O&E _Monday, August 15, 1988

By Brad Emons
steff writer

Sixteen teams from across the country, In-
cluding Livonia Litlle Caesars, will be in
Johnstown, Pa,, today vylng for the coveted
ﬁg-ﬁ.meﬂun Amateur Baseball Association

.

But Adray Appliance, the Detrolt Adray
League champlon coached by Bob Atkins, will
not be among them. .

Friday at Livonia's Ford Field, Ap,
lost its bid for a trip, falling to defe
AAABA champlon Johnny's Auto Sales of Bal-
timare, Md., In the finals of the reglonals, 11-

Appliance, which featured three area play-
ers — all from the University of Detrolt —
will stay home with a 33-10 record.

Johnny's will move on with a 63-10 mark.

ATKINS, the longtime manager of Appli-
ance who led the Detrojt entry to the AAABA
title in 1978 and a second place finish with a
Livonia franchlse team in 1968, sald, “I
thought this was going to be our year."

He clted two breakdowns which led to the
defeat against the siz-time AAABA champl.
ons.

“Two things in the playo!fs that happened
conslstently that dldn't happen during the reg.
ular season was that we left men on base (10
in the final) and we didn’t play good defense,”
Atkins sald, “We. just couldn’t play over our
mistakes.”

liance
ending

Appliance loaded the bases with no outs in
the first inning sgainst Johnny’s starter Dar-
ren Ritter, b\::d n::uzed only ope run.

In the top of the ninth when the University of
Maryland's Louls Holcomb singled home Ben-
son.

IF THERE was an MVP of the tourney, it
was Ritter, who pitched four scoreless Innings
in Wednesday’s 10-7 win over Appllance in the
reglonal o] before coming back with one
day’s rest to toss a complete game (alx hitter)
in the title game. The 6-foot-5, 210-pound
right-hander will be & junior this {all at UM-
Baitimore,

“He threw only 56 to 60 pitches the first
night and he's got a good, strong arm,” sald
Johnny's field manager, Norm Glden. ‘“We
knew he could come back if we peeded him.”

Ritter walked only four in the flnal, draw-
Ing praise from Atklns,

“Thelr kid did a tremendous job and my
guys Just couldn'bspot thelr pltches,” he sald.
“But our kids did a helluva job. We knew we
were short on pitching all year long.”

Appllance, who picked up Unlversity of
Michigan lefty Roes Powell for the tourna.

Johnny’s Auto whips Adray champ

ment from (helr league rival Adray Sound,
forced Johnny's to the Umit in the dosble-

eliminatioa {ourney by witining the first gme

was
being beaten by Appllance.

“THEY'RE A GOOD club and it's a shame
we bad travel here 600 mlles to battle them,”
he sald. “Both teama should be golng to Johns-
Lhm 'md I'd rate them close to one-two

ere.”

Based on a rotating system, teams elther
galn an automatic bid to Johnstown by win-

WMMMW fs or have to qualify

On Thursday, Johnny’s whipped Columbus,
‘1:;5. as Benson (ﬁ:ﬂh Cunl.ln'rglfnu) beoke
game cpen with 2 grand alam In another
mercyshortened game (elght innings),
Appliance then eliminated the Jammers,
10-0, as Walled Lake Western alum Mike Ga-
briele hurled a three-hit shutout (over seven
Innings.) Smerek tern Michigan) contrib-
uted a homer, triple and double,

OF THE LOCAL PLAYERS, Appliance
High pu . 11 £ l:em e,
and U-D) went 1-for-11 for the tourney,
Appliance first baseman Lance Sulllvan
(Livonlx Churchill High and U-D) was 1.for-5
and catcher Mike Stefanski (RU and U-D)
went 3-for-15.
Meanwhile, Little Caesars opens play today
ln Jobnstown with three pew players, ac-

Among Cacsars’ pickups are lefty pltcher
Joe Macklewics of Walter's Aypl.lul;, out-
fielder Jokn Kuittel, also of Walter's, and
catcher Kevin Ritter of Tom Holzer Ford.

Coach Rich Rachner knew his
baseball team was up agalnst for.
midable opposition in the 19-and-
under tournament played in Sarnia,
Ontario, the weekend of Aug. 5-8.

North Farmington-West Bloom-
fleld's 1-4 record bears that out,
but a NFWB team composed pri-
marily of 17-year-olds acqultted it-
self {alrly well upon further examl.
nation.

Belore winning Its last game, 10+
2 over Chlllicothe (Ohio), the Con-
nie Mack ballclub lost four games
- all to Canadlan opponents — by
atotal of eight runs,

The 24-tcam tournament, which
eventually was won by a
Talwanese outflt, and the season
ended on a positive note for NFWB,
however,

Bill Barber, a product of West-
land John Glenn who was added to
the tournament roster to bolster
the‘g_lllchlng staff, guided NFWB

In six innings, the left-hander
held opposing batters to four hits
and struck out 13. He walked five,
Darren Clark finlshed up in the
* seyenth,

NFWB ERUPTED {or nine runs
in the third inning, breaking open a
1-1 game. Jack Herberholz was 3-
{for-3 and Jay Marcoux 2-for-3 as
NFWB collected nlne base hits,

Seth Petty hit a two-run single,

n . four and Herberholz, Marcoux, Jerry

m“:.nnm il
makers n our class.
e to i Mo
will be better than expectad
yoar” ! L Continued trom Page 1

Of "courwe, that's what
MIAA coach is saying. . The Salt Flats, which Staggemeier

describes as a cross between black.

top and dirt surfaces, is unique in
that there's nothing but salt stretch-

baseball

Hakala and Rick Rachner had one
1 aplece,

NFWB opened with a 8-4 loss to
the Quebec provincial champion
and was later beaten by en
109 in eight innings, Chatham 4-2
and Etobicoke 8.5,

Mike Petchell's two-run single
tied the first game 3-3 In the sixth
inning, but Quebec added three
{nurc in the bottom half to decide
L

Brian Miller was 2-for-4 with a
solo homer and two RBI. Petchell
also bad two hits.

Clark, a draftee from Royal Oak
Norwood {n the North Oakland
County League, went 5% Innings
and took the loss.

IN THE DRESDEN game,
Shawn Wall was 8-for-4, including
a double and a triple, and had four
RBI Pelchell (3-for-4) and Miller
{2-for-5) had two RBI aplece.

Miller was the losing pltcher,
working the final 1% and glving up
the winning run In the eighth, Wall
started and was relleved by Petty.

Only three of Dresden’s 10 runs
were carned as NFWB made four

Ing for 30 miles in al] directions,

“It's sorta like landing on the
moon,” Staggemeler sald, “It's one
of the few places on earth where it's
smooth enough and long enough to
make runs like that.”

Record won’t show it,
but NFWB plays well

errors.
biler hoough v nsings agalst
T ve aj

Chatham, and NFWB held a 1-0 ad-

vantage to that polnt. The Canadi-
" ans, however, scored four runs oo

four hits in the sixth. Rachner

stayed {o finlsh the game,

Wall's RBI double and Mar.
coux's sacrifice fly accounted for
NFWB's runs. The team had flve
hits, including a double by Hakala
and singles from Petty, Miller and
Mike Mackle, . ‘

In the fourth contest, Petty and
Derek DiPacla slammed two-run
homers, and Herberholz bad a run-
producing double. Petty went 2-for-
3

DIPACLA TOOK the loss In re-
lief of Mike Sulak, who pitched 2%
innings before a cut on his pitching
hand forced him to retire.

Sulak, the ace of Plymouth Can-
ton's staff and a member of the
Hines Park Lincoln M team
in the Livonla Colleglate Baseball
League along with Barber, was an-
other tournament addition to the
pltching staf?,

The mafority of teams were
Canadian, but a number from
Michlgan, including the NFWB
team that won the Little Caesars
Connle Mack title and a Detroit
Adray League entry, also compet-
ed. Chicago, Iowa and Ohlo were
represented, too,

Speed record is engineer’s goal

Handling & car on the salt requires
some adjusting, too, since the car
doesn't get the same tractlon it
would on blacktop, Staggemeler

Wolverines win title -

Coniinued from Page 1

THE WOLVERINES jumped In
:::t :;o vlt:n Ml“Gmahou. who
a blg Impact after jolning the
team at mid-season along with John
Krzesimowski, and Jim Storm
scored 13 seconds apart. But It was
apparent what kind of game was in
store

WILJANEN FORCED a 7.7 tle,
t‘::lr the Wolverines capitalized on
pext power-pla portunity.

With Issel off for I&omm Scot{!
Bolinger managed to put the puck

bet:v:en the post and Abraham's
The Wildeats, avolding further

CLEARANCE SALE

170 37595
19" 7995
Cuddy

19
27

130 H.P.

Cuddy
178 HP. $

damage, survived a 5-o0-3 dilemma
while Lambert and Charlie Olschan-

rom Carnes,
notehed goal that sent it

Into overtime at 4:47.
“I'm right-banded,” sald Carnes,
°dwu on the left side, “But I
me

“When we had the opportunities to -
capltalize we did, and that's what ©
put us over the top,” be sald. “The
power play turned the momentum :
for us and carried us through the -
rest of the game."” .

‘The Wolverines were scheduled to -

and Isse] for the

(% BERGSTROM'S
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