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sfreet seen

Charlene
Mitchell

., Street Scene reporter Charlene Mitchell is always looking
* Jor the unusual and the unique, She welcomes comments and
 suggestions readers and enterprising entrepreneurs,
-~ Write her in care of this newspaper, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150, or call $91-2300, Ex3. 313.

Preclous pearl

These sculptured mother of pearl earrings and coordinat.
ing pin are by Esq C The are
by sculpting several Individua! mother of peari “petate”
Into a flower. The pin has a similar design with sccents of
| and onyx. These two pleces will make any plain
black dress look like a million bucks. Avallable at Quintes-
sence at La Mirage, Southfieid, Price: $$115 for the pin, $70
for the sarrings.

:
Hello, it’s me

This American-made, ons-piece phons can sst on a desk
or hand on the wall, French design with neon, it's a real
“conversation plece” that works like a gem while Sooking
terrific -for a contemporary. home or office. Available st
Gorman's Inner Circle, Southfield. Price: $339.95, -

My dolly

This Abigail Brahams doll is’
a new replica of the antique.
Made of the most exquisite
materials, the fine work-
manship of this beautiful
work of art is obvious down
to every detall. This is a
great addition for the coliec- |
tor, or a wonderful piece to
begin a colisction. Available
at Chocolatismo, 6387 Orc-
herd Lake Road, West,
Bloomfield. Price: $3,000, .

‘Temptation’: Magnificent failure -

By Dan Greenberg .
{lim critle

The last temptation of Christ ac-
cording to Kazantzakis was the dev-
i}, flesh. So it's quite spparent why
many Christlans are offended by
Martin Scorsese’s controverala! film
and Its treatment of Christ's duality,
his physical nature as man and his
spiritual one as god.

‘The Jews of the time, as deplcted
filmically by Scorsese, were no bar-
galn efther, at least not from a con-
temporary Jewish point of view,

But contemporary ilitles are
not the Issue, The world was a pretty
crude place two millennla ago, even
more so than today. What we're real-
ly concerned with is Scorsese’s theals
on how — or {f — we can effectuate
a relationship with God and whether
or not love or hate will rule the
world, That lssue gets lost amidst
the welter of questions the film rals-
es,

“The Last Temptation" Christ
(Willem Dafoe) s all 100 human for
contemporary traditionalists, One
problem in making such a film is
two thousand years of tradition.
Wara were fought over his nature
but, in the main, the traditional view
of Christ Is spiritual,

Heoce “The Last Temptation of
Christ” offends conventional views.
In the spirit of the First Amendment
and the American tradition of free
speech and open Inquiry, however,
the film Is an interesting attempt to
discuss Christ's nature and the ever-
present war between spirit and flesh.
Whatever your attitude, don't bum

t.
CHRIST'S TEMPTATION is, how-
cver, a pretty big tople, even for a
2% hour film. I have to hand it to
Scorsese and his production crew for
the magnificent {fllm they created.
Michael Ballhaus' photograpby, in
particular, adds immeasurably to
the movie's impact.

Costuming, music, makeup, all

are comb

effectively in the film, most particu-
larly acting by a large, talented cast
which will engrave Indelible images
of biblical times in everyone's mind.

Presumably that period was as
sexually explicit and graphlcally vi-
olent as the film depicts. Hence the
“R" rating Is well-deserved.

Desplte high production values,
“The Last Temptation” has major
flaws In writing and editing, Paul
Schrader’s screenplay and Thelma
Schoonmaker’s editing credit
viewers with far more knowledge
than Is reasonable to assume. They

of course.

don't teach transubstantiation much
any more and most people aren't
particularly well-versed in the philo-
sophlc debates that have raged about
Chriat's splrit and flesh.

Neither is the film's historical
data clear unless one is already fa-
millar with the Intricactes of Jewish
biblical polities, To Its credit, “The
Last Temptation” deals with a peo-
ple crushed by Roman occupation
and severe soclo-economic pres-
sures, How do people react to such
condltions? They look for a messlah

PART OF the reason the fllm of-
fends traditionalists is that very
modern socio-political, economic In-
terpretation. A 20th century psycho-
logical Interpretation of Christ as

of

“The
Christ."”

to keep pace.
Ultimately, the film fails

cularly It has set about such an im

onal view.

parti
during the film's opening sequences,
also is problematical in the conventi-

It's hard to determine how much
blame the director, Scorsese, de-
serves for those faults, But they are
at the heart of “The Last Tempta.
tion's” major defect, a choppy pat-
tern, especially during the first 20 fail:

task. It's worth seeing,

controversy -~ because its
tion values are 30 atrong, In

ure.

fame plays

Temptation

ing, I suppose
beyond the novelty value of current

partl

lar the magnificent photography. .
All the good ql?llmu 503-1m:
atandlng, “The Last Temptation of
Christ” falls, but it is a magnificent

Willem Dafoe:
“Platoon’~
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minutes or so when, I lmagine, =veé
those familiar with Christ's
will have to do double-time mentally
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By Marie Chestney
staf writer

I definitely need a bat. Under that steam-
ing sun, the blood In my bead would boil if I
didn't wear one, That's four ounces.

And I can't sleep on the ground without a
pad. Hmmmm. That's almost two pounds,

I'd love to take that paperback. No better
place to read than on a cliff. But, that's ap-
other five ounces added to the sack. But I
guess I'd better leave it.

No one counts ounces like a backpacker.
After aix hours on a dusty, up-and-down
trall, an overloaded backpack is as wel-
come as dysentery.

Backpackers have a knack for cutting life
: lum :;mm RV'ers can cart

ong eam; can grab Pe
from a cooler. But hacz;?ckm start lre‘::i
ing when they stuff in an extra pair of un-

ear.
Backpackers dlvide Wife's basic

Weight does count
when backpacking
during the summer

At one time or another, every backpacker
might face the wretched luck of water-
logged matches, twisted ankles, empty can-
teens and lost trails,

So the smart backpacker always carries
e “}\l sharp, S pocket knife, kept

. ), Swiss- & e, kep
close at band in nmeold-umewoods-
men might have wielded batchets, but &
modern day backpacker pever needs a
blade bigger than the one on a pocket knlfe,

® Waterproof matches, or wooden
matches kept In a waterproof container.
Keep one pack of matches in a pocket, an-
other in the pack.

® ENOUGH food to last for as long as
the outing. In fact, the longer the outing, the
more food that has to be packed.
® Water in a plastic bottle or canteen.
Hikers can go a while without food, but they
absolutely must have water.
get

The wise backpacker never wears hiking
boots that haven't been broken lo. And the
backpacker always starts out in clothes ap-
propriate for that day’s weather,

Beyond these life — and body savers —
lies a whole slew of bare-bone necessities
the backpacker should find room for in the
pack. These include a aleeping bag and pad,
tent and ground cloth, one complete set of
extra clothing from neck to toe, hat, gloves,
extra light-and-heavy welght socks,
gear, water purifler, nylon cord, first aid
kit, moleskin for blistered feet, trowel and
tollet paper, toothpaste, toothbrush and
othgh‘ tollet items, insect repellent and
wal

HE!E'SWmEMb:nm
up ckpackers get o
antsy about extra ounces that they cut

Sounds kinda silly, doesn't it, considering
Ina{umenorblmcnhn

Into three groups: Survival gear, Bare-bone
pecessities. And luxuries,

As Rambo knows, a knife is for survival
and every wilderness addict needs ope (not
wﬂ)ﬁ!oﬂburlbntwcutmebmdor
Tope). .

A FORK i50't even on the best-dressed
backpackers list. In the wilderness, the
knife and spoon are

Backpackers learn lm&aw o do more
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caught on the tratl at night,

.‘hPoncha or other rain gear. It only
takes one for a backpacker to
learn the value of cartlng along raingear,

© Whistle, also kept In a pocket.

® Identification, and not just a driver’s
license, It should give the backpacker’s
name, emergency phone number and medi-
cal Insurance group number,

notch backpackers, such as
phcwmp‘:g-luthor Galea Ronll,':mu a
off of hauling

living cameras and camera
gear into the wil
But then again, Fletcher is a stickler on

hiking with & stick. Many backpackers to-
day think hiking sticks are old-fashicoed,
cumbersome and a paln in the wrist,

There's one backbacker out west who
clalms be carries only water on the trall, to
rejuvenate his . Others take along

system.
* only food that doesn't need cooking,

Unless you thrive under the hot sun,
0ow Is not the most ideal time to go
backpacking in Michigan, .

Shoreline backpacking
is best bet for summer

ale, the only island among our patlon’s
50 national parks, or as close as Nord-
ouse Dunes, off Lake Michigan north of
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