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Auto engineer has designs on record

By Dan O'Meara
stalf writer

Few people can claim to have set a land.
speed record while sitting behind the wheel of
an automobile.

Furthermore, not many would have the
courage to attempt the feat.

But, if 2l goes well this week, Karl Stag-
gemeler wil be party to two such records,

‘The 29-year-old Farmington resldent and
his partner Gary Eaker are making thelr sec-
ond vislt to the Bonneville Salt Flats this
wecek, hoplng to set a flve-mile course record
in the C-Production Class,

When the Genera) Motors aerod, es en-
glneers first traveled 1o the remote slte near
the Utah-Nevada border in July, thelr sole
purposc was to test thelr 1988 Pontiac Trans-
Am on the vast expanse of salt.

IT WAS MERELY by accldent they hap-
pened to break the three-mile record, Stag-

gemeler sald, as they shattered the existing

mark by 23 mites per hour with & 213.9 mph’
un,

“Personally, we dldn’t look on it as much of
an accomplishment, because the car wasn't
running well,” he sald, “We went out there to
see how the car would run.

“We thought we should have been up
around 225, but we did what we set out to
accomplish.”

That Included becoming licensed, some-
thing the Bureau of Land Management, which
is charged with the care of the unique natural
preserve, requires of every first-time driver,

The , of course, 1s “io make sure
you and the car are up to the task safety-
wise,” Staggemeler sald.

But thelr main intent 2]l along was to pre-
pare for the August record attempt. Getting a
three-mile record was nlce, but the five-mile
performances are consldered the true stand.
ards.

Leif Gustafaon suffered a gash over his right
eye when he was slammed into the boards
while chasing the puck into one carner of the

By C.J. Risak
staft writer

Transition? Rebuilding? What's
thal

For this football season at least,
those terms have no meaning to the
majority of the Michigan Intercolle-
glate Athletlc Association feams.
When the team that has dominated
the league {or the past decade (win-
ning seven titles) returns 12 starters,
iU’s safe to assume it will be picked
torepeat.

Hope College does (return a dozen
starters) and Is (picked to repeat).
But the Flying Dutchmen share the
favorite’s role with Alblon, which

14 starers coming back. And
three of the five other MIAA teams
bave more starters returning than
either of the favorites.

Leaving Olivet, which was chosen
to finish {lith (out of six) under new

Dominlc Li

Livedot] was
field's high school team for & new
season. A star at wide recelver for

trolt area, which should provide
Livedot!'s recrulting base. That will

have thelr quay

STAGGEMEIER AND Eaker, who conduct
wind tunnel experiments at the GM Tech Cen-
ter In Warren, hope to reach 250 mpb, “which
would make it the fastest production car In
the world regardless of class,” according to
Staggemeler.

The current records for the production-
class vehicles are 219 mph in A, 218 In B and
217 In C. The addition of nitrous oxide to the
fuel mixture could result In a speed of 270

mph.
“That,” Staggemeler sald, “would be the
fastest speed for a passenger car bar nope.”

Other cars with sy, ed have
traveled 250 mph, mut;m recorded
speed on 2alt was 823 by the rocket:

Blue Flame. But cars such as the one Stag-
gemeler and Esker operate must remain &
lkeness of original models produced by

the factories,
“We have to use engines similar to the kind
that come in the car,” Staggemeler sald. “We

can't put a big block Chevrolet In our Trans.

Am
Blue Max Racing of Charlotte, N.C,, offered
to build two engines when the duo embarked

-Winston type engines but a
little bigger.” Engine displacement is used to
divide cars into-one of the production classes,
and the Staggemeler-Eaker team has a 369
cubie-inch, small-block Pontiac four barrel.

“IT°8 PRETTY MUCH a stock-car motor
but a little healthler,” Staggemeier sald.

The idea to get involved In speed racing
was a patural offshoot from the job Stag-
gemeler and Eaker, 32, of Utica do every day
of the week.

““We're both car nuts,” Staggemeler sald. “1
bad a series of hot rods in high school, and this
Is the next extension of that.

“Through the contacts we've made, all the
clrcumstances were right for this, and all the
pleces came together.” .
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rink, Gustafson stayed in the game, however,
and helped lead the Wolverines to an overtime
victory in the MSHL championship game.

MIAA, Four of the five otber schools
rierbacks returning.
Only Adrian, which lost all-MIAA

Wolverines complete
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Kari Staggemeier
plans record-speed attempt

playoff miracle in OT

By Dan O'Msata
atatf writer

The bype and hysteria didn't rival
a Soviet Unlon-United States hockey
game, and the world wasn't glued to
its TV sets for an Olymple telecast.

But Al Michaels stil] would have
asked ‘Do you believe in miracles?
after the Wolverines won the Metro
Summer Hockey League champlon-
ahip Wednesday.

The Wolverines, who came from
nowhere a few weeks ago to finish on
top, completed thelr Cinde sea-
son b the Wildcats ¢-3 In

y trimming
two overtimes at the Plymouth Ice

Aresa.

Coach Dave Cyplik, whose team
was (-9-1 before winning its last four
games — Including three In the post.
season, had a simple answer to Mi-
chaels’ would-be question.

“Yeah, 1 always have,” he sald.
“Anything can happen In the
playofis.

“THIS IS {eeling. All
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AN
those guys have got a lot of courage
to come back from the kind of regu-
lar season we had and win the whole

The champlonship game was truly
that, The see-saw battle was the
most exciting of the five MSHL fi-
nals to date, according to longtime
observers of the lezgue,

Sean Skinner of Livonla flnally
ended the lenghty contest with the
game-winning goal at 2:26 of the sec-
ond 10-minute overtime.

is senlor linebacker Steve Freler (6-
foot-2, 220), from Garden City. An
all-MIAA second-team selection in
’87, Freler tied for second among the
Brits In tackles with 75,

The secondary is talented and
deep, with sophomore Scott Blssell
(6-0, 180), from West Bloomfleld
(Farmington Harrison), a possible
starter. He had two interceptlons
last scasan,

NOTHING IS certain, of course.

Alma coach Phil Brooks has elther
16 or 18 starters back from a team
that was 2-3 In the MIAA, 5-4 overall
in '87. One of the question marks, a
player coming off an Injury, is a key
to Lhe Scots’ chances.
Junfor defensive tackle Evan
Viacminck (63, 235), from West
Bloomfteld, tere up his knee In the
fourth game last year.

“If you had asked me in Decem-
ber, I would have sald I didn't think

he'd play football agaln,” Brooks
d. ’ :

But Viseminck has worked hard at
rebabilitation and could start,

Skinner, a 1987 graduate of Ste-
venson High who played last season
for the Redford Rayals, shot the
puck past his former Junior A team-
mate, Wildcats goalie Doug Abra-
ham, .

Comlng up on the left wing,
Skinner found himself alone on that
side after a gantering pass by Livo-
nla's Matt Wiljanen found its way

- through traffic. He got behind the

Livedoti’'s goal to restore team’s confidence

football

defensemen before they could recove
er and went 1-on-1 with Abraham,

“I had the same shot in the second
period,” said Skinner, who had two
goals and three assists on the night.
“After I missed the first time I was

mad.

“1 DID A fake and went too wide; I
didn't do it quick enough. The second
time I took the shot.” {

“It happened s0 quick I really
dida't have time to think,” he added.
“1 thought: "Yeah, I'm past that guy;
now I've got a shot.”

Skinner’s goal ended what had
been a fantastic overtime duel be-
tween Abraham and his Wolverines
counterpart, Ron Evina, Both goal-
les made spectacular saves, some-
times several In succession as they
survived wild scrambles In front of
thelr respective nets.

“Goaltendlng was the key in over.
time,” Wildeats player/coach Alan
Carnes sald.

“Their goalle kept them In the
game, and our goalie kept us in the
game. That's why the overtime last.
ed so long.”" .

While the Wolverines celebrated a
hard-earned victory, which made it
all the more enjoyable, it was a hard
loss for the Wildcats,

“Real hard — because everybody
was trying so hard,” Carnes sald,
“The goal they scored was not that
good of a goa), a long shot. Qvertime
always cnds llke that — not on a
very nice goal.” .
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OAE PLAYERS N THE MIAA

fresnvman runoug back. om Detrot Gountry Day; Matt Plower, senwy
taRvack, Ptymeuth Canton. Mark Kerpet. scphomore
(Livonia Frankiin}; John Loe, s0phomore Quartestiach. Hrom SoulRfed-Lamaup; Pote Maz-
Z0ni, BOPhOMONE QuarTorback, 1om Lvonkd Stavenson, Xavin Mezaner, 50phomone Inebac-
. from fledtord Uoion: flaan Tohtnd, freshman koobacher, from West Bloombekd (o

ALBION COLLEGE: Scolt Bavel, sopnomoro deforcas back, from West [ioomiokd
MHarmiaon) ; Dwrtin

8 deforrsive back, om Pymouth Canton,

dofenaive bock, om Westianmd
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Olivet 25 years ago, he bas no illu. Four members of Livedoti's first former Bruce Crosthwaite (from Should hls comeback be socoess-
sions the task ting class are from West Adams), will break In anew quarter~ ful, be'll line up with a talented
b . eraoier, g o Mark P w. "Peats ooe resson i oo Bean Hod (0.1, 218 o, |
. . t's Hood (81, 318 :
' BUT THAT doesn't dampen his en-  dacker Tom Lamb and quarterback/ gl %W'&w' ;
thusiasm. defensive back Dan Shrewsberry. ton). Hood was a sscond-team all--
“I hope that, at Olivet, we can put Others who could belp down the  MIAA choice last season. N
some fun back in the game and get line are offensive tackle Exic Chat- “He's 8 for w,” Brooks
some confidence " he sald at field, from Rochester (Adams), and sald of ‘would take an act :
Thorsday’s MTAA media day at Hope m Mark Marray, from . of God 10 keep him out. He's some- -
College i Holland. i Hills (Harrison), - who thing” y
However, Livedot] refused to set transferred from Wayne State. ‘- Drooks called the offensive line aa
coocrete goals for himeelf or his ~ WHATEVER LIVEDOTI accom- - area of concern, with some good and
{sam, - . Pplishes thia season could be tmpees. . some bad. Theee tnemen
"Pf;d{:ﬂm-wml'd "“.?,,? éay sive, considering what he's up . but thees with
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