's all
very tastefully presented, but I have
to wonder for what age group it is
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Windemere is more...

much more than a
sconvalescent home
~ or home for seniors.:
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0&E Sports—more than just the scores

Y
$15.95 cach. You have to experience
Van Allsburg's books to appreciate
them, They are to get lost In.

Beatrix Potter’s books are still
collectable — even by the children.
The tales of Peter Rabblt, Squirrel
Nutkln, Flopsy Bunnles and Jemima
Puddle-Duck happlly never go out of
style. At Jacobson's we found all of
the above, plus the beautiful
“Beatrix Potter — Artist, Storytell-
er and Country Woman,” by Judy
Taylor (Frederick Warne, hard-
bound, $24.95).

AND 1 found (and bought) “A
Treasury of the Great Children's
Book Iliustrators,” a real treasure
by Susan E. Meyer from Abradale
Press-Harry N, Abrams Ine, (hard-
bound, $19.85).

Here's Potter, Arthur Rackham,
N.C. Wyeth, Kate Greenaway, Ran-
dolph Caldecott, Edward Lear and
Walter Crane, And here's Kay Niel-
sen's glorious [illustrations from
“East of the Sun, West of the Moon”
and “Powder and Crinoline.” And
don’t I feel silly now that I know Kay
1s a man's name, too. All of this time

I'm also just discovering Joan W,
Blos, who lives right in Ann Arbor,
for Pete’s sake, and is the winner of
both a Newbery and an American
Book Award for “A Gathering of
Days.”

Jackle and I found Blos' “Old Hen-
ry,” Hlustrated by Caldecott Honor
Book winner Stephen Gammel) (Wil-
llam Morrow, hardbound, $11.75),
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Norman Rockwell, Maxfield

Museum in Dearborn. The t

1825.

Let there be light
Light Is the focus of the collection of nine paintings by
currently enjoying their first public showing at Henry Ford
ference Light Makes: Advertising Arts from General Elec-

tric,” runs through Oct, 30. Shown here is a Norman
Rockwell cover reproduced in Ladies Home Journa), April

Parris and N. C. Wyeth that are

emporary exhibit, “What a Dif-

CARIBBEAN CRUIS

Departs Thursdays, Returns

EE

Fridoys ¥

in cooperation with

MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE

Departs Thursdays, Returns Fridays

8 Nights/9 Doys

$799

Jisopoul g Price mcludoszl . ot Comploto Por Paron
 Round Trip Alr Transportation mplota Pol
July 2_‘.' 1988 ¢ 4Days o‘r the Lucerne Hotel Doubla Occupt
Au~goip OUTI988 Miaml Beach \nide Cabln
August 25, 1988 7 5 Day Caribbean Cruise "%?;‘:‘:: gg‘:i‘g;&“"
November 18, 1988 ‘additional
THE
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PLAYA DEL CARMEN

YOU R W ”’: ‘e COZUMEL (NEW MEXICO)

at
place in famlly room and much more! $75.000 (¥-184)

PARK AREA

Spectacular 3 bedroom Southfield brick ranch, Near everythlog. On
& quiet street. A first tate home value, Updared

Spectacular 4 bedroom

ree
6476400

P

¥ February 2, 1989
March 2, 1989
Prica Includes:

most Midwast Cltias
/Hotsl Accommodotions-2 nights i

¥ 7 Nights accommeodations aboo!

ZAir Transportation Round Trip to Los Angeles from

in Los Angeles area

#Mexlco Admiral Cruise-M.V.Stordancer

rd ship

Compioto Pot Porson

$1799 Sngle Occupancy
Upgrado to an Outsido Cabiy
odd 3350 Per Porson
$1089 Quad Cutside Cobin

PUERTA VALLARTA

FARMINGTON HILLS

om, (amily room, {nege kitchen, dining room, deamatic foyes and
extensive decking, $233,000 {D2A2) B31:4400

colonial In Woodcteck Subdivision on &
lot. Offers 2V4 baths, 2 fireplaces, grest

I0DAYS

$1199 :

Name— — — —— — e =

HUNTINGTON WOODS RANCH
Vety spacious brick 3 bedroom with 2%% baths, large formal dinlog
room, famlly room leadiog 1o backysrd deck, finis!

waol Burber catper, 2 car garage with eleciric and door opencr.
Priced at $112,300 {E104) 347-2000

/Al meals aboord ship MAZATLAN
Al port taxes Included in total price
S o oo boGaaa RandIg. CABO SAN LUCAS
ﬂamwa&o&y l-t‘x J\omes BAJA PENINSULA
ollywo
VUnhersal Studio tour LOS ANGELES
P LATHRUP VILLAGE
A Very stiractive, move-lo, 1964 large 2 bedroom condo, 2 full baths,
YOE (. . AN AYE. b i AR sy sppisnces, etgatior, wesbes-deyer, 1 e 5
(313) 278-4102 included. Tudor sryle feces court, (WEIS4) 3376700
Ploase send me ot no Y @ tour g il the detals ond : '
opplications for the following cruise: ‘
OCaribbean Cruise OMexican Riviera Cruise

FARMINGTON HILLS

Fabulous ranch home backing to commons an # cul-desac. Offers
great room and dining area with bay window, nawra fireplace, $
bedroors, 1% baihs, ceateal air, full hasement and sitached garage.
3169700 (C307) 831-4400

s

BEAUTIFUL PALMER WOODS MANOK, targe four bedroom co-
loalsl, dining room. istand kitchen, breskfest nook, 21 barhs, fam-

{5246) 357-6700

ily room, finlshed basement.

Fenced yard, 2 car att, garage. $80,200
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