Library board pay not priority,

By Josnne Maliszewsk!
statf writer .

Providing compensation for
Farmiogton Community Library
trustees is not a priority, despite new
leglslation enabling members to be
pald for each meeting attended,

“We really don't have any plans to
discuss it,” sald llbrary president
Charlotte Yaverski. “That’s kind of
very low —~ it's not on our list of pri-
ority. I would never push for it, But I
wouldn't object to it either.”

Public Act 229 allows library
board members to be pald not more
than $30 per meeting for a maxl-
mum 52 meetings a year, The Farm-
ington library's bylaws do not refer
to any form of payment or stipend
for board members, library dlrector
Beverly Papal said.

“It (payment under the new law} is
not required, It's enabling leglsla-
tion,” Papai said.

“The llbrary director sald board
member compensation could be dis-

later and Included in the
1989-30 budgel, How much mem-
bers’ compensation would cost de-
pends on the number of meetings at-
tended annually,

The library board meets monthly,
Two major commitlees, personnel
and building, meet when necessary.
The 3-4 member personnel commit-
tee generally meets 12-15 times a
year, The 3-4 member building com-
mittee meets as many as 20 imes a
year,

'IF THE tlbrary board decldes to

be compensated In the next flscal
year, the budget, which would in.
clude money for payment, would

- have to be approved by the library’s

major financing sources, the Farm-
gton and Farmington Hills city
councils,

“'1 would not be opposed to it. But
we would have to know how that af-
fects their budget,” Farmington
Hllls Mayor Jody Soronen sald. “I
suppose if there was great objection,
the council would say so.”

Soronen acknowledged that the li-
brary board's responsibilities are
greater than some of the city’s lesser
boards. The library board oversees a
$1.9 milllon budget for the communi-
tywide facility and “deals with all
things Involving the library,” Soro-
nen sald.

Farmingten Mayor Richard
Tupper was unavailable for com-
ment. Farmington city manager

Robert Deadman called the compen- *

satlon issue a political question, but
added: “It's been the judgment of
this city council and previous city
counclls not to (compensale library
trustees).”

Former library frustee, Farming-
ton Hills city councllman Alde Vag-
nozzi, sald he has no strong opinion
whether trustees should be pald.

"“We got along well on the library
board for years without compensa-
tlon, I don't think compensatlon
would draw oul more highly quall-
tied people,” he said, adding he has
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says chief

Library board of trus-

of the F gton C:
tees meet monthly in the Farmington Hills branch on 12 Mile,

no objection to payment.

SEVERAL OTHER boards and
commlsslons, particularly in Farm-
ington Hills, recelve compensation.

In addition to the city council, the
planning commilssion, zoning board
of appeals,

RANDY BORST/s1a1 phoiographe:

east of Farmington Road. All meetings are open to the public.
Agendas are available through the library,

commisstoners and zoning board of
appeals members earn $35 a meet.

corporation and property tax board
of review recelve payment. Planning

ing. EDC $50 a meeting
and board of review members $20
per hour, sald Farmington Hills city

clerk Kathy Dornan.

1n addition to the clty council, only
board of review members in Farm-
ington are paid. Review board mem-
bers earn about $40-845 a day.

Woman hit by rock is better; tips help cops

By Casey Hans
statf wrlter

Oakland County Sherifi’s detec-
Uives received several tips this week
about a post-concert Incldent that
left an 18-year-old Farmington Hills
woman with severe faclal Injuries.

“We're really close,” said detec-
tlve Steve Parker, “We've had calls
from persons (who were) In the area
that evenlng. We're feeling a little
bit better about It."

Detectives plan more Interviews
today, which could bring them closer
to salving the case, he said.

Rewards of up to $5,000 are belng
offered. Janct Cowen, a 1988 North
Farmington High School graduate,
was leaving an Acrosmith rock con-
ceri at Pine Knob Musle Theatre
Aug. 13 when she was struck with a
large rock. 3

Extensive faclal injuries required

police/fire calls

. Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® DRUG DELIVERY ALLEGED

Two Farmington Hllls men face
up to four years in prison if convict-
ed on drug delivery charges in con-
nection with the sale of marljuana at
Putt 'n Games, 30742 Grand River,
Aug. 15,

Arraigned Aug. 15 before magls-
trate Dennis Pheney of Farmington,
the 19-year-0ld and the 18-year-old
each pleaded not gullty to one count
of dellvery/manufacture of marljua-
na, Personal bond was set at $1,000
pending a preliminary exam in 47th
Distriet Court.

‘The suspects were arrested n a
car at Elght Mile and Farmlngton
Road, Their car matched the de-

scriptlon of a car occupled by two
men belleved responsible for a drug
transaction inside Putt 'n Games at
10:40 p.m. Aug. 15,

Inside the car, officers found elght
baggles of marijuana, packaging
material and cash, said detective
Patrick Montl of the Farmington
Hllls Police Department.

® JUVENILE SUSPECT

A l4-year-old Farmington Hlls
boy is charged with breaking into a
model apartment and possessing
stolen property.

Farmington Hills police filed an
Oakland County Probate Court Juve-
nile Division petition charglng the
boy with breaking and entering of an
unoceupled dwelling and recelving
and concealing stolen property over
$100,

Man found dead under tree

A 74-year-old Farmington man
died Tuesday when he apparently
strangled himself while sitting under
a tree at the Flrst Baptist Church of
Farmington.

Qakland County medical examin-
er’s investigator Michael Podeszwik
sald Friday Val T. Gullmette died of
apparent strangulation through use
of an electrical extension cord. Final
autopsy results were not complete,
Podeszwlk added.

Gulimette tived on Shlawassee In

downtown Farmington and was a
fermer handyman,

A Farmington woman spotted him
sitting under the tree at the west end
of the church property, at Shlawas-
sce and Farmington Road, shortly
before 3 p.m. and contacted public
salety officers.

A sulclde note was found in the
vletim's nearby van, said Farming-
ton Department of Public Safety di-
rector Frank Lauvhoff.

The first charge stems from a
breakin at Indlan Creek Apartments
Aug. 16-17, The second charge stems
from the theft of a wallet from
Greenhill  Apariments the same
night, sald Farmington Hills officer
Duanc Fox.

® THEFTS REPORTED

A lawnmower valued at $650 was
reparied stolen from a garage on
Spring Aug. 16.

Jewelry vatued al $345 was re-
ported stolen from a house on Ashley
Aug. 16,

A 1986 Pontiac Flrebird valued at
$8,000 was reported stolen from a
house on Amber Aug. 17.

Jewelry of undetermined value
was reported stalen from a house on
Arden Park Aug. 17,

A leafblower valued at $800 was
reported stolen from a house on Gil-
chrest Aug. 17.

A blcycle valued at $179 was re-
ported stolen from a house on Red
Clover Aug. 17.

A lawnmower valued at $550 was
reported stolen from a garage on
Eastlield Aug. 18.

@ TICKETS ISSUED

An 18-year-old Farmington Hills
man was ticketed for possessing
beer during a tratfic stop at Middle-
belt and Grayfield Aug. 16.

A 19-year-old Farmington Hills
man was ticketed for possessing
beer during a traific stop on Ramble
Hills Drive Aug. 18,

Hills plans voter survey

Continued from Page 1

characteristically low voter turn-
outs, which average 14 percent. In
conjunctlon with the Year 2000 plan,
the survey will incorperate questions
designed to plan for the city's future,

‘There is some reason people aren’t
voting in this city. Yet they’re coming
out here and complaining and talking

slx hours of surgery to repair dam-
age to her jaw, doctors said,

DEPUTIES ARE secking an 18-
22.year-0ld man, who was seen
throwing rocks after the concert,
Parker said. Two witnesses have
given stmllar descriptions of the
man,

Cowen remalned hospitalized Fri-
day at Pontlac Osteopathic Hospital
where she was listed in stable condi-
tlon. She made steady progress last
week and was expected to come
home over the weekend.

A $2,000 reward ls offered by
Cowan's father, another $2,000 by
his employer and up to $1,000
through the Oakland County Cham-
ber of Commerce Silent Witness pro-
gram.

Dx ruled out of

ington Hills resident Richelle Hall,
17, The friends were driving from
the music theater near Clarksion
when the rock was thrown through
an open front passenger window,
striking Cowen tn the face, Parker
sald. Sheriff's deputles summoned an

a suspected small red Honda. Late
last week the police were sceking
the occupants of a Chevrolet Blazer,
Ferd Bronco or dark-colored pick-up
truck with cap.

JANET COWEN was on¢ of three
passengers in a car driven by Farm-

A sccond rock-throwlng incident
also occurred that night.

Anyone with information ls asked
to call Parker at the Oakland County
Sheriffs Department at 858-4960 or
858-4950. If you wish, you may iden-
tify yoursell as a Silent Witness and
remain anonymous.
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' some reason people
aren’t voting In this city,” Haron
said. “Yet they're coming out here
and com| and taiking to you
{city council) — at least a few of
themare,” Haronsald. -

Mayor Jody Soropen questioned
whetber the survey would show spe-
cific reascns that offer solutlons to

MARKET OPINION Rescarch is
cxpected find ways to improve voter
turnout, Haron said. Although the
committee also Is concerned about
the low voter turnout for school elec-
tions, voter turnout at city elections

is Its focus, Haroa sald.

14 (school election turnout) is not
our charge, but It 13 our concern. We
were not appointed by the school
board.”

Although councllman Joe Alka-
teeb sald he's content with city elec-

nylon

tion turnouts, be favored sp
216,000 for the purvey. “It’'s kind oi &
let down to say no to them.”
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