Volume 88 Number 91

lfarmington

FOCUS

To write the Observer: 33203
Grand  River, Farmington
48024, To call: ntews line, 477-
5450; sports line, 581-2312; home

Thursday, August 18, 1988

Farminaton, Michiaan

Marks retains seat
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OAD work.
Resurfacing of 14
Mile, between
Orchard Lake and
Farmington roads, will start
about Sept. 1 and be completed
ubout Oct. 15.

Last week, the Farmington
Hills City Council awarded the
road rehabilitation project to
Madison Heights-based Ajax
Paving Industries at a cost of
$279.260.

DOWN south in New
Orleans.

Four Farmington Hills
residents are among Michigan's
77 delegates to the Republican
Natianal Convention thls week.

Marlene Elwell supports Pat
Robertson for presldent.
Suzanne Miller, Paul Welday
and Donn Wolf are all Jack
Kemp suppaorters,

RESOLVED.

A lawsult involving a house
on llerndonwood gutted by fire
Jan. 16 is settled. The house
was demolished to the first
level: the remalnder is sccured.

The owner is talking with
architects about rebullding,
Farmingion Hills eity attorney
Paut Bibeau said.

Quote of the week

PN

When we got there, it
looked like something out of a
movie. There was a  house
burning. but it was quiet oth-
crwise. Nobody was oulside or

doing anything. ,

— Joe Fryer, recounting what he
saw when he found the source of
flames in Farmington Hills early
Monday (see story this page).
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By Joanne Maliszewski
stall writer

Ben Marks has no Intention of giv-
ing up his seat on the Farmington
Hills City Councll despite charges
from at least one resldent that he
broke public trust by bouncing a
$17,000 check to the city while may-
or in early 1987,

Stockton resident Rosa Flum cast
aslde previous recall threats in favor
of Marks' resignation Moday. She
was Joined by councllwoman Jean
Fox, who said, “If I thought there
were four votes for it, I should call
for the resignation of the offendlng
party.”

But Marks, who was i1l and absent
Monday, Is holding fast to his deci-
sion not to resign. “I don't feel I've
done anything wrong, A mistake was
made. When I did what I did, T was
informed (by his financial Institu-
tion) I would have my funds.”

Farmington Hills resident Delores
Forge chided Marks for his absence
Monday. “He owed it to us to be here

. tonight to explain what he did.”"” Hls
-

Workers
see fire,
aid family
to safety

By Bob Sklar
staff writer

By just doing what he thought was
right, Joc Fryer feels he prevented a
fire in a mode) home from spreading
and even turning deadly.

1 think I saved somehody teday,”
sald Fryer, 30, who was on the way
to work carly Monday when he and
companlon Mlke Wilkie, 16, saw
flames to the cast of the Haggerty-
Nine Mile area shortly past 4 a.m.

Damage to the Meadowbreok park
model home, built by 1talo Amerlcan
Bullders, was estimated at more
than $200,000. Firefighters con-
talned the flre and had it under con-
trot within 30 minutes.

Lightning is belng ruled the Ilkely
cause, sald investigator Kevin
Bersche of the Farmington Hills
Fire Department. The house® sits
higher than nearby homes, Bersche

Colleges threatened
by state money chief
if tuition hikes stick

" more that roll back,” Bowman said
durin;

By Peggy Aulino
statt writer

 The state’s chief financial officer

edl
lished out at state universities for
and sor tha

‘The biggest thing you
have to understand is
there was no malice, At
no time was there an
indication or action of
coverup.’

— Ben Marks

councilman

absence, Forge sald, added “insult to
injury.”

Marks, a local bullder, said he will
probably provide a publle explana-
tlon of what happened with his debt
to the clty at the next meeting Mon-
day, Aug. 22,

On Aug. 12, Marks obtalned long-
awalted mortgage financing for his
office bullding on the northwest cor-
ner of 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
Road, across from the city hall. On
Friday, he paid the $17,000 past-due
sewer tap-in fee and full accrued in-
terest and late charges totaling
$22,528.

MAYOR JODY Soronen Tuesday
said she assumes the issue is con-
cluded now that Marks has paid his
overdue sewer tap-in fees, Soronen
said she doesn't believe Marks “pur-

posely put the city counci fn a poor
iight” and doesn't expect to ask for
Marks' resignation.

Fox and councilman Aldo Vagnoz-
2 viewed Marks' dealings with the
clty more harshly, Both were eritical
that council members were pot told
long ago about the overdue debt,

Vagnozzi suggested drafting a
code of ethlcs. When first suggested
by former counciiwoman Joan Dud-
ley, Vagnozzl opposed a code, “In the
1ast few days, 1 started to rethink my
position,” he sald.

Fox referred to (he city's need to
enforce its ordinances lmpartially.
*Is there any doubt In anyone's mind
what course this city would have
taken if 18 months ago, John Q. Pub-
lic had written a $17,000 sewer tap
check which bounced — twice," Fox
said.

Even though Marks paid his debt,
Flum still was angry. “Mr. Marks
with his actions vialated his oath of
office, disregarded his and your
credibility, broke public trust and

rpetrated the myth that all politi-
clans are crooked.

“THE PERCEPTION of corrup-
tion has long been at city hall. It is
not fair that the few continue to taint
the majority of elected officials and
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Lightning was delermined to be the cause of a fire that heavily damaged this house in

ook Par

sald, which may be a reason it at-
tracted lightning.

Fryer and Wikle, both Livonia

residents, were heading  toward
Filter Systems, 23900 Haggerty,
Farmington Hills, where work starts

at 4:30 a.m. In order to beat the sum-

mer heal. Fryer is a fitter; Wilkie is
ahelper.
Deciding to check out what was

early Y.

burning during the windy pre-dawn

hours, they found a two-story house

at 22275 Heatherldge in flames.
“When we got there, It looked like

- something out of a movie,” Fryer

sald. “There was a house burning,
but it was quiet otherwise. Nobody
was outslde or dolng anything.”

The men decidedyto ring the bell
and knock on the door of the house
next door, where two cars were

packed In the drive. “We figured

somebody was home there,” Fryer

sald. “You never know how long they

}Al'nuld've slept until notleing the
re.”

THE NEIGHBORS, Sandy and
Walt Guth, called the fire depart-
ment, got three children outside In

deallng with the city at

Schools
seeking
millage
publicity

By Casay Hans :
staff writer

With Just a month left to. Inform
volers, Farmingten school offlclals
will approach community groups
and use newslelters to plead their
case for a proposed $27.25 million
bond fssue. -

The 16-year, .08-mill bond propos-
al will be decided by voters In the
Farminglon school district in a spe-
cial electlon Monday, Sept. 19, It is
the first dobt millage propoesed by
the district In more than 20 years for
building a new schoal, )

The tax increase is proposed to
ftnance three things: .

@ A new elementary school for a
12-acre, district-owned parcel on 1)
Mile just east of Halsted. The parcel
is wooded and has a rolling terrain,
which school officlals say could be
used for an interesting bullding de-
sign.
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Dad offers reward
in daughter’s injury

By Casey Hans and
Joanne Maliszeweki
staft writers

Oakland County sheriif’s detec-
tives are without solid leads In a

weekend rock- t
at Pine Knob Masic Theatre that

eved cane.
Japet Cowen, 18, a 1088 North

ate, remains at Pontlac Osteo-
pathic - Hospital week In

. able condition. Sbe was moved

{rom intesive care Tuesday, and




