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EROIC decds.
Farmington Hllls
pollce planto

nomlnate for
clvlitan citatlons two Livonia
men who aroused residents
asleep next to a burning medel
home In southwest Farmington
Hllls last week.

Joe Fryer, 30, and Mlke
Wllkle, 18, were on the way to
work in Farmington Hllls Aug.
15 when they saw flames to the
cast of Lhe Haggerty-Nine Mile
area shortly past 4 a.m,

Finding a two-story house at
22275 Heatherldge in
Meadowbrook Park subdivislon
in flames, they qulckly
awakened the Guth family
lving next door.

‘The Guths called the fire
department, gathered outside
to assure thelr safety and
awakened the family lving on
the other side of the burning
house.

EASY doesit.

The Farmington Hills City
Councll has approved signs
requiring westbound Verana
traffic to stop at North Park,
southbound Byeroft trafflc to
stop at Springvale, and
eastbound Regency traffic to
yield at North Park.

Q UOT E of the week

‘ She came home one
hour ago, and we're on cloud
nine. We're going day by day
and counling our blessings

along the way. ,

— Karen Cowen, Tuesday, as her
daughter Janet returned home;
{rom the hospltal this week, Janet
was Infured when & rock was
thrown through a car window.

Thur,

sday, August 25, 1988
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Critics still
vent anger
at outcome

By Joanne Mallezewskl|
8tall writer

Farmington Hllls Mayor Jody
Soronen called it the Incident that
“crowded our minds and troubled
our hearts."

But public apologles from Farm-
ington Hllls councilman Ben Marks
and city manager Willlam Costick
Monday did little to soften the anger
or deafen charges of corruption and
censplracy at city hall.

One-by-one Monday resldents and
council members took turns venting
their anger about Marks' bounced
checks and delay in paying a 1%-
year sewer tap-in fee and Costlck's
failure to put the debt on the former
mayor’s 1987 tax bill,

Some of those who were angry de-
manded further investigation of the
incldent while others simply repri-
manded the two city officials, par.
ticularly Marks, Others, seme asso-
clated with Marks in the early years
of the clty, stood In support of him
while acknowledglng his errors,

Perhaps the strongest admonitions
came from Paul Sowerby, zonlng
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Farmington Hills councilman Ben Marks made a public /!

BOB SKLAR/s1aN photographar

and

explained his past-due sewer bill owed the city for 1% years.

board of appeals chalrman. “What is
most distressing is Mr. Marks' ap-
parent failure to grasp the Im-
propriety of his actlons, his inabllity
to accept that he may have done
something wrong.” Sowerby called
for Marks' resignation “not in dis-
grace,” “but rather in the sense of
what is right."”

“1 feel very deeply about thls. I
feel there should be no distinction
between people,” sald Conway Court

resident Al Rosen. “Mr. Marks has
done so voluntarily or otherwise.”
Rosen said he holds Costick “culpa-
ble” and that “a follow.up must be
made not withstandlng the apology."

IN THE PAST three weeks many
residents have argued that Marks
should be criminally charged be-
cause it's a felony to bounce a check
for more than $100.

“There's got to be the intent,” city

y to his conati

attorney Paul Blbenu said. “There
was never any intent to avold paying
the obligatlion.” He said he doubts a
prosecutor would seek a warrant in
light of Marks' payment of the debt.

Bibeau also said he dldn't believe
there was any attempt to cover up.
“It was all in records.”

Clty councll members had their
own opinions of the Marks incldent.

Tap-in bill
miscues
admitted

() For a related opinion, 12A.

By Joanne Mslisxewski
slaff writer

1t was an evening of public apolo-
gies many have awalted since dlsclo-
sure of Farmington Hllls councilman
Ben Marks' fallure to pay a long
overduc sewer tap-in fee,

Both Marks ang city manager Wil-
liam Costick, who falled to follow
clty procedure and put the 1%-year
overdue debt on the tax rolls, apolo-
glzed to the clty council and the pub-
Hle. Bath apoleglzed for failing to in-
form the clty councll before public
disclosure by angry southeast Farm-
ington Hills residents three weeks
ago.

“Because this was a buslness
transaction between my building
company and the city, I falled to rec-
ognize the need to inform the mem-
bers of councll,” said Marks, 2 local
E:ﬂdcr and four-year councll mem-

r.
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JERRY ZOLYNSKY/alolt photegrapnor
Joseph Hage of Westland carries a crucitix to protest the
showing of “The Last Temptation of Christ” in Southfield last

week.

By Janice Brunson
slaif weiter

‘The controversy surrounding “The
Last Temptatlon of Christ,” a film
that reportedly portrays Christ im-
agining human sexual urges, has cre.
ated a curlous alllance between two
members of the clergy in Farming-
ton Hills,

A humanist minister with the reli-
giously llberal Universallst Unitarl-
an Church and a charismatic pastor
with Restoration Christian Fellow.
ship, a fundamentalist group that in-
terprets the Blble literally, say focus
on the film is entirely misplaced.

“It's much ado about nolhing.
There are other more critica) issues
concerning the soclal wellare of peo-
ple, like homelessness, unemploy-
ment and racism," sald the Rev, Su-
zanne Paul, a recent graduate of the
Humanist Institute in New York Clty
who assumed ministerlal dutles at
the Farmington Unitarian Church

The Rev. Tim Bersche of Restora-
tion Fellowship, “called” to the char.

Rape threat persists despite
5-month reprieve from terror

By Joanne Msilszewsk}
stalf writer

The so-called Oakland County rapist hasnt struck
since late March but police aren’t dismissing the passi
bility that the rapist may strike ag;

But pelice are without substantial leads wn the 11
rapes and attempted rapes after an Ohio man brought 1n
for questioning in conneetion with the assanlts passed a
polygraph test three weeks ago.

Farmington Hills police are waiting to determine 1f
the serlal rapist develops a pattern after not striking
since March 31 when a Farmington Hills woman in her
30s was assaulted.

“Last year, after the one that occurred in West
Bloomfield May 8, the axsaults discontinued until Sept.

8 (in p)." F: Hills Pollce
Chief Willlam Dwyer sald. “We're not sure there’s going
to be a pattern. But there's speculation you might be
seeing more assaults.”

Since April 1987, 11 women at homes In Farmington
Huls, West Bloom

3 est -
npubymm mnm';nourly_

POLICE ARE cartain the thres rapes In Farmingion
Bloom{leld Township were commit

Hills and thres In

others 10 those in Farmingtan Hills and Bloomlseld
Township, Dwyer sai

Dwyer said be used 10 be “cautiously optimistic” as
evidence and informattion led to the W Lake man who
submitted to a polygraph three weeks ago.

olygraph aad is no longer suspected,”

¢ ne new substantial leads to go on
on
g up and stil} considel
ts a priority investigation. “We rece
s @ week, but nothing of any significane:

Sl

"olice are still working on the Ohlo connectinn be-
cause personal belongings of the rapist’s last Farming.
ton Hills victim in March were found in dumpster near
a large retall store in West Lake.

“We've looked at other persons assoclated with the
West Loke area, We're Jooking for someone who proba-
bly llves In the {(Michigan) tri-county arca and who trav-
el the West Lake area the weekend of April 1,

Please turn to Page 2

RANDY BORST/stati photographer

Suzanne Paul, miniater of the
Unitarian Universalist Church
in Farmington Hills, believes
we should focus more on the
human condition, not on con-
troversial movies,

ismatic minlstry in 1984 following
graduation from U-M, Dearborn,
sald focus on the {lim's controversy
“a plan of the devil.”

“The focus should be on what God

Please turn o Page 2

Alliances, not disunity,
spring from ‘Temptation’

wants us to do, uklné care of the
wlidows, feeding the poor, things that
affect the world around us,”

“TEMPTATION” PREMIERED
in metropolitan Detrolt last week:
end, shown at the AMC Americana 8
theater in Southfield where a small:
group of protestors carrled signs and
handed out Blbles.

Based on the book by Nikos Kae
zantzakls, the film is described by
critics as a mix of stark reality and
theological musing, a harsh, realistic
portrait of the man on whom Chris-
tianity Is based.

The movie shows Christ as fully
God and man, subject to the tempta-
tions of man, including sexuality, in
a dream sequence, In one scene, he is
shown In connubial embrace and in
another he reaches Inside his chest
and takes out his heart.

Nelther Paul nor Bersche has seen
the {Iim nor do they intend to, Paul
becavse it “ranks up there with
Rambo (in violence)” and Bersche

Ploase turn to Page 2

Victim hit

By Casey Hans
siat writer

A Farmington Hills woman re-
turned home from the hospital
while Oaklind County
deputies continue their in
vestigation of a rock-throwing nei-
deot that severely damaged the
side of her face.

Janet Cowen, 18, a 1988 gradu-
ate of North Farmingion High
School, left Pantiac Osteopathic
hospital Tuesday alter reconstruc-
tive surgery and more than a week
of hospitallzation, according to
Robert  Aranosian, director of
emergency trauma.

“She came home one hour ago,
and we're on cloud nine” maid
Janet's

now home to rest

by rock

weekly visits to the doctor.
Meanwhile, detectives continue
to follow up clues ncar Clarkston's
P'ine Knob Music Theatre, where
the incident occurred after an
Acrosmith rock concert Aug. 13,
According to detective Steve
Parker, witnesses were scheduled
to accompany police to the scene of
the crime this week on Pine Knob
Road. Janet Cowen was [njured as
she Jeft the concert with friends,
She was hit with a grapefruit-sized
rock that came through her open
car window. -




