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Military service
matures Sinclair

By Brad Emone
stall writer

Army veteran llI{e Jim Sine.
-1

football

lair has done an 3
Today, the 6-foot, 229-
pound fuliback/linebacker is a sec-
ond-year walk-on with the Universl-
ty of Michigan football team, pursu-
ing a dogree In business and
scheduled to graduate this year., Ul
timately he may wind up In one of U-
M’s gradunte programs, preferably
pre-law,

Those who knew Sinclair during
his high school days at Plymouth Sa-
lem may find that hard to swallow.

“People may not belleve how I've
changed,"” sald Sinclair. “Back then I
had a lot of problems.”

The 1983 graduate was a good all-
around athlete, but couldn't avold
trouble in school. He was constantly
at odds wlith coaches and teachers.

Durlng his senlor year, Sinclair
was o member of the Rocks' 8.1
team, which lost only to Farmii

IT'S ONLY FITTING that an

(Houle was also drafted by the New
York Jets); Dave Slavin, who played
baseball at the University of Mlss-
ourl and is now in the minor leagues;
and Scott Jurek, a {l{th-year line.

WEIGHING ONLY 170 pounds in
high school, Sinclalr built himself up
during hls stint in the army.

“I was & persistent lifter and that
gave me confidence [ could play,” he
sald.
U-M delensive coordinator Lloyd
Carr calls Sinclalr “one tough nut.”

“He's done a nice job for us,” Carr
sald. “He's not afrald to stick his

nose In there.”
refer to bim as the

backer on Eastern s de-
{fending California Bow! champlon-
ship squad.

With little academic ground to
stand on, Sinclair's only alternative
was (o enlist in the Army where.he
spent three years with the 82nd Air-
borne Divislon, based in Fort Bragg,
N.

.C.

“I worked for the Adjutant Gener-
al's Company,” Sinclair sald. “It was
a good experience.”

During  his

His
“Sarge.”
- “The ather day Bo (Schembechler)
was calllng me “the Colonel” and 1
got a blg kick out of that,” Sinclair
sald, “He dido’t know I was In the
ﬁr\vlm until somebolly had told

o

Last season, his first as a Wolve-
rine, Sinclair did not get any playing
time, but was named Rookle of the
Week for his work on the scout team

for the Nor

Sinelalr
went to schoal, When he was honora-
“bly discharged, he applied to go to
Michigan and contacted U-M re-

Harrlson in the Western Lakes Ac.
tivities  Assoclation champlonship
game.

HE PLAYED both linchacker and
fullback, but was overshadowed by
some of his high school teammates
Including: Dave Houle, who later
went on to start and was a member
of Michigan State's Rose Bowl team

crulting Fritz Seyferth
about watking on the football team.

“I was getting good grades and I
was looking for something close to
home," sald Sinclair. “I almost went
to Hillsdale (College), but I got ac-
cepted to Michigan and I told myself
whatever happens, it was going to be
exciting, I knew I was going to meet
a lot of good people no matter what
happened.”

In prep:
game, He alro played on both sides
of the ball during U-M’s 1988 Spring

ame.

“When I won Rookie of the Week
that helped me out a lot,” he sald,
“Right now I'm just golng to go out
with a good altitude and do what-
ever I can for the team.”

SINCLAIR admitted that playing
In a game is a longshot, but he's not
rullng out the possibility.

“I'm lke the turtle,” be said, “I'm
always there, popping my head out

Observerland will be well represented on the
gridiron this season at the University of Michi-
a8 players suiting up (clock-
wise, top left) are All-American nose guard
Mark Messnar (Redford Calholic Central High),
outside linebacker Alex Marshall (Redford

gan, Among the a

to see what’s going on.”
And if It wasn't for the Army,
Sinclalr admits things may have

STEVE FECHT/3ta¥ photographer

Bishop Borgess), tallback Tony Boles (West-
la_r_ld John Glenn), middle guard Erik Knuth

turned out differently.
“It was the best thing I ever did,"
he said. “Sometimes I didn't like it,

Ply and
back/linebacker Jim Sinclair (Plymouth Sa.
lem). Michigan cpens its season Saturday,
Sepl. 10 at Notre Dame. See related stories.

CC) and walk-on futl-

but looking back it was a great expe-
rience. It taught me a lot of discl-
pline.”

Boles a new man, eyes starting position

HAT A DIFFERENCE a
year makes, Tony Boles
can attest to that..

A year ago at thly
time a cloud of uncertainty hung
over the promising tallback from the
University of Michlgan,

Boles was struggling academical.
ly and fell into disfavor with Bo
Schembechler, who. refused to let
him practice until he got things
stralghtened out with a Latin class,
one of two required language cours-
es for his major (kineslology). As a
result, he played sparingly in 1987,

“It was kind of depressing,” sald
Boles, “I wished I could have played
more.” ,

But the former Westland Jokn
Glenn High All-Stater has become a*
new man, a more mature player who
Is on the verge of succeeding Jamie

Morris as the starting tallback.

‘The vacancy left by the All-Amer-
ican created plenty of competition at
tailback with the return of two other
promising red-shirt juniors, includ-
ing Warren DeLaSalle product Allen
Jefferson and Tracy Willlams of
Sarasola, Fla.

But Schembechler told a press
gathering Friday that all three will
play a role in the Wolverines' 1988
season,

“WHEN THEY have the ball un-
der thelr arms they all can do the
Job," sald Schembechler. “There's no
question about their running ability,
but what each has to do Is develop
into an all-around running back like
Morris was, They have to do the
other things like blocking, faking and
Pplcking up blitzes in the backfield.”

Area gridders

By C.J. Risak
staf writer

Northern Mlchigan's first footbatl
season in the Great Lakes Intercolle-
glate Athletle Conference was an
.auspleious one, The Wildcats went
unbeaten in four conference games,
posted a 10-2 overall recard and
reached the NCAA Divislon 1I semi-
finals where they lost 13-7 to Port-
land State.

So what does coach Herb Grenke
have planned for an encore? “Qur
goal," he sald at Wednesday's GLI-
AC football-valleyball medla day, “is
to be the most Improved team in the
country.”

Using last year as a yardstlek
might make [mprovement seem like
a lofty aspiratlon. But consider this:
NMU returns 16 starters who carned
mentlon on the all-GLIAC team last
year,

AMONG THOSE returning is the
conference player-of-the-year, sen-
for tallback Steve Avery, who rushed
for 1,300 yards and scored 12 touch-
downs. Also back are slx members of
the all-GLIAC first-team defense.

Everything consldered, it'a little
wonder NMU is a heavy favorite to

Wayne Memorial grad and two-time
first-team selection.

THE CARDINALS will need the
strong blocking provided by Mnc,
sophomore Don McAnelly (8-2, 240),
from Troy Athens, who relurns at
center, and sophomore Rick Fore
sythe {6-2, 242}, from Redford Catho-
le Central, who returns at guard,
SVSU must break in a new quarter-
back and replace (he third and
!g;m.‘n best rushers in the GLIAC In

. '

There are seven returnees on de-
fense, including part-time starter
Mike Korzetki (6-4, 240), a senior de-
fenslve tackle from Wayne Memorl-
al. Brian Titler (5-8, 165), a sopho-
more from Plymouth Salem, Is
slated as a Ible starter at strong
safety after filling the corncrback
position a year ago.

The kicking game is in the hands
of senjor Chris Piazza (Westland
Johs Glenn). Plazza connected on 16-
of-17 extra polnts and six-of-12 field
goals, scoring 34 points in '87.

WAYNE STATE finlshed dead last
in the GLIAC a year ago, winless in
four games. The Tartars plan to im-
prove, with a stronger defense an-
chored by senior defensive tackle
Tony Beaune (6-5, 248} of Livonia
Stevenson, a second-team all-GLIAC
member last year, of nose-
guard Marty Altounian (8-0, 240) of
Livonia Bentley, bonorable meation
all-league in’87,. R
“He's’a great talent,” sald WSU

’“,,coucl: Joe Homn of Beaune. *I think

Munl:dmollhbdhlh
league, 's _beginning to think
m:mmlmdm-mnbhct

” As'for Altounlan, Horn said, “Mar-

mn:rnw::y:!dﬁﬁn
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line'and a strong secondary
. AE
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Boles will tel) you that the adjust-
ment to playing football at U-M was
never a problem, but feellng com-
fortable In the classroom was a dif-
ferent story.

“l knew the system, but school-
wise everything had to fall into
place,” he sald, “My attitude toward
school has now changed. I'm getting
the grades and I'm better situated
than I was last year.

“I'm studylng more often and not
stiding off like I did. I'm not thinking
about my social life too much,”

Boles sald that Morrls proved to
be a good example — on and off the
fictd.

“'His attitude is something you no-
tice right away,” Boles said, “I
learned that he was a tough little
guy who gave everything he had. The
coaches are looking to fill Jamie's

buoy GLIAC

will carry the defense, The lineback-
Ing was weak a year ago and might
not be much better, Which means
senlor cornerback Cralg Pasinl (Ro-
chester) will see plenty of actlon. Pa-
sint is fllling his third position in
three years; he's also played strong
and {ree safety.

"PASINI'S A potential alt-confer-
¢nce player,” sald Hern, "“Corner-
back should be his best position. He
can cover.”

On offense, WSU has its quarter-
back, junfor Mlke Grennier, return-
ing (unlike four of the slx other GLI-
AC teams). One of his maln targets
will be diminutive senior wide re-
ceiver David Lee (5.7, 140), of Gar-
den City, who caught 23 passes for
314 yards and two TDs last season, .

“He's a mlcrodot,” sald Horn,
“and probably weighs 140 pounds
soaking wet. But he's got {0 be
Iwnlchcd, He's a tremendous compet-
tor.”

Also back is junior tight end John
Jessing (6-5, 230), from Troy Athens,
who had ninc catches for 100 yards
and a touchdown tn ‘87, and junior
Chuck Crespi (6-2, 230), from Livonla
and Redford Catholie Central, who
moves from starting guard to center,

things necessary lo get the job
done.”

In the secondary, senlor Mlke Sla-
zinski (6-4, 195), of Farmington Hills
and Southfleld-Lathrup, moves from
free to strong safety, In ‘87, he to-
taled 54 tackles, two interceptions
and a fumble recovery, Older
brother John (5-10, 165), also a sen-
for, will play wide recelver for the

kers. John caught six passes for
106 yards and a TD last year.

On the offensive line, second-team
all-GLIAC center Tom Mitchell (6-2,
240), from Blrmingham Brother
Rice, returns to solldlfy the situa-
tion. “He's an understzed individual,
not real strong or big, but he gets the
Job done,” said Beck. “He's very in-
tuitlve.” .

FERRIS STATE had some spark-
ling individuals a year ago, but there
wasn't much to show for it. The Bull-
dogs finished 4.7 overall and 2-3 in
the GLIAC under Keith Otterbein (a
Southficld-Lathrup grad). Improve-
ment might be difficult; there are
several holes to fill.

Senior Brian Schremp (6-1, 260),
also from S-L, hopes to fill one posi-
tion regularly. An assortment of in-
Jjuries have sidelined Schremp over
the past two years, but Otterbein
was counting on him to start on the
offensive line this season,

;dho(: and that’s galng to be hard to
0.

WHILE BOLES was turning the

corner academically, he also made
the grade during the 1988 Spring
Game when he rushed for 135 yards
and two touchdowns, hls longest run
being a 63-yarder.
. ‘The performance put him in posi-
tlon to chalienge for playing time.
And It didn’t hurt that Boles report-
edly clocked a slzzling 4.2 in the 40-
yard dash,

His speed may be unmatched on a
football team loaded with “burners.”

But it takes more than runping
fast to galn PT (playing time) at
Michigan,

“You have to know how to block
and If you can't block, you can't
play,” Boles said, “You have to get

the little things done.”

The 6-foot-1, 193-pounder said he
thi

is comfortable about ]
tallback role with Jefferson and Wil-

ams,

“If I'm No. 1 — fine, But f not,
that’s fine, too,” he sald. "It doesn't
matter If I start, it's how I play the
game. I'd be happy just to play a lit-
te key role. If all three backs
played, that’s OK with mie. That way
it'll keep everybody fresh.”

DURING HIS freshman year, a
hand injury kept Boles out most of
the season. But this year he fecls
completely healthy and Is “very ex.
clted” about U-M's season opener
Saturday, Sept. 10 at Notre Dame.

“This {all things are going very
well,” he sald,

What a dlffercnce a year makes.

college sporis

O&E PLAYERS IN THE GLIAC

FERRIS STATE: Shannon McDougsl, son-
1or safely. trom Rochester Adams; Doug Ar-
n0id, hieshman quatterback, from Rochostor
Adams: Scoti Kefnet, sophomore quarier-
back, fiom Rochesier: Pal McGrath, sopho-
moto salely, hom Garden Cy (Redford
Caihoic Central): Doibart Litllejonn, sopho-
more running back, from Rochester Adams;
Pal Peltit, tieshman wida recewver, from Weat.
tand John Glenn; Tony Svaiuto, sopharmiore
kicker, tiom Wesllsnd John Gieon; Gino Tah-
010, niot delenzive end, tom Troy (Au-
butn Hiis Avondate); Binan Schremp, senior
center. from Southield-Lathrup, Don Crotr,
sophomore detenve lackle, from Westland
John Glenn. Tom Landry, freshmuan Gltensae
Rochaster, M ha Crocenss, fresh:

from Rxcreser Matt Rons
w0 tackle. kom Lnooa
Testman tul DAk, Hom

rom Rurmingham Beainer
wonmot cente, rom

a
S
Lninrup) , Doup Streh, fieshman guard, from

HILLSDALE: Jos Ermiger, junior quester-
back, from Troy Athens: Kurt Graves, junior

tackle, ftom Fochasior Adams, Mark Woller,
sophomote hicket, from Livonia Slevenson;
Churs Chomakos, freshman knebaches, from
Rochester; Mg Lang. treshman defonsie
1ackle, from Rochester; Judd Schreur, fresh.
man loebackes, fom Brmingham Seahoim,
Kurl Urban, freshman cenior, rom Prymoutn
Salem

NORTHERN MICHIGAN: Anay Avery,
freshman gelensive Lneman, Irom  Nosth
Fatmington, Luc Stokes. heshman wide re-
cewer, from Southeid-Lathrup, Tom Rahop,
tresnman tght ead-defensio eng, trom West-
Lang (Wayne Momoral)

SAGINAW VALLEY STATE: Bnan Badrah,
freshman w.de tecener, trom Livona Churehs
A Tce Forsythe, scpnomor guad, from

fors Catho'c Conlral, Mike KorzeTa), sen-

Saem Greg Buel,
Quuterback-punter,
* Roech,

.

WAYNE STATE: Marty Altounan, semor
rowgaard. Hm Lwona  Bontiey, Tony
Beaune, seowt delensve ackle, from Livoma

Loo, senior wide receive and
punt seiurner, trom Garden Cify; Den Mastio-




