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Farmington Hills
Mayor Jody Soronen

has reappointed Kelth
Deacon to a six-year term on
the Economic Development
Corporatlon and appointed city
clerk Kathy Dornan to a two-
year term on the Bullding
Authority.

MOVING up.
Jon

Maddern was
promoted to
district chief

at
Farmington
Hills Fire .
Department
Statlon 1 on
Research
Park Drlve
Aug. 1.

He is responslble for
supervising 20 part-time
firefighters,

Maddern joined the fire
department In 1979, Since
moving to Station 1 in 1980, he
has risen through the ranks, His
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Marks pays long overdue city fee

By Casey Hane
stoff writer

Farmington Hills councilman Ben Marks
made good on a 1%-year-old $17,000 debt to
the city Friday, following allegations earlier
In the week he recelved special treatment.

Marks, who is a local de-
veloper, sald he obtalned
long-awalted mortgage fi-
nancing Thursday for his
office bullding on the north-
west comner of 11 Mile and
Orchard Lake Road. He paid
the past-due sewer tap-in
fee, and full accrued inter-
est and late charges, Friday

morning. Ben Marks

“He did bring 2 check In _P8Ys debt
within the last hour," city flnance director

Charles Rosch confirmed shortly before noon
Friday, “It's a cashier’s check. Good as gold —
this one won't bounce.”

The check was for $22,528, which included
the principal plus penalty and interest charges
that began accumulating when the accounts
receivable debt was 30 days old.

brought up at a
cannot be

Upon
poxzi

City manager Willlam Costick confirmed
last week that Marks wrote a bad check to the
city for $17,000 1% years ago, and until laat
week had not made good on that debt.

Marks told the Observer the situation oc-
curred when he wrote a check in anticipation
of mortgage financing that became 3
edly delayed because of a mixup about mini-
mum occupancy requirements for his building.

COUNCILMAN ALDO Vagnozzi bad re-
quested a full report last week about the
Marks incldent, saying the matter s, Indeed, a

agrees.
““When the may

matter of public concern. “The matter was

pened
abllity to tell the public . . . this matter has
been resclved,” he sald Thursda:

hearing of the pa
sald: ;{m l;lxd “dil
. announced Monday night (Aug. 15) at the meet-
Ing. That should end the situation,”

Mayor Jody Soronen called Marks’ altuation
with the city “personal business” when the is-
aue was raised last week. Vagnozz! said he dis.

the councll, .., I
thought it was public. I think jt was implled
that his situation turned out to be handled dif-
!d?anuy" than others might have been ban-

representing & group of angry residents, read
a prepared statement to the city councit last
Monday, volciog concerns about city opera-
tlons in gez.eral and land use In cular,

It included a paragraph about Marks: “It
has just come to our attention that Ben Marks,
while serving as mayor, issued a check to the
city In excess of $17,000, The check bounced.
This was for his office building which. . . alts
in the very shadow of city hall. That was a
year and a half ago, and the amount Is still
outstanding.”

Councll members 2aid they were told last
Monday, before the council meeting, that resi-
dents were golng to ralse the lssue. Costick
sald he had been aware of the matter “since
the check bounced” but had been promised re-
payment throughout the 1% years,

But Costick also sald that Marks was more
carefully scrutinized than other builders as he

public meeting, What bap-
undone. I'm looking for the

Y.
iymeat Friday, Vag-
think jt ought to be

or sald she was speaking for
disagreed,” he sald. “I

w
Council
recall
on ‘back
burner’

Farmington City Councll
approved removal of the
troublesome steps on the north
slde of Grand River west of
Farmington Road and at the
southwest corner of Grand River
and Farmington Road. Included
In this project will be new sloping.
walks and asphalt surfacing of
the roadway with new grades to
accomplish step cllmination.

The Farmington area recorded
its seventh trafflc fatality of the
year thls week, an all-time high
with still more than four months
and the Labor Day and Christmas
holidays ahead.

Conroy's Super Market in
downtown Farmington is
advertising whole rock fryers at
25 cents a pound.

— Farmington Enterprise, 1963

what’s inside

last rank before his latest
promotion was captaln. By Casey Hans
Maddern is a state-licensed stalf writer
medical tech
F Hills upset
with ci{ty hall o:er,lnnd-u.;c planning
say reference to a possible council
Memory lane recall effort last weck was no “ldle
threat.”
25 years ago this week: But they appear to be moving ,

ahead cautiously, No final declsion
has been made about who they may
target, the ible reasons for re-
call, or if they wlll attempt jt at all.

One resident sald the issue had
been placed on a “back burner” bul
was still being constdercd.

“There’s a lawyer right now dolng
the wording,” sald another resident,
Rosa Flum, who lives on Stockton.
“If we have to have the arrogance
... I guess we may have to go
ahead with it.”

A group of 1520 residents in
southeast Farmington Hills are wait-
ing to sce how the clty handles Jand-
us¢ planning involving several par-
cels, including the slte of the Flam-
ingo Traller Court on the east slde of
Middicbelt, north of Nine Mile. The
park is a non-conforming use In a
general business district/one-family
residential zone.

Tonight, the clty council, upon the
planning commission’s recommen-
datlon, wllt conslder rezoning it as a
moabile home district.

‘The residents sald the handling of
that rezoning proposal would gulde

Auto ... .. Secs.CF

Realestate. . . . . . 1E
Employment . . . . . 8E
Creativellving . . . . . 1E
Crossword puzzle . . . 8E
Entertalnment . . . . .50
Obltuaries. . . . . . .4A
Ontheagenda. . . . .7A
Policeflirecalls . . . .4A
Sports. . . . ....1-2C

We make it
N\

..3B them in any possible recall elfort.
ansr:;:%ml'gg!on - L7A “I can’t tell you anything until af-
Pt Secs CEF ter Monday's meeting,” sald Karen

Index. . . < ...8E

Pleass turn to Page 2

Southfield
zoning bid
is opposed

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Farmington Hills city officlals
want a property parcel owned by
Southfield Public Schools, and adja-
cent to their city, to remain zoned

amily homes.
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KAREN PLACE resident Janet Hulbert,

constructed his bullding across from city hall,

t WAS TORN down, stone by
stone, then brought back to
1ife at a new site on 12 Mile,

The histeric John Dallas
Harger House, an 1937 Greek Revi-
val-style farm house and former
dairy, was saved from the wreck-
Ing ball in 1986, when new owners
Donald and Lynn McCluskey
fered to relocate the house for use
a3 an office. It 2its next to the Pet.

bone House on 12 Mile, west of
Drake.

Thanks to the McCluskeys, the Harger House has found 2 new home on the north side of 12 Mile, west of Drake, next to an-
other historic place, the Pattibone House.

Historic move

The McCluskeys' business, Insur-
ance Dimension, moved into the
house last December; during the
past several months, outdoor light-
ing, landscaping, and interior deco-
rating were completed.

According to Insurance Dimen.
sion employee Teresa Newman,
palntings of other historic bulldings
in Farmington Hills bave been
completed and are hanging on off-
ice walls.

Each of the 1,000 cut-stones In

House gets new lease on life

the house was coded belore It was
taken apart from lts orlginal site
on Halsted Road south of 11 Mile.
The codes helped to reassemble the
house in its origlnal form, over a
new, 850-foot basement.

THE McCLUSKEYS worked
with local historians and others in
making the move. They also
received photographs from John
Dallas Harger’s granddaughter to
aldIn their renovation,

RANDY BORST/

During the move, the McClus-
keys found several surprises. They
found 1,000-pound beams that sat
atop the stone walls and were used
to support the roof.

They also discovered straw used
as insulatlon materlals around the
windows,

The Harger House now sits with
a 150-year-old white ocak tree,-
which shades the house from the
rear, and Is site number 13 in the-
Farmington Hills Historic District, -

Edison studying

By Loulse
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recent outages

mnDtheed:ionl."lhm

don't report right back with the rea-
m.'l'bey‘n‘ge“ restoce power.”

it

il

‘With the hot weather,
there’s been a lot of

stress on the system. A
fot of timee, there ie no.

powerisout,’

— Dan Vacchionl, -
~Edlsonspckmu_n" REl
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